Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



^ {i3i>^3(,£r 




PRAYERS, 



FOR THE 



Wi&t of :famtlte0 anti 3fntit^ttittal0: 

INCLY7DING 

A PRAYER ADAPTED TO EACH DISCOURSE, 

IN THREE VOLUMES OF SERMONS, 
BY THE SAME AUTHOR; 

AND ALSO, 

FORMS SUITED TO PARTICULAR OCCASIONS. 



BY 

THE REV. EDMUND BUTCHER. 



1/ 
LONDON: 






PRINTED FOR SHERWOOD, NEELY, AND JONES^ 

PATERNOSTER-ROW. 

1822. 



< If I HI p T 



iV^^^q^^^^ 






HARVARD C0UE6E UBRARY 



Bow Vamt, Camt Qadci. 



!i 



PREFACE. 



While man is a dependent creature. Prayer 
must be felt to be botli a duty and aprivtfe^e; and 
as long as the precepts and example of our Lord 
have any proper influence upon his followers, the 
frequent and conscientious practice of it will be 
coQtinuod. Many volumes of Prayers have already 
been published, and the reception most of them 
have met with, is a proof how acceptable, upon the 
whole, they have been. 

In offering another Volume of this kind to my 
fellow Christians, I have to plead the fulfilment of 
a promise made above twenty years ago ; a com- 
pliance with smne public, and many private calls 
npon me for such a work ; and an earnest wish to 
promote, by any means in my power, a truly devo- 
tional spirit; and I now earnestly pray the Father 
of the spirits of all flesh, to render the following 
compositions really profitable to all who may use 
them. 

The great subjects of social and individual prayer 
are so nearly, not to say completely the same, that 
it appears to me nothing but a change of person is 



necessary to render the same prayers proper, either 
for families or individuals. The peculiar circum- 
stances of particular cases, even if they could all be 
known or imagined, would many ttf them be very 
improper to appear in forms fitted for general use : 
all such cases must, and ought to be left to the 
parties themselves. Upon this principle, far the 
greater number of the following Prayers will be 
found suitable for bbth purposes. 

To give as great a variety as I could, I have 
thought it best, after furnishing a Week's Prayers 
upon the usual general plan, to confine myself 
nearly to one leading thought in each prayer, such 
as the several Divine Attributes, and the chief 
affections of mind which it becomes us to cherish 
towards the great and only object of religious 
worship. By this means, the devotions of the 
morning may form a somewhat distinct subject of 
contemplation through the whole of the day. 

The Prayers for the three volumes of Sermons, 
are necessarily determined by the Discourses (o 
which they belong; and it is obvious to remark, 
may with equal propriety be used after any other 
Sermons, upon the same, or nearly the same sub- 
jects. The short Prayers suited to the common 
occurrences of life, it will be seen, are not all 
original, but collected from various quarters. How 
tar I have succeeded in this attempt to assist de- 



PREFACE. V 

Totional feelings and exercises^ it is not for me to 
determine ; I can honestly say^ I have done my best: 
and I now commit it to the candour of my fellow 
Christians^ and the blessing of that 6od^ without 
whose blessing no human effort can be of any avail. 

EDMUND BUTCHER. 



Bristol, November 30, 1821. 
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MORNING AND EVENING PRAYERS 

FOR ONE WEEK. 



FOR SUNDAY MORNING. 

Ho W amiable are thy tabernacles^ Lord Ood 
of hosts! How promotive of our welfare and 
happiness, both for tim^e and eternity^ is thd 
appointment of a day sacred to the purposes of 
devotion. If we are as sensible as we ought to 
be, of its vahie and importance, we shall feel 
proportionably happy in every return of it, and 
shall say with the devout Psalmist, as the hart 
panteth after the wat&rbrooks^ so panteth my soul 
after thee^ O God! 

We trust, it is with sentiments of this kind, 
that we are now drawing near unto thee. This 
day, O God, may we be able, in a happy degree, 
to divest ourselves of the common cares and per* 
plexities of the world, and enter the doors of thy 
house, in sucli a composed and devout state of 



* Prayer far Sunday Mormng. 

mind, tliat the words of our mouths, and the 
meditations of otir hearts, may be acceptable in 
thy sight. 

May we never think of the great ends which 
are proposed by the services of the sanctuary, 
without a d^cp sense of the honour and privilege 
we enjoy, in being thus permitted to draw near 
imto thee. Blessed are they, O Lord.' whom 
thou choosest, and caiisest to approach vnlo thee: 
they shall be satisfied with the goodness of thine 
house, and find, by delightful experience, that the 
services of thy temple below, are, in the most 
natural, and most effectual manner, preparing 
them for the holy and sublime exercises of thy 
temple above. 

This day, O Thou to whom all desires and 
hearts are known! may the hearts of thy children 
be prepared to wait upon thee in an acceptable 
and profitable manner. May humility, reverence 
and love characterise all thy worshippers. May 
no hypocrisy mingle itself with the homage 
which is offered in thy courts. May simplicity, 
and godly siiicerity mark all our devotions. MaV 
the language of our lips be the language of out 
hearts. May alt religious professions be followed 
and strengthened by a holy life and conversation, 
so that our hearts not condemning us, we may 
eaterlain a cheerful and good hope of thy ever- 
lasting favour. 

Accompany, we beseech thee, the labours of 



Prayer for Sunday Morning. 3 

all thy ministering servants with thy blessing. 
May they, in the course of thy providence, be 
greatly instrumental in spreading the kingdom of 
Hghteousness, truth, and benevolence in the world. 
May they study the Scriptures with impartiality 
and diligence. May they spare no pains to ac- 
quire a knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus j 
and when they think they have acquired it, may 
neither shame, nor worldly interest, nor any 
other unworthy motive, prevent the declaration of 
their conviction, to others. May they labour^ 
with fidelity and diligence, in their great work, 
and be willing to spend and he spent in prompting 
the good and glorious cause in which they are 
embarked.^ 

May all Christian professors, in whatever 
station they are placed, and in whatever stage of 
life, consider themselves bound, by every worthy 
and honoQrable method, to adorn the doctrine of 
their pure and holy Master. May they always 
remember, that as they have narhed the name of 
Christ, it is, above all things, incumbent upon 
them to show, that the spirit of Jesus is the spirit 
by which they are influenced. 

With these views of duty, and these supplica- 
tions for thy blessing, we are now, O Lord, going 
to thy tabernacle. May we worship thee in the 
beauty of holiness^ and be made truly joyful in 
the house of prayer. We ask all in the name of 
Jesns^, OUT instructoir and Saviour. Amen. 

b2' 
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FOR SUNDAY EVENING. 

O THOU glorious and gracious Jehovah, who 
hast appointed a Sabhath unto man, and hast 
fitted man for engaging in the serious and de- 
lightful employ' men ts of that sacred season; we 
desire now to thank thee, tliat another Sabbath 
has been bestowed upon us. We hope that we 
have not conducted ourselves, in the course of it, 
in such a manner as wholly to lose its benefits ; 
but that, in some considerable degree, the words 
of our mouths atid the meditations of our hearts 
have been accepiohle in thy sight, Lord, our 
strength and our Redeemer. We hope that we 
can appeal unto thcc, as thesearcher of all hearts, 
that however imperfect our services have been at 
this, or any other time, that our intentions have 
been right, and that, in all our religious services, 
we have been really desirous of pacing thee the 
glory due unto thy name. 

We are very sensible that our best services 
are, in themselves considered, utterly unworthy 
thy notice and acceptance ; our obedience to thy 
hoty and righteous laws is so broken, our lapses 
into sin so frequent, our forgetfulness of thee so 
odcn occurring, and our positive transgressions 
so numerous, lliat nothing but shame and self- 
abasement become us in thy presence. Our very 
repentance nccdb to be repented of, and our only 
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hope of acceptance rests upon that rich^ self-ori-* 
ginated, and unpurchased love of thine, which is 
revealed to us in the Gospel, and confirmed to us 
hy the death and resurrection of Jesus, thy well 
beloved Son. By this glorious event, O Lord, 
there is begotten in us a lively hope of our own 
resurrection from the grave, and the soul-cheering 
prospect of an immortality of improvement and 
felicity in some nobler and future state of ex- 
istence. 

How trifling and transient, with such views as 
these before us, are all the pains and trials of this 
preparatory state. Forgive us, O heavenly and 
adored Father ! that we have ever fainted under 
any of thy chastising visitations : pardon, we pray 
thee, every murmur that has escaped our lips, and 
every impatient and hard thought of thee, which, 
for a longer or a shorter season, has dwelt in our 
minds. May the lively hope of a share in that 
happiness which eye hath not seen^ which ear hath 
not heardy and of' whic^ it hath not entered the 
human heart to conceive^ in future check our 
complaints, and reconcile, us to whatever trials 
thou mayest see fit to exercise us with. They 
cannot be sharper than our sins have deserved, 
and we are sure they will never be more severe, 
than infinite wisdom and goodness see to be 
necessary. 

May we endeavour steadily to keep in mind 
what we^have heard this day in thine house ; and 
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whatever of a truly moral and religious nature we* 
have read or conversed about in our own abode. 
May we not he forgetful hearers j but faithful and 
diligent doers of thy word, and work. May we 
never rest satisfied with having merely a name to 
live. May a desire of holiness animate our hearts. 
May the fruits of holiness adorn our lives. May 
we prove the sincerity, as well as the nature of 
our faith, by our works. May we endeavour to 
make all about us as happy and as virtuous as 
we can. May we never forget that we profisss to 
be the followers of him, who was holy in all 
manner of conversation ; so may we also be. By 
him, O thou parent of pUrity, we ascribe unto 
thee, glory and honour for ever ! 

And now, most merciful Father ! take us under 
thy protection through the hours of darkness; and 
grant, if such be thine Almighty will, that a night 
of calm and undisturbed repose, may fit us for the 
scenes and duties of a new day. As we shall then 
be called upon to return to the common cares and 
employments of life, may we never forget that 
thine eye is upon us at all times, and in all places. 
Be our guide, we beseech thee, unto death, and 
our portion for evermore. Amen. 
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PdR MONDAY MORNING. 

ALMiGfttTY and most merciful God andFatber^ 
who b€ti9t appointed the seasons both of labour 
and devotion ; as we are again about to en* 
gage in the necessary and usefnl cares and em** 
ployments of common life, we pray that they may 
not depriye us of better things. May we not for-^ 
get the religions services in which we were yester- 
day engaged ; or become insensible of the obli- 
gations which the Christian Sabbath lays ns 
under. 

We bless thee, O Thou who art the unchange- 
able source of pnrtty and holiness, as well asjof 
power, knowledge, and mercy, that thou hast left: 
us in no Uttcerfainty as to the way in which an 
interest in thy favour is to be secured. Both in 
the Old and the New Covenant we are told, that 
we must da justice, love mercy, and tcalk humbly 
before thee : that we must avoid transgression 
a» much as possible ; (hat when we have sinned, 
we must confess and forsake our sins ; that we 
must receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Master ; 
that we must honour him as thv well beloved Son, 
as thy divinely authorised Messenger to mankind; 
that we must receive the law from his mouth, 
obey all his commandments, and come unto thee,; 
as his disci pTes> These, O most merciful and 
adorable Parent^ are the conditions which thy' 
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grace has offered, as the terms of reconciliation. 
Upon our compliance with these conditions thou 
hast condescended to assure us, that all our sins 
shall be pardoned, and our everlasting welfare 
made sure. Lord ! how shall we sufficiently 
adore the riches of thy grace ! How wise, as well 
as merciful, is this plan of salvation ! We cannot 
but admire and love it. O help us, Creator and 
Lord of all, to ansvv'cr the end of our being, by 
embracing, with grateful joy, these terms of 
acceptance. Whatever our conduct has hitherto 
been, may our future lives, by adorning our Chris- 
tian profession, bring glory to thee, and fit us, by 
the ouly probable way, ibr partaking in that eter- 
nal felicity which is promised as the reward of 
Huch as fear and love thee. 

May we not, however, rest satisfied with cou- 
teniplating and admiring this plan of salvation, 
and ascribiog glory unto thee in our closets. May 
we take cvtsry opportunity to explain and recom- 
mend it to our fellow probationers. May we 
never forget, that it is the dnty of every one to be 
a preacher of righteousness wherever he cau. 
Influenced by this consideration, assist us, we 
beseech thee, O thou fountain of purity and recti- 
tude, in the steady practice of holiness ourselves, 
and incline us to exert our best endeavours to 
promote holiness in the hearts of all about us. 

May these proper and benevolent feelings not 
be confined to ourselves, or to a few little circles. 



Prayer for Monday Morning. 8> 

scattered here and there. May a zeal for thine 
honour, a desire that thy name may be hallowed, 
and if possible, the salvation of all mankind 
secured, go forth in every direction, and stir up 
multitudes to. pray and labour in this great and 
good cause. May all mistaken and injurious 
notions of thee, and of thy government^ be rooted 
out of the human mind ; may it be every where 
felt and acknowledged, that thou art, and ever 
hast been, tlie unchangeable patron and father 
of truth, justice, impartiality, and love ; and that 
nothing inconsistent with these can proceed from, 
or be sanctioned by, thee. May it be established 
beyond ail contradiction, that holiness is the 
natural, and only way to happiness : that none 
can be the friends, and true followers of Christ, 
but such as obey his precepts, and copy his 
example. By the prevalence of these divine, 
rational, scriptural and beneficent principles, may 
thy kingdom, of righteousneas and peace, speedily 
come: tlie overthrow of evil be completely 
effected, and the eternal triumph of truth and 
love made sure. This, O thou greatest and best 
of Beings, we hope for, as believers in the gospel, 
of Jesus, thy well beloved Son ; and by him we 
ascribe unto thee, all honour and glory for ever. 
Amen. 
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FOR MONDAY EVENING. 

Almighty and eternal God, whose sovereign 
power uothing ca,n withstand or controul; in 
whose sight eternity is hut as a moment, and hy 
whose supreme iotelligence all things are con- 
ducted in the wisest and best manner, with the 
deepest reverence, this evening we bow at the 
foot of thy throne, and confess our own iosignifi- 
cance and unworthio^s. What are we, O thou 
Creator and Disposer of all things, but what 
thou hast been pleased to make us? What do 
M'e possess, but what thou hast bestowed upon 
us; and what can we render unto thee, but what 
is already thine own ? Thus destitute of all ori- 
ginal passes.sions, and holding life and all its 
necessaries and pleasures, entirely at thy will; 
we cast ourselves in the most unreserved maoDer 
upon thee. Do iiilh us, and do for us, whatever 
seemcth unto thee fittest and best ; that, we are 
sure, will be fittest and best for us. With hea- 
venly wisdom for our guide, with heavenly power 
for our support, with heavenly goodness to sup- 
ply all our real wants, we will go forth with 
cheerfulness and zeal to all the duties of life. 
Prosperity and adversity, we are persuaded, 
under thy blessing, will prove equally beneficial 
to our real welfare ; and as we are wholly igno- 
rant what, in this best sense, is most for our ad- 
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vantage, we dare oot ask for otie^ in preference 
to the other. All we ask is, that we may use 
prosperity, if that shonld be our portion, with 
gratitude to thee, from whom it proceeds ; with 
a manly, though not a morose moderation, in our 
personal enjoyment of it, and with a liberal com- 
munication of the comforts it will enable us to 
bestow upon those who stand in need of our 
assistance. If, on the other hand, it shall please 
thee, in the course of thy wise and righteous pro- 
vidence, to appoint to us, a lot of pain and sor- 
row, may we not call in question the equity or 
the impartiality of thy dealings with us. May 
no hard thoughts of thee be suffered to dweW in 
our hearts ; may no fretful and murmuring lan- 
guage drop from our lips. May it be our earnest 
desire, and our constant endeavour, thoit patience 
may have its perfect work^ and enable us to pos- 
sess our souls in peace. 

As the great fountain of wisdom, as welt as 
the sole author of existence, we look up unto 
thee for that wisdom which is profitable to direct. 
May we seek its beginning in thy most holy Book, 
and may we cultivate, with diligence and per- 
severance, all the means of increasing it with 
which we are favoured. We desire to be truly 
thankful for those, comparatively, high attain- 
ments of which human nature is capable; and 
we pray that, whatever share of this noble talent 
we are entrusted with, it may neither be trifled 



12 Prayer for Monday Evening. 

with, iior neglected by us. May we not ungratefully 
wrap it ia a napkin, or bury it in the earth, nor 
so abuse it, as to render it, in any way, the 
means of corruption and sin to ourselves or others. 
The highest and best object of knowledge, is 
that which leads us the most directly to thee. 
May this be the first object of our desire and 
pursuit. We devoutly thank thee, for those 
means of acquiring it, with which we are jso 
abundantly furnished in the gospel of Christ 
Jesus: as his disciples, may we honestly use 
them to the promotion of thy glory, and our own 
everlasting salvation. 

To thee, the Father of all the families of the 
earth, who has protected us through the hours, 
and brought us to the close of another day, we 
cheerfully commit ourselves for this night, and for 
the remaining part of our lives. Bless us, OGod! 
and keep us ; lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us, and give us peace, now and evermore. 
Amen. 
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FOR TUESDAY MORNING. 

Most glorious and adorable Lord God AU 
mighty ! heaven is thy throne, and earth is thy 
footstool, and all the inhabitants of the one and 
the other, are the workmanship of thine hands, 
and the constant dependents upon thy power and 
protection. The heaven of heavens, however, 
cannot contain thee. Thou art a God nigh at 
hand, and afar off. All space is fiUed with thy 
presence, all worlds are bright with thy glory, 
all existences are produced and upheld by thee. 
Every degree of intelligence is a portion of thy 
wisdom, and the supply of every want is. a mani* 
festation of thy goodness. From thee, as the 
Father of lights y and of mercies ^ comeih down 
every good and perfect gift. With thee there is 
no variableness y nor even the shadota of a change. 
From everlasting to everlasting thou art God. 
It i§ the noblest privilege of our nature, that we 
are permitted to draw near unto thee, as our. 
Father ; and not only permitted, but invited to 
cast all our cares upon thee. O thou gTacious 
and benevolent Parent, we are now availing our- 
selves of this precious, this invaluable privilege. 
We call upon our souls, and all that is within us, 
to adore and extol thy perfections. . With every 
sentiment of reverence and humility that we are 
capable of forming, would we prostrate ourselves. 
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in thy presence. With every feeling; of gratitude 
uhiclithe reception of daily and hourly blessings 
can inspire, we would acknowledge and adore 
thy goodness. With all that confidence which 
never disappointed experience must communicate, 
do we pray for the continnance of thy favour. 
With that holy hope which thy character and 
declarations impress most deeply npon us, we 
look forward to the bestowment of e\ery future 
and proper good. Ignorant ourselves of what 
will be really best for us, our consolation is, that 
that ignorance does not at all affect thee. Thy 
knowledge, like all thy othor perfections, is truly 
infinite, and we are persuaded that thou art as 
willing as thou art able, to bestow upon us, and 
upon all thy creatures, that which is fittest and 
best for them. 

As these are the convictions which, in our 
best moments, occupy our minds, we pray that 
ue may have wisdom aud fortitude to act at all 
times upon them. So strengthen our faith, that 
we may have no anxiety as to what is to befal us 
in future. While we neglect no measures which 
piety warrants, and which prudence requires, in 
the management of our concerns, may we cherish 
a religions indifference as to the result ; satisfied 
that, as it is thy just prerogative to direct this, 
ihou will determine it in the best possible way. 

With this reverence of all thy perfections, 
\^ith this full reliance upon the universality of 
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thy providence^ we offer unto thee this our morn- 
ing tribute of gratitude and praise. During 
another nighty we have received thy protection ; 
at the beginning of another day we commit our- 
selves to thy guardianship. Merciful Father, 
watch over us for good. May we be guided by 
the great motives^ of religion through all the 
events of the day. May we so act, that our 
consciences may not reproach us, and at the 
close of the day, may we find ourselves stUl with 
iheek We ask every blessing, as the disciples <^ 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by him we ascribe 
unto thee, the Father, glory and praise for even 
Amen. 



FOR TUESDAY EVENING. 

Most gracious and adorable Jehovah, in 
whose hands our breath is, and whose all our 
ways are. We now enter thy presence, to thank 
thee for the preservation and comforts of another 
day. In the morning we committed ourselves to 
thy protection, and, blessed be thy name, that 
protection hath not been withheld from us.. We 
have gone out, and come in, in health and peace. 
None of the accidents to which human life is 
constantly exposed, have befallen us. We have 
been able to discharge the duties incumbent 
upon Qs, and we hope this has been done upon 
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proper motives, and in such a manoer as to 
bccuie tliioe approbation. 

Our opportunities and abilities of doing good, 
ai'e all communicated and preserved by thee. 
We desire to be thankful that they are so nu- 
merous, and pray that we may be careful to 
improve them for the great and good purposes for 
which they have been bestowed upon us. 

In our several occupations and employments, 
may it be our unitbrm desire and endeavour to 
abide with thee our God. May we, if imssible, 
never forget that final account which we are to 
render unto thee, of our whole behaviour. In all 
pur intercourse with society, may we always re- 
member whose name we bear, and whose pre- 
cepts and example it is both our duty and interest 
to follow. 

Upon all occasions, may the simple unem- 
barrassed language of truth dwell upon our lips ; 
and the law of pure christian charity regulate our 
actions. May no hypocrisy either to thee, or our 
fellow-creatures, ever be contemplated or prac- 
tised by us. What we would wish to be done 
to ourselves, that, in all cases, may we do unto 
otiicrs. May a manly simplicity and a goiUy 
sincerity, dictate all that we say and do ; and 
while wc make large allowances for the prejudices 
and circumstances of others, may we c-vercisc 
the most rigid circumspection over our own 
hearts and lives. May we never Hatter ourselves 
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with the fandy that merely talking about religion, 
however flueDtly and excellently we may do it, 
will supply the place of sterling virtue, or be ac- 
cepted by thee^ a pure and heart-searching God, 
in the room of a holy life and conversation. We 
are sure that thou canst not be deceived, and all 
thy perfections forbid us to suppose that thou 
mayest be mocked with impunity. What tee 
8010 we must expect to reap. This is the lan- 
guage both of reason and revelation, those two 
directories which equally come from thee ; and 
are given to be lights unto our feet and lamps 
unto our paths. By them may we be constantly 
guided. Under their influence, may we uni- 
formly act ; particularly may our views be fre- 
quently directed to the hour of death, the day 
of judgment, ana that state of retribution which 
is then to take place. Whatever we may be 
able to do nowy we can then by no means escape 
the just moral result of our behaviour. If upoa 
the whole it be found, that, through the con- 
currence of thy mercy, we have been followers 
of that which is goodj we may expect to share in 
the blessings of a happy immortality; but if, on 
the contrary, we are in the number of those un- 
happy persons^ who are chargeable with habitual 
and persevering iniquity, it is but just that we 
should have our portion in that outer darkness 
where there is to he weeping^ wailing^ and gnashing 
of teeth. 
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Gracious God ! in inerc;y we beseech thee to* 
hear our prayers for the forgiveness of every sin 
with which we have been chargeable. For the 
tinae to come, enable us to act in a wiser and 
better manner ; assist us in keeping our hearts 
with all diligence. May we watch carefully 
against the temptations to which we are ex- 
posed, and guard especially against those siiur 
which most easily beset us ; striving continually to 
keep our consciences void of offence towards thee, 
our God, and towards all our fellow-creaturet^. 
Following the example of our Lord and Master, 
may we study to do good to all, as we have 
opportunity, considering the whole human race 
as forming one great family y of which thou art 
the common God and Father. Thus may we 
endeavour to fulfil the whole law of Christ ; .and 
particularly, like him may we be meek and lowly 
HI heart, and at all times be disposed to say. 
Not as wc will, O God ! but as thou wilt. 
. Thankful, we hope, for all the blessings which 
have been showered upon us, we commit our- 
selves to thy protection during this night If it 
please thee, may comfortable sleep be our portion, 
and may we meet a new day In health and peace. 
Thou art our keeper, and by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we ascribe unto thee eternal honours. 
Aiuen. 
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FOR WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Most holy and adorable Jehovah ! Thine is 
a kingdom which knows neither change nor ter* 
mination ; like thyself, it is the same yesterday^ 
to-day, and for ever. With the deepest rever- 
ence would we this morning prostrate ourselves 
at the foot of thy throne, and acknowledge that 
our noblest conceptions fall infinitely short of thy 
perfections; and, are, in themselves, utterly un<* 
worthy of thy notice. Our folly and vice, when 
contrasted with thy wisdom and purity, might 
well deter us from venturing to call upon thy 
holy and venerable name, but to whom shall we 
go if not unto thee, our Creator, our supporter, 
and our God! Adored for ever be thy grace} 
that hope, which our frequent offences might 
forbid us to entertain, is afforded and cherished 
by the clear and direct invitations of thy love* 
Merciful Father ! condescend, we entreat theci 
to accept our thanks for those invitations^ and 
once more to avail ourselves of them. 

As the creatures of thy power, as utterly un-» 
able either to support or supply ourselves, we 
humbly beseech thee to bestow upon us whatever 
thou seest to be necessary and proper for us. 
Hitherto, blessed be thy name, we have been 
supported in much comfort. Our bread has beei^ 
given UB, aqd our water has never failed. In, 
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many iustanceg, our cup has been running over 
teiik good, and the lines have fallen to its in 
pleasant places. It is true, the future is, to us, 
all uncertain and iinkoown ; but this, after our 
]ong and uniform experience of thy goodness, 
ought to fill lis with no alarm. Our ignorance 
is no impedi/nent to thy knowledg;e, and, for ever 
praised be thy grace, our unworthiness is no bar 
to thy loving kindness. Thy perfections can 
neither change nor fail. We, as well as al! the 
■worlds and beings around us, are the work of thy 
hands, and wo can, at all times, rejoice in that 
consoling declaration, that tkoii hatest nothing 
which thou hast made, but that, on the contrary, 
thy tender mercies are over all thy works. Blesg- 
ing and honour, and glory ajid praise be unto 
thee, O God, for ever and ever ! 

While we bless thee for the share we are 
permitted to have in the bounties of thy common 
providence ; wliile we thank thee for supply by 
day, and protection by night; while we receive. 
we trust, with religions gratitude, our portion of 
those accommodations which society affords to 
its orderly and useful members, we would never 
forget our intellectual and spiritual obligations. 
It is in thy favor we live, and it is owing to thee 
that we have been placed in such circumstances 
as to enable us to acquire whatever degree of 
knowledge we possess. Help ua, O thou fountain 
of all wisdom, to make a wise and proper use of 
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all that we know. May we never prostitute 
knowledge, that best of thy gifts, to the pro- 
motion of any base and unholy designs or pur- 
suits. May our religious knotcledge in particular 
bring forth in our hearts and lives its proper and 
divine fruits. If, as we believe it to be, it is in 
many respects more rational and scriptural, than 
that of many about us ; may its real nature be 
shown, more by our actions than our words. 
May our whole conduct be so under the direction 
and control of a truly religious spirit, that others, 
without any affectation or parade on our part, 
may see our good works, and glorify thee, our 
Father y who art in heaven. 

Go with us, we pray thee, through all the 
employments of this day. May we do nothing 
in the course of it, upon which we cannotJionestly 
ask thy blessing ; and, at night, if it shall please 
thee to preserve us till then, may we lie down 
again under the shadow of thy wings. We ask 
all, as the disdiples of the holy Jesus, and by 
him we ascribe unto thee, the only God, never 
ceasing praises. Amen. 



^ 



^ Prayer, for Wednesday Eoeming, 



FOR WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

 I 

Eternal aod all-seeing God, to whose ob- 
servation our very hearts are continually open ; 
we come unto thee, at the close pf another day, 
to thank thee for thy preserving mercy, to implore 
thy forgiveness for evei'y past transgression, and 
to beseeck thee to be our guide and guard' 
through all that remains of life. As we know 
that every degree of hypocrisy must be highly 
offensive to thee, may we avoid, with the utmost 
solicitude, every approacli to it. May we never 
satisfy ourselves with aiming at any thing short 
of a clean hearty a comcience void of offence to- 
wards thee, our God, and towards all our fellow* 
creatures* May we never forget that we have 
'^lafned the name of Christ; that we are the 
livowed followers of the pure and spotless Lamb 
of God. O thou who art his, and our God and 
Father^ grant that we may, in no instance, dis- 
grace this holy and venerable name ! Assist us 
in the discharge of every personal and social 
obligation. As far as our power and influence 
extends, may we do our utmost to spread, in so- 
ciety, just and honou^ble notions of thee, and 
of thy holy, righteous, and benevolent admini- 
stration. While we think of thee with holy awe, 
as the fountain of purity, righteousness and 
truth ; while we recollect that thou knowest and 
noticest every thought and intention of our heart ; 
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jmay we also view thee, as a merciful and gra^ 
cious FatheTy as ready to accept and strengthen 
every contrite feeling, and to afford pardon and 
forgiveness to every sincere penitent 

Exposed as we are, in this state of trial, to 
various and powerful temptations, may thy grace 
be so sufficient for us,^ that none of them may 
prove above our power of resistance. May we 
be always sober and watchful, that we be not 
surprised and overcome. By bitter experience, 
we are convinced of that frailty of nature which 
renders us liable to fall. Our improper am« 
bition, Our degrading sensuality, our contemptible 
selfishness, our arrogance and pride, are sadly 
contrary to every good resolution, and to every 
holy purpose and habit. O thou in whose hands 
our breath iSy and whose all our ways are, assist, 
we beseech thee, our endeavours to resist these 
enemies of our virtue and peace. May we never, 
if possible, remit our vigilance, or be off our 
guard. Help us to tcalk cautiously , that we may 
walk safely. Above all, may a supreme regard 
to thy notice, and a supreme desire of thine ap- 
probation, govern us at all times. This, we are 
persuaded, is a motive sufficiently powerful to 
bear us triumphantly through every moral dan-* 
ger, and make us conquerors in the most trying 
situations. Conscious that if we resist tempta-* 
tion with sufficient energy, it will flee from us, 
may we, depending upon thy divine help^ stan4 
firm in the conflict, and not, by basely yielding to 
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momentary gratiOcations, lay up for ourselves a. 
sad reversion of shame and remorse Aere, and an 
awful apprehension of becoming the objects of 
thy sore displeasure hereafter. While, in the 
path of duty, we cannot doubt of thy blessing, 
and if we deliberately go out of U, we cannot 
expect thy favour. 

Once more, O thou creator of our bodies and 
father of our spirits, we solemnly commit our- 
selves, and all our concerns unto thee. Take 
us, O thou sovereign disposer of all things, into 
thy holy keeping; may our earnest and prevail- 
ing desire be, tliat thy will may always be done 
in us and by us. That, as we grow in years, we 
may grow in every pious, virtuous and holy dis- 
position, and so live, at once to thy glory, and 
the advamjeraent of our own best interest. 

Bless, we beseech thee, all our relatives and 
friends. May they so conduct themselves as to 
become (it for thy favourable regards. Wc de- 
sire to live peaceably with all men ; and if we 
have ever indulged in any hostile feelings to- 
wards any of our fellow-creatures, we im^^ore 
tliy forgiveness for such an improper spirit, and 
now heartily pray for their spiritual and eternal 
welfare. All these things, great and gracious 
God, we ask, as the disciples of Jesus our Lord 
and Master, and by him, we ascribe unto thee, 
the blessed and the only potentate, never-ceasing 
praises. Amen. 
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FOR THURSDAY MORNING. ' 

O THOU wisest, greatest and best of all 
Beings, whose power upholds, whose wisdom 
directs, and whose goodness supplies the worlds 
andvthe creatures which thou hast made ; permit 
us, on the morning of a ilew day, to approach thy 
sacred presence, .and, as humble, prostrate wor- 
shippers, to call upori thy holy and venerable 
name. When we consider ^he greatness of thy 
majesty, we are overwhelmed with a sense of 
our own insignificance, and astonished tUat wc 
are suffered to hold a wrbal intercourse with 
thee. When we think of thy purity, a sense of 
our own unworthiness renders us almost afraid 
to enter, even by an act of worship, thy sacred 
presence ; but when we think of thy compassion 
and grace, all our fears vanish, and, with holy 
hope, and devout confidence, we look up to ottr 
Father who is in heaven. 

Gracious and adorable Parent, bountiful and 
unwearied Benefactor ! what shall we render 
unto thee for all the past proofs of thy love unto 
us ? When we look back upon life, what moun- 
tains of mercy rise behind us. What days, and 
weeks, what months and years of protection and 
love have we to be thankful for! From how 
inany perils have we been delivered ; from what 
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depths of infirmity and sickness have we been 
raised up ! and, through help obtained from 
thee, in what favourable circumstances do we 
now find onrselves ! May every blessing increase 
our gratitude ; may every favour prove a new 
stimulus to virtuous exertion ; may every in- 
stance of success in overcoming temptation, fur- 
nish us with fresh motives to persevere in our 
opposition to evil thoughts and habits ; and every 
attainment in real goodness inspire us with 
more vigorous desires and hopes in the pursuit 
of substantial and perfect holiness. 

O tfiou searcher of all hearts ! whatever degree 
of goodness we may have reached, may no un- 
hallowed confidence in ourselves be its result. 
Indeed, tins cannot be the case, if a grain of true 
humility dwell in our hearts. Our very best per- 
formances and attainments fall so infinitely short 
of (Ay perfections and o»r duty, that humiliation 
and sell-abasement are the only feelings which a 
proper view of our motives and actions can pos. 
sibly generate. Thou art of purer eyes than to 
Iwhold iniquity : lliou canst not be deceived by 
the fairest appearances : thou searchcst the 
heart, and requirest truth in the inward parts. 
Our motives are, at all times, so mixed ; our best 
purposes and designs so poorly executed; our 
desires after holiness so cold, and our endeavours 
to obtain and cherish it, so weak and defective. 
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that shaipe and confusion of face, instead of any 
thing like presumption and confidence, ought to 
fill us before thee. 

. : O Thou, by whose compassion and favour it 
is, that, notwithstanding our offences, we are 
still continued in existence, may this thine 
adorable goodness not be lost upon us. May 
true and unfeigned repentance restore us to thy 
favour ! relying upon the gracious declarations of 
thy word, that there is forgiveness with thee, that 
ikou mayest be feared, we now cast ourselves 
at the foot of thy throne, and beseech thee, for 
thine infinite mercy's sake, as manifested in the 
gospel of Christ Jesus, to pardon and blot out 
all our transgressions. So long as it may seem 
right unto thee to preserve us in this state of 
trial, may we be kept from relapsing into folly 
and sin. As far as is consistent with human 
frailty, may we walk in obedience to aU thy 
commandments. 

May our behaviour this day bear witness to 
the sincerity of these our petitions ; and at the 
close of it may we find ourselves still with Thee. 
Be thou, O Lord, our guide and guardian, 
through the whole journey df life. Give us, 
day by day, that wisdom which is profitable to 
direct ; and amidst all the cares, employments, 
and avocations of mortality, may we never be 
long unmindful of that eternal state to which 
we ^re every day 4rawing nearer* Amen^ 
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Once more, O our Creator and Preserver, 
we draw near unto thee, Another day has 
borne witness to thy preserving goodness, and 
the close of it shall bear testimony to our grati- 
tude and praise. At this time we would worship 
thee, as the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. May his temper and spirit be daily 
growing within us. May we keep his blessed 
example constantly in our eye, and, as closely as 
possible, walk in his footsteps. While we are 
faithful and diligent In discharging the necessary 
and various businesses of life, may we possess 
that devout fervour of spirit which may, at all 
times, lead us to thee. If possible, may we 
never forget either thy general providence, or 
the particular notice which thou art taking of 
each of thy creatures. We know that nothing 
can be secreted from thee : that our roost pri- 
vate intentions and designs are perfectly naked 
in thy sight : may this conviction be at all times 
present with us, and keep us not only from pre~ 
sumptuous, but from secret sins. 

Having experienced thy fatherly protection 
thus far, may no unfounded and unworthy dis- 
trust of either thy power or love betray us into 
anxiety for the future. Mercy and truth have, 
hitherto, been with us, and the immutabitity of 
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thy nature is the pledge that they will not, un- 
less it be our own fiiult, be withdrawn from us. 
Blessed and adorable Father^ if we do not forsake 
thee, thou wilt never forsake us^ but wilt cause 
all things to work together for our eternal good. 
With the fullest conOdence, therefore, we eom- 
mit ourselves and all our concerns to thee for 
this night, and the residue of life. Safe in the 
hands of infinite wisdom, power and love, we 
would not seek to know what is before us. All 
we pray is, that we may be kept in the path of 
duty; and thy holy will, O our Creator and our 
God, may be done in us, and by us. , 

The same blessings which we ask for ourselves, 
we humbly beseech thee to ]>estow, as thou seest 
&, upon all who are near and dear to us. May 
our children be thy children, and our friends the 
friends of God and goodness. May they seek, in 
the first place, thy heavenly kingdom, and so put 
themsielves in the best way. for having every 
necessary earthly- good bestowed upon them. 
Known unto thee are all their situations, and it 
is the delight of our hearts to thinks that thou 
art both able and mlling to supply all their 
wants. Conduct them, O Lord, we pray, through 
all the changes and chances of this state of trial, 
in such a manner, that when they have passed, 
what is comparatively a wifdernesSy they may be 
fit for an admission into that heavenly Canaan, 
wherp absolute purity, unmingled piety, and 
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eternal peace for ever dwell. For the assiireil 
hope of this blessed immortality, which is 
confirmed to us by the resurrection, and in the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, O Lord ou^ 
God, we most unfeignedly adore and praise thee ! 
powerful, indeed, is the motive thus afforded us 
for the utmost diligence in every good word and 
work : may neither we, nor any that are dear to 
US, be unaffected by it'; may we be increasing 
in all the fruits of hdiness to the very end of 
our course. 

As soon as it is proper and possible, we be*' 

_ > 

seech thee, O heavenly Father! to bring all 
mankind to such a knowledge of thyself, as may 
convince them that they are all brethren, and 
lead them to promote, by every means in their 
power, the peace, improvement, and real happi- 
ness of each other. Most sincerely would we 
pray for the true welfare, not only of our^ rela- 
tions and friends, but also for those who, from 
whatever cause, have conceived any displeasure 
against us. If we have acted unjustly or un- 
kindly towards any, we ask forgiveness for our- 
selves upon the terms of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ ; and if they indulge a spirit of ill-will 
against us without cause, we humbly pray thee 
to forgive them. We ask all, as the disciples of 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 
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FOR FRIDAY MORNING. 

Almighty and most merciful Father ! with 
every new day, we would renew our humble and 
gprateful addresses unto thee. Upon the mng$ 
of the morning shall our ascriptions of admiration' 
and praise ascend unto thee, O our King and 
our OodJ In all thy works, even our limited 
capacities can discover the most evident traces 
of order and wisdom, of benevolence and beauty. 
The heavens and the earth, the sea and the diy 
land, abound with wonders, and lead our thoughts 
by an easy and natural gradation from thy works 
unto thyself; and shall we, O Liord, dwell year 
after year, in such a beautiful and commodious 
world as this, and be insensible of that presence 
which is every where manifest ? O forgive us, 
that we are not every moiiient impressed with 
a sense of thy perfections, and in every action of 
our lives speaking forth thy praise. 

May this perception of thy perfections be fol- 
lowed with something better than mere admira- 
tion ! May we recollect, at all times, that thine 
eye is upon us. As every object is fitted to re- 
mind us of thine existence, « may every object 
prompt us to love and obedience. While the 
heavenly bodies perform their wonderful revolu- 
tions with . such undeviating regularity — while 
all the tribes of animated nature preserve the 
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places and instincts which thy wisdom has pre- 
scribed to them, O let il not be the reproach of 
thine intelligent offspring, that tliey are the only 
rebels in thy vast dominion. Bow our hearts, 
O thou greatest and best of Beings, into the 
deepest submission to thine authority. May thy 
holy and righteous commandments be the rule of 
our lives. Thy power is the spring of our exist- 
ence, thy tvisdmn the so\irce of our oudcrstand- 
ing, and thy goodness the inexhaustible fountain 
of all our blessings. To thy service may all our 
powers be dedicated ; and in thy praise, all our 
faculties exerted. 

Forgive us, we beseech thee, every instance 
of former transgression. We acknowledge and 
we lament our deficiencies and sins. We cast 
ourselves upon that rich grace which is mani- 
fested in the gospel of Christ Jesus, for pardon : 
we have no hope but in thy forgiving mercy. 
May this day not increase the number of our 
offences. May none of its trials be too hard for 
us. In all its employments and relaxations, may 
a sense of thy presence and inspection animate 
us to duty, and preserve un from folly and vice. 
, While we avoid all ostentation and parade 
in our religious profession, may we never lie 
ashamed of showing, with firnmess and modesty, 
that we habitually act under the influence of re- 
ligious principles and hopes. May we uniformly 
conduct ourselves as seeing tbee, who art m- 
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vmblej aod with simplicity and godly sincerity ^ 
maintain a supreme regard, to thy notice and ap- 
probation. May integrity and uprightness pre- 
serve us in all our intercourse with mankind. 

We rejoice, that in the path of duty we may 
so confidently expect thy bleising; and we ear- 
nestly pray, that we may continue in thy fear all 
the day long. If it please thee, may we pass 
through it in safety and peace, and ^t its close, 
may we find ourselves still with thee. We ask 
all as the disciples of Jesus, and by him^ we 
ascribe unto thee, of whom^ and through whom, 
and to whom are all things, glory and blessing 
forever. Amen. 



FOR FRIDAY EVENING. 

Great and glorious Lord of the Universe^ 
thy various perfections reMer thee the only ob- 
ject of our adoration. The order and harmony 
of thy works, proclaim thy power and wisdom ; 
and the experience of every day confirms our con^ 
fdence in thy goodness. Another of the little 
portions of time into which life U divided, is now 
drawing to a close — the shadows of the evening 
are upon u& The labours of another day. are 
over; and it is but a few of thy creatures, comr 
paratively, who are denied the blessings of re- 
^ pose. Night unto night, O Lord, as well a&day 
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unto day, bears witness to that fatherly care, 
which cheers every heart, and, as long as it is 
proper, preserves every life. 

Blessed and benevolent Creator, take us again, 
we pray thee, into thy holy keeping ; and, if it 
please thee, noake us again monuments of thy 
preserving and restoring goodness. At home or 
abroad, awake or asleep, if under thy protection, 
we are equally safe. We know that even here 
we are immortal, so long as thou pleascst to up- 
hold us ; and our most earnest petition is, that, 
by all the discipline of this preparatory existence, 
we may be properly prepared for that true im- 
mortality which lies beyond the grave. All our 
times are in thy hands ; and with joy we reflect, 
that nature and society are equally the subjects 
of.thy care and controul. As there is not a place 
where thou art not present, so there is not an 
event which is not under thy direction. Thy 
providence. Lord God Omnipotent, is unlimited, 
both in extent and duration. The nations of the 
earth are all subject to thy sovereign authority; 
and the hearts of all individuals are in thy hands. 
As thou settest bounds to the stormy ocean, eo 
thou restrainest the wrath of man, and stilleat, 
whenever thou pleascst, the tumult of the most 
agitated spirit. Unconscious themselves, the 
most apparently lawless of thy creatures are all 
the agents of thy providence. While they in- 
tend only the accomplishmeot of their owd, fre- 
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qaently/ vi<rfeDt and unjust desires, tbeyueae* 
tually bringing thy purposes to pass. l%us it is, 
tiiat causing good to arise out of evil, and taking 
the wiae in their, oioift crafHnesBj thou art ruling 
all thy creatures. Who is there diot ought not 
to fear thee, O thou supreme and righteous Go- 
vernor? Who will not extol and magnify thy 
wise and holy administration, O thou King of 
Saints? 

All our motives and actions this day, as well 
as at other times, have been known unto thee : 
whatever has been well intended, though but 
imperfectly formed, may thy mercy accept; and 
whatever has been really evil, may it be so truly 
repented of, that by thy clemency it may be for'* 
given. We hope we may appeal to thee, that 
we would not wilfully and deliberately transgress ; 
and we humbly pray, that in future, we may be 
more circumspect and Christian-like in our whole 
conduct, than we have formerly been. 

Persuaded that none of us are overlooked or 
forgotten by thee, may a cheerful confidence at- 
tend the discharge of duty, and a holy cautidn 
keep us from the path of transgression. TTumk^ 
ful for all our mercies, patient under all our sor- 
rows, humble in a consciousness of our numerous 
imperfections, and truly penitent for all our sins ; 
iiiay we endeavour to fill up the stations in which 
thou hast placed us, in such a manner, that we 
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may finally be crowned with thyfavoiv- We 
ask it as disciples of Christ, by whom we ascribe 
unto thee, the Ood only wise^ who can stablish 
us according to the gospel, glory, and dominion 
for ever. Amen. 
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FOR SATURDAY MORNING. 

Most glorious and adorable Lord God Al- 
mighty, the protection of another night calls 
upon us, with our preserved and renewed powers, 
to celebrate thy praise. Wholly unable, while 
asleep, to help ourselves, we rest in safety under 
the shadow of thy wings. Again, O thou Foun- 
tain of Glory, we behold the light of life, and 
find ourselves restored to the possession of both 
our mental and bodily powers. May we, this 
day, employ them in the faithful discharge of all 
the duties which are incumbent upon us. May 
piety to Thee be united with self-government, 
with humble reverence, with dutiful submission, 
with holy confidence, and with devout acquies- 
cence. May any means of information which 
may this day be afforded us, be received with 
gratitude, and improved with diligence. May 
opportunities of doing good be cheerfully em- 
braced ; and thus, by a virtuous and active em- 
ployment of our capacities and powers, may we 
do honor to thy creating and preserving good- 
ness ; advance in a closer conformity to the ex- 
ample of our blessed Lord and Master ; and grow 
more fit for thy final acceptance. 

We have reason,, when we look back upon our 
past conduct, to be ashamed and sorry for many 
parts of it. We desire, O thou God of purity, 
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deeply to humble ourselves in thy sight. May 
our contrition be truly sincere, and may we give 
the only effectual proof of it, a thorough reforma- 
tion of our lives. May we never delude ourselves 
with the notion, that any thing short of this, can 
secure to us thine approbation. 

With full confidence, we again commit our- 
selves to thy care — that which thou seest we 
stand in need of, be graciously pleased to be- 
stow upon us. May we not abuse prosperity if it 
be granted ; may we not be peevish and cast 
down, if adversity be our portion. May health be 
virtuously and usefully employed. May pain and 
suffering be borne with patience. May a meek 
and quiet acquiescence in thy will be manifested 
in all our deportment; and whatever we gain or 
lose of any earthly good, may we be finally par- 
takers of that heavenly felicity, which the gospel 
of Jesus holds forth, as the noblest object of 
human desire and pursuit. 

Preserve us, if it be proper, this day ; not only 
from the diseases, but from the accidents of hu- 
man life. We are constantly exposed to a mul- 
titude of unknown dangers ; may none of them, 
if it please thee, this day be permitted to befall 
us. May thy shield be spread over us, and by 
another day of protection and favour, bear witness, 
that thy fatherly love is watching over us for 
good. 

May faith lead us to thee, as our all-sufficient 
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protector, and a cheering sense or thy paternal 
love accompaDy us ihrough all the duties, and 
all the hours of the day ; and at the close of it, 
may each of us be able to say, Return unto thy 
rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt bounti- 
fully with thee. 

We beseech thee to hear us, O God, as tha 
disciples of thy well-beloved Son. May we never 
forget that we are his disciples ; and that, by thy 
a^^intment, he is to be our (inal Judge. May 
we especially be guided in all our behaviour, by 
that spirit of equity and love, which was so con- 
spicuous in him, and so repeatedly enjoined on all 
his followers. Thus may we be prepared for adorn- 
ing our profession here, and fitted for the attain- 
ment of glory and honour hereailcr. Anien. 



FOR SATURDAY EVENING. 

Glorious and adorable Lord God Almightj ! 
in tiiy presence millions of worlds are nothing; 
m a moment thou canst speak them into being, 
and in a moment thou caust blot them out of 
existence. The universe, and all the worlds and 
systems that it contains, are dependant upon thy 
power, and regulated by thine all superintending 
providence. Amidst the immensity of thy works, 
O thou beneficent Creator ! thou regardest, with 
favour, that comparatively little speck which we 
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inhabit. But if our whole vi'orld is so insignifi-  
cant, how much more insignificant, individually 
considered, are we. Lord! thy favours are truly 
astoniishing! While Heaven resounds with hal- 
lelujahs ; while Angels and Archangels bow 
around thy throne, and execute thy commands, 
thou condescendest to notice even us Our un- 
worthy ascriptions of homage, our poor attempts 
of praise, we are assured, rise before thee ; and, 
if proceeding from humble and upright hearts, 
are accepted and recorded above. 

Eocourflged by such reilections as these, and 
finding ourselves at the close of another of our 
weeks and days, wc draw near unto thee. Ac- 
cept, wise Creator, and bountiful Benefactor, 
the thanks wc have now to offer imto thee. This 
day our wants have been supplied, our comforts 
continued; and we hope, in a great measure, our 
innocence preserved: the morning was witness 
to our hui^ble intercessions, and the evening 
shall not forget to acknowledge how those prayers 
have been answered, God of all ! we adore thee 
for thy bounties; we pray thee to supply the 
wants of all our fellow-creatures ; and especially, 
grant that the spiritual necessities of mankind 
may be the objects of thy peculiar regard. While 
the accommodations of mortality are given In 
such rich abundance, O let not the provisions of 
the soul be withheld. Send forth thy light and 
thy truth to every pari of the world ; and may 
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those who have long been favoured with the dis- 
coveries of thy gospel, be more disposed to value 
and improve them than they often are. 

Regard with favour ouf native land ; bless all 
ranks and conditions of its inhabitants. May a 
spirit of trjue, unaffected piety, revive and flourish 
in the midst of us. May the rich and great not i)e 
proud and hard-hearted ; may they consider them- 
selves as thy stewards J and as such, accountable to 
thee for the talents with which they are entrusted ; 
may they add to the treasures of earth those sub- 
stantial riches which Heaven only can contain, 
and the value of which eternity itself will not di- 
minish. May such as are in middle circumstcmces 
be sensible of the advantages which, from that 
situation, they enjoy; as neither poverty nor 
riches belong to them, may a cheerful content- 
ment mark their behaviour ; may they be arkdaus, 
for nothing, but in every thing, with prayer and 
thanksgiving, make known their requests unto 
thee. May the children of poverty and pain be 
enabled in patience to possess their souls: though 
poor in this world, may they be rich in faith, and 
heirs of that inheritcmce which fadeth not away. 

To thine all-protecting providence we once 
more commit ourselves, and all that are near and 
dear to us ; the day is thine, and blessed be thy 
name, the night is thine also; thy sacred eyes 
, never slumber or sleep, no fatigue ever wearies 
thine attentions, no darkness can hide from thy 
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notice ; no danger is too great for thy power to 
withstand ; no maze too perplexed for tby wis- 
dom to unravel; no blessing too rich for thy 
goodnesB to bestow. Guardian, as well as Crea- 
tor, of the Universe, take us into thy holy care ; 
preserve us during the watches of the night; 
and if it shall please thee to raise us again in the 
morning, may refreshing sleep have recruited our 
bodies, and may our minds, with fresh vigour, rise 
to the duties and enjoyments of a new day, and 
anew Sabbath: prepare us, O God, for the ap- 
proach of that solemn morning, when all that are 
in their graves shall hear the voice of the Son of 
Ood; when the last slumbers of mortality shall 
close, the last night of probation terminate, and 
the endless day of immortality begin. Grant, 
Heavenly Father, that through thine abounding 
grace in the gospel, we may then enter into the 
joy of our Lord. Ameo. 
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PRAYERS 

I 

FOR BVCH AS BY DISTANCE^ INDISPOSITION, OR ANY 

OTHBR CAU8B, ARE PREVENTED FROM 

ATTENDING PUBLIC WORSHIP. 



FOR THE MORNING. 

Most glorious and compassionate Lord our 
God ! In an act of devout and humble worship, 
permit us again to approach thy throne. * A new 
day has dawned upon us, and the safety and rest 
of the past night demand our gratitude and 
praise. Heavenly Parent, look down, we be« 
seech thee, upon us from thy (celestial habitation, 
and regard us with fresh favour. 

In that division of our time which is such ^ 
constant proof of thy wisdom and goodness, we 
unfeig^edly thank thee, that a portion of it ha3 
been set apart for the express purpose of main<> 
taining a solemn and public intercourse with thee, 
our God. Adored be thy name, that we are 
brought to the beginning of another of these 
sacred seasons. May we find our affiBotions and 
desires, this day, aspiring to thee, and to that 
happy and glorious world, where neither languor 
nor imperfection shall ever be felt. Tdo ofien^ 
we are forgetting our high and holy calling: 
too often, if not going backward, we are standi 
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ing still in our heavenly jotiruey. The cares 
of the world, and the deceitfulness of our own 
hearts, lead us astray ; even the bounties of thy 
providence are, sometimes, so abused, as to be 
turned into occasions of transgression. Day 
after day, we go on in a round of trifling amuse- 
ments, or merely worldly occupations, and for- 
get that the sands of life arc so rapidly running 
down, that the day is far spent, and the night of 
death quickly approaching. How wise and graci- 
ous, O thou Father of our spirits, is the appoint- 
ment of a Sabbath! Blessed and salutary season! 
may we listen to its sacred, its warning, and its 
animating voice. Now, may our souls, resting 
from their secular labours, joy in the Lo-rd, and 
rejoice in thee, O God of our salvation ! 

This, O Lord, in a peculiar sense, is thy day. 
Multitudes are now bending their steps to the 
house of prayer, and we trust, with honest and 
glad hearts, going up to the public assembly. 
Lord, thou knowest that we should rejoice to 
unite our prayers and praises with theirs. 
At present, this felicity is denied ua. VVc can 
only follow our fellow professors with our fer- 
vent good wishes, and earnestly pray that their 
religious services may be acceptable in thy sight. 

While, however, they are permitted to draw 
water, as it were, from the fountain-head, we 
rejoice that the spiritnal stream is not confined to 
thy public courts ; it flows far beyond the pre- 
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cints of tha Sanctuary. Adored be thy grace, 
it reaches to the common dwellings ; it is sbed 
abroad in the hearts of all thy sincere worshippers. 
By these waters, O thou God of ordinances, may 
our souls, this day, be invigorated and refreshed. 
While others have the privilege of seeing thy 
goings in the Sanctuary, may our houses be 
temples of true devotion, and our hearts in the 
beauty of holiness, and in the confidence of prayer, 
take hold on thee. 

May we, in the meditations of this day, be 
deeply impressed with a sense of the worth and 
excellence of that gospel, by which thou art pro- 
viding for the religious and moral wants of thy 
children. For Jesus Christ, the Son of thy love, 
and the sure pledge of thydivine affection to man- 
kind, we most devoutly thank thee. As sinners, 
we cannot but be sensible of our frequent need 
of pardon, and as penitents, we rejoice that 
pardon is mercifully promised to us, Frail as 
as we are, we bless thee for that hope of divine 
assistance which the gospel contains. Discern- 
ing the purity and holiness of its laws, and con- 
vinced that without a conformity to its injunctions, 
we can expect neither present peace nor future 
happiness, we earnestly beseech thee to help us 
in acquiring holiness both of heart and life. 
These various supplications we offer unto thee, 
as the great hearer and answerer of prayer j and 
as Jesus our Master has taught us we ascribe 
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aato thee, our Father, who art in. Heaven, honour 
tmd glory Jor ever. Amen, 



EVENING PRAYER. 

O THOU, who art the length of our days, and 
Uie liglit of our couutcnances! another day of 
life and mercy is just closing upon us. With 
deep reverence, with fresh gratitude, with con- 
firmed /tape, would we once more draw near 
unto thee. 

God of the Sabbath ! at this time we more par- 
ticularly thank thee for days of holy rest. Majj^ 
we become more and more sensible of the great 
benefit which, in this way, thou art Ijestowing 
upon as, and may the manner in \i'hich we 
Usually employ these sacred seasons be suck, as 
to give us, upon a review of it, a comfortable 
hope of thine approbation. 

Sanctify to us, we pray thee, that dispensa- 
tion which has this day kept us from thy public 
courts. Help us, io all such cases, to set a dou- 
ble guard upon ourselves, that we do not, in 
consequence of them, sink into carelessness aail 
irrerereDce. 

May we rectrflect, not only for our ewso/mrage- 
ment, but aJso for our caution, that the uoiverae 
is iJiy temple, and that we can never be out af 
ihy preseace. 
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Follow with tliy blessing, lioly and adorable 
Lord our God ! the religious services by which 
we have this day endeavoured to supply the want 
■of pnblic ordinances. May the prayers we have 
offered be acceptable to thy Divine Majesty ; may 
the petitions we have ventured to prefer, so far 
as it is proper, be granted. May our confessions 
of former sins, moke such an impression on our 
minds, as to render us more circumspect and 
holy in future. May the praises, by which we 
endeavour to bring thy various perfections more 
within the reach of oar minds> answer this ira- 
pOTtant end. May our expressions of gratitude 
for thy favours, be the genuine language «jf our 
hearts; and the more numerous the mercies we 
receive from thee, the more steady and active 
may our obedience become. 

Bless to us, O thou Fountain of all wisdom, 
as well as power and benevolence, the instruc- 
tions which we derive from reading, either in 
the closet or the family. We thank thee for the 
abundant provision which, in this way, is made 
for our direction, caution, and comfort: and 
above all, we bless thee for those words of eter- 
nal truth which are contained in the holy Scrip- 
tures. O what treasures of divine knowledge are 
deposited there ! What mines of divine love are 
<^ned in those sacred pages ! Incline our hearts, 
O God, to search diligently these heavenly re- 
cords ; they vrere to thkiQ ancient servants sweeter 
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tiian honey and the honeycombs; may they be 
above all ihings sweet aud precious to us. 

Hear and answer, according to thy wisdom 
and grace, the numerous prayers which have this 
day been put up in the churches of Christ. Ac- 
complish, Heavenly Father ! as soon as it seems 
(It unto thee, what thou hast promised concern- 
ing thy church at large. Let the mountain of 
thy house be established on the top of the moun- 
tains, aiul exalted above the hilts, and let all na- 
tions flow unto it. 

Regard with favour, we humbly beseech thee, 
this our native land. May we be that happy 
people whose Oodis the Lord. Be gracious, we 
entreat thee, to all our rulers and governors. By 
a faithful discharge of the duties incumbent upon 
them, may they be rendered a real blessing to us 
all. Bless all the ministers of thy holy word. 
May they be diligent and faithful. Unite them 
in hearty affection to one another, and help them, 
in all cases, to inculcate and exemplify a spirit of 
mutual candor, condescension, and love. May 
they all have one grand object, the improvement 
and salvation of their fellow disciples; and may 
thy favour crown and accept their labours of 
pietj and love. We rejoice, that though we 
have been deprived this day of the pleasure and 
proGt of public worship, that this has been the 
case witli comparatively few of thy people. What 
multitudes, O Lord, have this day entered thy 
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Sanctuary. Mercy and trutlr be upon them. May 
the holy pleasure they there experience so delight 
and fortify their minds, that they may long for 
fresh opportunities of thus drawing near unto 
thee. May the impediments which at present 
prevent our enjoyment of this high privilege, if 
it please thee, be removed; and we again ht 
permitted to tread thy courts. We ask it, as the 
disciples of our Lord and Master, Christ Jesus^ 
by whom we ascribe unto thee, the King eternal^ 
immortal^ and invisible, never-ceasing praises^ 
Amen. 



E 



Prayers for such as are prevented 



MORNING PRAYER 

FOR 7B&S0NS PREVENTED PROM ATTKNDINS 
PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

Once more, great and merciful Jehovah ! we 
behold the return of the Sabbath, and though 
we are still, in the course of thy providence, de- 
prived of the privilege of attending the services of 
the Sanctuary, we would now endeavour, in our 
own abode, to stir up our devout affections, and 
feel that on this thy day, we arc under the influ- 
ence of that spirit of holy reverence and love, 
wliich will render us acceptable unto thee. 

Day after day, and week after week, O thou 
most gracious and merciful Parent ! thou art not 
only sparing our lives, but following us with thy 
favours. Make us truly sensible of our numerous 
obligations, and may our temporal enjoyments 
be all productive of religious gratitude. May 
we not live as u-ilhout tliee in the world, but 
Eec and regard thy hand in all that befalls us, 
and in every comfort we are permitted to enjoy. 

At this time, we would especially call upon 
our souls, and all that is within us, to praise thee 
for our Lord Jesus Christ, and for that assurance 
of eternal life, which he has been the means of 
conveying unto us. In the prospect of immor- 
tality, the shortness and vanity of the present 
state almost disappear. We can overlook the 
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sleep of the grave, and consider ourselves as, at 
the close of this state of trial, staoding before 
the tribunal of our Judge. May the important 
and awful consequences connected with our pre- 
sent conduct so impress us now, as to make us 
do our utmost, to live in a worthy and chriatian- 
like manner. 

May an abiding sense of the purity and holi~ 
ness of thy nature, constantly dwell in our bo- 
soms- Recollecting that sin must always be 
abominable io thy sight, and can never be con- 
cealed from thee, may our utmost vigilance be 
exercised against it. 

O thou Searcher of all hearts, pardon, we be- 
seech thee, those sins, both of omission and com~ 
migsion, with which we have been chargeable. 
Help us, in future, to make a firmer stand against 
temptation ; to acquire a greater degree of self- 
government — to behave with more moderation, 
justice, and kindness, to our fellow -creatures, and 
to cherish a warmer love to thee, our adorable 
Creator and Father. 

 Bless, we earnestly entreat thee, all our 
brethren of mankind ! May the pure and holy 
precepts, the glorious and animating discoveries, 
the solemn and awful warnings, and the cheering 
and precious hopes of the gospel, be every where 
made known. May evil habits and practices be 
rooted out, and the world be gradually purified 
from all its corruptions and sins. May our rcla- 
E 2 
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tions and friends be the objects of thy favour and 
direction. If we are at variance with any, may 
mutual mistakes be cleared up, and a truly con- 
ciliatory spirit manifested on all sides. Upon all 
occasions, may we be clothed with humility, 
meekness, and love. 

Put an end, we beseech thee, to all bitterness 
and animosity between Christians of different 
sects and parties. Pity the ignorance which, 
more or less, adheres to us all. May we take 
great care that our base earthly passions do not 
mingle with our reUgious notions, and induce us, 
under the pretence of defending the truth, to 
cherish a temper, and indulge in a conduct, 
totally inconsistent witli the spirit of Christ. 
May we fully allow to others, ibe liberty which 
we claim for ourselves ; and, in the great day of 
account, may our owu opinions and conduct, 
through thy mercy in Christ Jesus, meet thy final 
acceptance. 

This day, O thou God of ordinances, follow 
with thy blessing, the ministrations of thy word. 
May those who.se office it is to conduct the devo- 
tions of others, be themselves truly devout. May 
thy word, in their hands, become quick and 
powerful. May it convince the gainsayer. May 
it rouse the careless. May it alarm the sinner. 
May it reclaim the backslider. May it comfort 
the penitent. May it confirm the wavering, and 
may it more firmly edify the established believer. 
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May what we shall read this day, either in the 
faixiily or in the closet, have simihar effects upon 
us. As we have no time to spend in going to 
any public assembly, may we employ a larger 
portion in serious thought^ and honest, self-exami- 
nation. 

While we have such a share of bodily health 
as not to unfit us for the exercise of our mental 
powers/ may we never forget the solemn claims 
which thou hast upon our thoughts and affections. 

Hear us, O Father, in these our various suppli- 
cations ! Whatever we ask, which is proper tor 
iis^ may thy goodness bestow. Whatever is 
tcrongy may thy mercy forgive ; and whatever is 
righty miay thy holy influence strengthen and in- 
crease. We ask every thing as believers: in the 
divine missioh of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
him we ascribe unto thee, the blessed and the 
only Gody glory and honour for ever. Amen. 



EVENING PRAYER. 

Most holy ahd adorable God and Father, at 
the close of another day and another Sabbath, we 
bow ourselves with humble reverence at the foot 
of thy throne, and pray that the words of om 
mouths y and the meditations of our hearts y may 
be acceptable unto thee. With lively gratitude 
we now aclcnowledge the daily and hourly 
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benefits which thy bounty is showering around 
us. Thou hast followed every step of life with 
thy goodness. Neither temporal nor spiritual 
favours have been withheld, and though wo have 
not, this day, had the power of attending the 
ordinances of thine House, yet, blessed be thy 
name, the Scriptures have been in our hands, 
and we trust, that their sacred contents have 
been so perused by us, that our hearts have not 
been wholly unaffected by them. 

In the midst of all this grace on thy part, 
Lord ! what has been our conduct. With shame 
and confusion of face we confess, that much of it 
lias been ungrateful and unholy. If we attempt 
to justify ourselves, our own mouths shall con- 
demn us ; if we say we are without transgression, 
that also, shall prove us perverse. Lord, we will 
not endeavour thus to mock thee, and deceive 
ourselves. Father, we have sinned against hea- 
ven, and ill thy sight, and are no more worthy to 
be called thy children. In us, we acknowledge 
there is no foundation for hope. It is thou, 
O Lord ! thou, against whom our transgressions 
liave been multiplied, from whom pardon must 
come. For ever blessed be thy name, for tli^ 
encouragement which is given us, in the gospel 
of thy Son, to turn unto thee. We hope that we 
are now sensible of the number and heinousnefiEt 
of our offences, and that with all our hearts we 
are inclined to pray : O wash us thoroughly from 
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our iniquity, and cleanse us frotn all our tint. 
Be thou merciful to our umrighleousness ; and 
tmr sint and our iniquities do thou remember no 
more. Accept, O graciouaGod ! our repentance ; 
streDgtheo us in every pious and virtuous resolu- 
tion. Help lis to forsake every false way. As 
we have named the name of Christ, may we de~ 
•part from all iniquity. May the spirit of Jesus 
dwell richly in our spirits, and may we abonnd 
in all the fruits ttf holiness. 

Placed as we are in a world of continual 
change and mortality, may we never so forget 
our latter end, as to make no preparation for it. 
Experience proves how utterly vain and unsa- 
tisfying are all merely earthly possessions. O may 
we never set our supreme aifections upon such 
transient and perishable objects. With an eye 
of faith, O thou Father of Eternity ! help us, 
frequently to contemplate that immortal state, to 
which every week brings us so much nearer. 
In a little time, at longest, we must all lie down 
in the grave. May thy favour, O thou Father of 
our spirits ! support us, in the approach and 
progress of our last earthly change. 

In our whole passage towards the grave, we 
commit ourselves, and all our concerns, to thy 
providential care. Fit us, we pray thee, for the 
tervices we shall have to perform, the trials we 
may have to encounter, tlie sufferings a.nd pains 
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we may be called upon to endure, and the com~ 
forts and pleasures with which we may be in- 
dulged. Every day, may we become somewhat 
wiser and better. Neither in prosperity nor 
adversity may we forsake thee ; and do not thou, 
O adored and almiglity Protector ! ever forsake 
us. In all situations may we keep a good con- 
science, be found in the path of duty, have an 
abiding sense of our interest in Christ, and a 
cheering prospect of a mansion, in the eternal 
world. 

Take us into thy holy keeping this night. If 
it please thee, may our sleep be sound and re- 
freshing. If we are permitted to enter upon the 
usual employments of this week, may our hearts, 
in the course of them, abide with thee. If we 
are spared to another Sabbatii, and, indulged or 
not, with the privileges of public worship, may 
we be litter for its duties, and have a livelier 
perception of its devout pleasures, than we have 
this day had ; and make us, O Lord ! every Sab- 
bath, and every day, more fit for the everlasting 
sabbath above. 

Hear, O Lord ! these our poor and unworthy 
supplications. Forgi%'e /Ae m»^i/y, even of our 
holy things, and do for us exceedingly, abundantly 
above all tftat we are able to ask or think. Make 
thy face to shine upon us, and supply all our 
need according to the riches of thy glory in Christ 
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• / 
Jems; by himy O Father ! the Gdd of all grace 

abd glory, we ascribe unto thee, eternal honours. 

Amen. 



[By adopting the folMwing introductory sentences, 
any of the succeeding Prayers may be used, 
cither in the morning or evening ; and by the use 
of the plural or singular pronouns^ are equally 
proper for families or individuals.] 



FOR THE MORNING. 

O God, our Creator and Preserver ! Thy 
mercies are new every morning, and to thee do 
we now direct our prayer, and look up. We 
acknowledge, with gratitude, the protection of 
the past night ; and- we again pray that we may 
this day walk in thy fear, and be kept in thy 
favour. May an holy sense of thy constantly 
observing presence, keep us from wilful trans- 
gression, and a lively hope in thy goodness ani-» 
mate us in the discharge of every duty. 



FOR THE EVENING. 



O THOU sovereign Disposer, as well as Creator 
of all things ! at the close of another day, we bow 
ourselves in thy presence, and bless thee for all 
thy goodness in the course of it. Forgive us, we 
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beseech thee, all cor sinsi and, for thine infinite 
mercy's sake, pardon whatever has been amiss in 
any of us this day. May thy gracious protection 
guard us through the night. Make our sleep 
sweet and refreshing, if it please thee> and thus 
may we be fitted for the comforts and duties of 
a new day. 



PRAYERS 

ON TilE DIVINE ATTRIBUTES AND PERFECTIONS, 



ON THE UNITY OF GOD. 

O THOU blessed and only Potentate ! sole 
Creator, Proprietor and Lord of all things ! with 
the profoundcst reverence would we draw near 
unto thee. Thou art the only object of rcligioHB 
worship. Thou fitlest an unt^mcfni throne. Thou 
art without beginning of days, or end of years. 
Thou inhabitest the praises of eternity, and by 
thy duration eternity itself is measured. 

We are the creatures of thy power, and the 
daily and hourly dependants on thy bounty. All 
that we are, aud all that we have, conies from 
thee, and to thee alone our religious homage 
is due. May our gratitude for what is past, 
inspire us with the most confident hopes as to 
all which is to come. Thy power, we are per- 
suaded, ia equal to every effect, and to thy 
compassion and goodness we are indebted for 
the prolongation of life, and the bestowment 
c^ all the blessings we have received from thee. 

While multitudes of our fellow-creatures, in 
various nations and countries, are the slaves of 
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superstition and idolatry, ue praise tliee, O thou 
Fountain of ligljt and information, that, by the 
discoveries of thy holy word, we are led directly 
and plainly unto thee. There we hear thee 
saying, I am the Lord, and there is none else. 
There is no Ood beside me. Look unto me, and 
be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth, for I am 
Ood, and there is none else. May we never, 
O thou, in wiiose hands our breath is, and whose 
all our ways arc, either theoretically or prac- 
tically forget or deny thy sovereign and indis- 
putable right to dispose of vs and all our con- 
cerns. May we never, while we avoid the gross 
■absurdity of worshipping idols of wood and stone, 
or giving to the heavens or the earth, or any 
of the beings they contain, that homage which is 
due to thee alone, make to ourselves idols of any 
tiling else. May none of the blessings thou art 
bestowing upon us, rival thee in our hearts. May 
that supreme affection with which we ought to 
regard thee, never be divided with any inferior 
object. As we live entirely by thy power, may 
it be our first wish and endeavour to live to thy 
glory. 

We thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth ! that when this most important know- 
ledge was nearly lust in the earth, thou didst 
raise up Jesus of Nazareth for the express pur- 
pose of restoring it among mankind. Lord ! we 
receive him as appointed to conduct us unto 
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thee. In language adopted by him, we call 
upon thee, as our Fatlter and his Fattier, as our 
Ood and his God. In this, as well as in all 
other cases of a religious nature, we receive him 
as thine authorised, and well-beloved Son. We 
receive him as our Instructor and Saviour, and 
pray that we may be enabled, in all cases, to 
walk worthy of those high and holy hopes, which 
his gospel sets before us. 

While we thus implore thy help, and pray that 
the example of our great Lord and Master, may 
properly operate upon our minds, we would not 
attempt to palliate or conceal our past offences. 
Too often, the conduct in which We have allowed 
ourselves, has been wholly indefensible ; o<&er 
Lords have had dominion over us. We have 
suffered the devices and desires of our own hearts 
to lead us astray. We have followed a multitude 
in doing e^il. We have forsaken the naitow wirj^ 
which leadeth unto life, and have trodden the 
broad road of sin and destruction. 

O Thou from whom alone we can hope for 
pardon, forgive us, we beseech thee, all our 
transgressions; and for thine infinite mercy's 
sake,^ guide us into th6 paths of penitence and 
peace. We humbly -ask it as the disciples of 
Jesus. Amen. 
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ON THE POWER AND MAJESTY OF GOD. 

O Lord God Almighty ! with the profoundest 
reTerence would we bow ourselves at the foot of 
thy throne, and call upon our souls aud all that 
is within us to worship, and sanctify thy holy aud 
glorious name. Thou reignest, O God ! for ever : 
thou art clothed with honour and majesty: the 
kingdoms of nature, providence, and grace, are 
thine; and tliou doest, in the most uncontroul- 
able and irresistible manner, wliatsoever itpleaseth 
thee, in heaven, and in earth, and in all the 
provinces of tliy vast empire. 

If we speak of strength, lo, thou art strong: 
with thee there is terrible majesty. Thou hast 
spoken once, yea twice have we heard this, t/iat 
power belongeth unto tliee. Thy throne is pre- 
pared in tlie heavens, and thy kingdom ruleth 
over aU. Thousands and thousands of glorious 
and blessed spirits minister unto thee, and ten 
thousand times ten thousatid stand continually in 
thy presence. Wisdom and might are thine, and 
all beings and all times, are entirely at thy dis- 
posal. 

We adore thee as the only Creator and Lord of 
all. Thou hast measured the waters in the hollow 
of thy hand, thou hast meted out lieaven with a 
span, thou compreltendest the dust of the earth in 
a measure ; thou toeighest the mountains in scales. 
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and the kills in a balance. Ail nations before tkee 
are as nothing, they are counted unto thee €t8 
less tfuin nothing, and vanity. O thou Sovereiga 
of the universe, thou dwellest not in temples made 
ttith hinds. All space is thy temple, and alt the 
beings therein, are the workmanship of thy hands : 
they were broaght into existence by thy power, 
and th^ live continoally by thy permiBsion and 
support. 

How shall we sufficieotly praise thee, O thou 
most glorious and gracious Jehovah ! How shall 
we worthily declare thy glory, and give unto thee 
the honour which is due unto thy name ! Help 
us to live as becomes reasonable creatures, as the 
children of so many mercies, as the faithful follow- 
ers of such an instructor as thy well-beloved Son ; 
and thus, in a modest exhibition of our good 
works, may we glorify thy name, and show forth 
thy salvation from day to day. 

For ever blessed be thy name, O thou God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ! thou art as 
slow to anger, as thou art great in power, and 
therefore, frail and sinful as we are, we are not 
tMDSumed. Though thou hast thy may in the 
Khirltcind and the storm, though the clouds are 
the dust of thy feet, though the mountains quake 
at thy presence, and the sea is rebuked, and di- 
vided by thy power, yet thou art constantly re- 
membering mercy. For this, we will ea^ol thy 
name, O God our King, and ine will bless thee 
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for ever and ever. We will speak of the glory of 
thy kingdom. Thy kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, and thy dominion endureth throughout 
all generations. Thine, O Lord, is the great- 
ness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, 
and the majesty ; for all that is in the heaven and 
the earth is thine. Tfiau art exalted as head over 
all. Both riches, and honour come of thee, and 
without the shadow ofa chaDge, thou livest and 
reignestfor ever. 

Permit us therefore, as the disciples of Jesus, 
whom thou hast exalted to be a prince and a 
saviour to mankind, to ascribe unto thee, the 
source of all power and glory, never-ceasiog 
praises. Amen. 



ON THE HOLINESS AND JUSTICE OF GOD. 

O THOU who art holy beyond our best con- 
ceptions of purity, and just and righteous iu 
a degree far superior to our noblest notions of 
equity, permit us, we pray thee, once more, 
frail and sinful as we are, to call upon thy holy 
name, and to implore from thee, that direction 
and help, of which we continually stand in need. 
It is a most encouraging consideration, that 
thou art no respecter of persons, and that thou 
regardest not the rich more than the poor. All 
persons, whether high or low, whether learned or 
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ignorant, are the workmanship of thine hand^. 
The vain and transient distinctions of this brief 
state of trial, are as nothing in thy sight, and 
have no other influence in thine estinsation of 
character, than to increase thy justice and cotn- 
pasuon. Tlion art righteous, O Lord! in all 
tfty vays, and holy in all thy icorka. Compared 
with thee, there Wnone holy: thou art excellent 
in power and in judgment, and in plenty of jus- 
tice. Thou art not a God that hast pleasure in 
wickedness, neither shall evil dwell with thea. 
The u,ork oj' every one, shait thou render unto him, 
and cause every man to find according to his 
ways. 

Holy and reverend is thy name, O tliou 
Author of all things! Thou art the great and 
awful source of righteousness, truth and good- 
ness, Thrnt art of purer eyes than to look upon 
evil: thou canst not behold iniquity but with 
disapprobation. Thy throne, O Lord, is in the 
heavens: thine eyes behold all characters, thine 
eyc-iids try the children of men : thou visitest, 
with sorrow and punishment, all that wilfully 
transgress ; but, in every age, and iu every 
nation, he tliat feareth thee, and worheth righ- 
teotisness, is, and will he accepted. 

At present, O thou Sovereign proprietor and 
disposer of all things ! douds and darkness are, 
in our poor and imperfect apprehensions, round 
about thee; but at the same time, we are fully 
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satisfied that righteousness and judgment are 
tfie pillars of thy throne. Thoiigli sentence 
against an evil work is often not execated 
speedllj, though apparently, all things come 
alike to all, and there is one event to the righ' 
teous and to the wicked, yet we know assuredly, 
that while it shall be well with them who fear 
thee, it shall not be we^with the perseveringly 
wicked. Thou who art higher than the highest, 
wilt regard, and render to every mwi according to 
his works. Thus, O Lord ! thou art continu- 
ally in thy holy temple, and while the heavenly 
host are celebrating thy praise, and saying 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord Ood Almighty! the whole 
earth is full of thy glory and goodness. 

May the convictions, which cannot but im- 
press our minds, in contemplating these parts of 
thine august and immutable character, have their 
proper practical effect on us — may they make us 
wish, and strive to become holy and just, as thou 
art — may we never forget, that it is our indis- 
pensible duty, and at the same time our highest 
privilege and interest, to be followers of thee as 
dear children ; may we, therefore, whatever we 
have hitherto done, in all that remains of life, 
do justice, and love mercy, and walk humbly be- 
fore thee. We ask every thing, as the disciples 
of Jesus, and by him, we ascribe unto i\i& just 
Gfod and the Saviour, honour and glory for 
ever! Amen. 
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ON THB INVISIBILITY, ETERNITY, AND 
UNCHANGEABLENESS OF GOD. 

O THOU all pervading^ aod all sustainiog 

Spirit! who art clothed with immortality y who 

dwellest in light inaccesible^ whom no mortal eye 

hath seen or can see, with all humility, and 

exerting, in the best manner we are able, the 

faculties which thou hast given us, we would 

now draw near unto Thee. Heaven^ O OodI i$ 

thy throne, and earth is thy footstool; yet the 

heaven of heavens cannot contain thee, and every 

' creature in the universe is thy workmanship, and 

depends for existence upon thee alone. TI9 

greatness is infinitely beyond our comprdiension, 

and tkou art highly exalted above all blessing and 

praise. The heavens declare thy glory; the earth 

is full of thy goodness, and the whok host of 

heaven continually worshippeth thee, and shewetb 

forth thy praise. ^ 

O Lord ! Thou hast been the dwelling place 
of thy creatures in all generations. Before the 
mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst 
formed the earth, and the world, even from ever* 
lasting to everlasting^ thou art Ood ! A thousand 
years, in thy sight, are but as yesterday when it is 
past, and as a watch in the night. Of old hast 
thou laid the foundations of the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of thine hands. They shall 
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perish, but thou shall ouiure : yea, all of them 
shall wax old like a. garment ; as a vesture shalt 
thou change them, and they shall he changed, fnit 
thou art the samu, and thy years shall have no 
end. Honour and thanks be unto thee, O thou 
blessed and only Potentate ! who Hvest and 
reignest for ever. 

Thy power, most glorions and almighty Je- 
hovah, is our support and refuge; thy wisdom is 
the fountain of whatever understanding we pos- 
sess, and thine inexhaustible and unchangeable 
g;oodness is the broad and solid foundation of 
our hope. In thee we live and move, and have 
our being, and to thee it is our highest privilege 
to be permitted to corae. 

When we consider our utter insignificance 
when compared with thee, we are astonished 
that thou takest any notice of us ; and when to 
this, we add the numerous instances of folly and 
guilt with which we are chargeable, we are, 
indeed, overwhelmed with a sense of thy com- 
passion arid grace in permitting us to call upon 
thy holy and venerable name. O thou whoi 
though thou art of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, hast mercifully invited, even great 
transgressors, to return and live; pardon, we 
beseech thee, all our past offences. Humbled 
and contrite, we come into thy presence, and 
dare to hope for peace and reconciliation, because 
thou, who art full of compassion and love, host 
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promised to forgive the truly penitenty and to 
blot out the transgressions of the conlritey and 
broken in l^eart 

While we thank thee, with deep sincerity, for 
the countless blessings we have already received, 
we humbly beseech thee to bestow upon us, in 
future, all that thou seest to be necessary and 
proper for us. May we rest satisfied with wliat- 
ever this may be, and, in a humble and dutiful 
dependence upon thy paternal providence, go on, 
through the remainder of life, in the faithful dis- 
charge of every duty, and in a full resignation to 
thy holy will. We ask every thing as the dis- 
ci(Jes of Christ Jesus. Amen. 



ON THE 

KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM OF GOD. 

O THOU glorious and all-seeing Jehovah! 
Thou art light, and with thee there is no dark" 
ness at all. Known unto thee, are all thy works 
from the beginning. Thine understanding is in- 
finite ; thou art mighty in strength and in wis* 
dom. Thine eyes, O Lord! are in every place 
beholding the evil and the good. Thou searchest 
all hearts y and understandest all the imaginations 
of the thoughts. To thee, all things are, in the 
namt unrestricted sense, naked and open, nor 
is there, in the universe, any darkness or shadow 
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of death in which the u-orkers of iniquity may 
hide thetnselves. 

Penetrated with an awful sense of thy con- 
stant inepectioii of our hearts, and of the utter 
impossibility of concealing onrselves from thy 
notice, may «*e labour continvally to keep our 
consciences void of offence. In simplicity and 
godly sincerity, may we hate our conversation in 
the world. Give us, O God ! we pray thee, 
a clean heart, and renew a Hgkt spirit within us. 
May we cherish those dispositions of justice and 
kindness towards our fellow-creatures, which may 
render us useful and acceptable in our day and gc~ 
neration. May we watch, with the closest atten- 
tion, over our own desires, motives, and actions, 
that we may indulge a humble hope of being the 
objects of thy favour and blessing. With the 
profoundcst reverence may we at all times re- 
member, that thou art of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity ; and that, considering our numerous 
follies and sins, our only hope of Hnal favour must 
rest, not upon the merit of our best services, but 
upon that rich grace of thine, which is so abun- 
dantly confirmed to us, in the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

While, however, we renounce all dependence 
upon our own good works as the cause of our 
salvation, may we never fall into the fatal mis- 
take, that real goodness is unnecessary, and that, 
without holiness, we shall be admitted into thine 



Priiifers on the Divine AttrilnUes and Petfecii^ 71 

everlasting kingdom. Forbid it, O thou Fountain 
of truth and purity ! that we should thus deceive 
ourselves, and make our spotless and holy Master 
the minister of sin. 

We desire to be truly thankful for the strength 
of those motives, which the conviction that thou 
art constantly seeing the way which we take, 
must impress upon us. May we never lose sight 
of the solemn thought, that we can never, even 
for a moment, be concealed from thee. Lord, we 
kpow that tliou canst do every thing, and that 
no thought can be withholden from thee. Thou 
searchest and knowest the hearts of all thy crea- 
tures. Thou compassest our path, and our lying 
dowUy and art acqtiainted with aU our ways. 
There is not a word in our tongues, hut, lo, 
O Lord ( thou knowest it altogether. Whither, 
then, should we go from thy spirit, or whither 
should we flee from thy presence ? On every con- 
sideration, therefore, may we so conduct our- 
selves, as not to wish to hide ourselves from thy 
notice. Keep us back, we pray thee, both from 
secret and presumptuous sins. Search ns and 
try us ; see if there be any wicked way m us, 
and lead us in the way everlasting. From the 
exhaustless stores of thy wisdom, give us that wis^ 
dom which is profluMe to direct Ghdde us by thy 
counsel; and, for thine infinite mercy's sake, finally 
bring us to glory. We ask it as the disciples of 
thine anointed and well -beloved Son ! Amen. 
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ON THE MERCY AND GRACE OF GOD. 

O THOU, in whose sight the frail children of 
men aro continually finding favour, with a deep 
and humbling sense of our frequent un worthiness, 
would we now fall at the foot of thy throne, and 
acknowledge that it is owing to thine infinite 
comps^sion that we are permitted to draw near 
unto tliee. 

Were we to consider only ourselves, we might 
well be afraid to do thiH ; but, blessed for ever he 
thy name, this is thy memorial through all gene- 
rations, that thou art merciful and gracious, slow 
to anger, and plenteous in compassion. Thou 
hast not dealt with us after our sins, nor reuarded 
us according to our iniquities. We are monu- 
ments of thy compassion : we arc jtroofs, that 
with ihee there is forbearance aud long-suffer- 
ing. Judgment is thy strange work. Thou de- 
lightest not to punish but to pardon. By the 
multitude of thy mercies, though we have sinned, 
we arc encouraged to renew our repentance, 
to endeavour to forsake our evil ways, and to 
cherish a humble ho}K3, that thou who hast 
formed us will have compassion upon us, and 
tliat tlum who ftast creatett vs, wilt show tis thy 
favour. 

jla the heaven is high above the earth, so great 
is thy mercy towards those lluit /ear thee. As 
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far as the east is from the west, so far hast thou 
removed our transgressions from us. Like a 
tender parent, thou pitiest us. Thou knowest 
our frame ; thou rememberest that u-e are but dust_ 
How can we sufficiently admire that grace 
which not only spares us front day to day, but 
crowns us with daily and hourly benefits? How 
can we properly adore that compassion, which 
condescends to reason with us upon our ingrati- 
tude and iniquity, and, at the same time, gives 
us the most gracious invitations to return and 
live ! From the store-house of thy word, O thou 
Father of grace and love ! would we fill our 
mouths with arguments, and cast ourselves upon 
that compassion which has said, As Hire, saith 
the Lord God, I have no pleasure in tfte death of 
the wicfced, hut that the wicked should turn from 
his way and live. Is it not also written, O thou 
sin-forgiving Jehovah! Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrightemts man his thoughts, 
arid let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. 

O thou Source of all truth and goodness ! per- 
mit us to plead with thee thine own compas- 
sionate declarations, and to cast ourselves, for 
the pardon of our offences, not upon any fancied 
merits of our own, not upon any thing supposed 
to be done for us by any other being, hut upon 
that self-originated, and unpurchased love of 



74 rt^ftrsfmtheDivaieAttrihatesandPerfeciiom. 

thine which is so plainly revealed, and so abuu- 
dantly confirmed to us, in the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

We thank thee most unfeignedlj, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth ! that thy kindness and 
love to the human race have been thus made 
manifest. May we never forget tlie conditions 
oo which our share in this great salvation must 
always depend. May we never suppose a mere 
naming of the name of Christ will be a pass- 
port to the heavenly inheritance. May we never 
indulge the unfounded hope, that while we con- 
tinue unrepenting and unreformed sinners, we 
can be the objects of thy favour. While, there- 
fore, we come to the throne of grace, and ihaok 
thee for Jesus Christ, may we do it in the steady 
discharge of our whole duty, and thus adorn the 
doctrine of thee, our God and Saviour. Amen. 



ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD. 

O THOU Fountain of all good ! Father of 
lights and of mercies, from whom Cometh daton 
every good, and every perfect gift, we thy de- 
pendent creatures, who exist but by thy per- 
mission and support, would now call upon our 
souls, and all that is icithin us, to magnify thy 
grace, and to celebrate thy praise. 
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Thy tender merciesj/O thou Creator and Pre- 
server of all things, are over all thy works : thou 
never leavest thyself without witness^ bnt, year 
after year^ thou givest us rain from heaven, and 
fruitful seasons J and fittest our hearts with food 
and gladness. - Thou givest unto thy creatures 
life^ axkd breathy and all things^ and the earth is 
filled with the manifestations of thy love. 

Thy mercies, O Lord ! are new every morningy 
and thy loving kindness is repeated every night. 
By day thou suppliest our numerous and con* 
stantly returning wants. By night we are pro- 
tected, and our slumbers are rendered svireet and 
refreshing unto us. How shall we sufficiently 
praise thee, O Ood^ for thy goodness ^ and for 
thy wonderful works unto, the (children of men ! 

In all nations and ages, thou hast been in- 
variably the same : thou causest thy sun to shine 
on the evil and on the good, and thy rain to 
descend on the just and on the unjust. Com- 
pared with thee, there is none good. Thou art 
LOVE, in the most perfect and unlimited sense, 
and all the goodness and kindness which ap- 
pears in any of thy creatures, is only a faint re- 
semblance of thine ; ' a drop from that ocean 
which is found in thee alone. Thou art the 
Ood of salvation. Thou wilt give grace and 
glory y and no good thing wilt thou withhold from 
those that put their trust in thee. We have seen, 
O Lord ! ihy goodness in the land of the living, 
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and while we form a part of its inhabitants, we 
would show forth thy praise- 

While we most devoutly thank lliee, for the 
daily and hourly blessingsof thy providence, and 
for the share of them which we have had, we 
would never forget to adore thee for that noblest 
and richest display of ihy love, which has been 
exhibited to us in ttic mission and gospel of thy 
faithful and well-beloved son. Herein, O hea- 
venly Father! is love, not t}iat ice have loved 
thee, but that thou hast loved us, and raised up, 
and sent forth thy Son Jesus of Nazareth to be 
a mercy seat, a medium of access unto thyself. - 
With holy and humble gratitude would we 
prostrate ourselves in thy presence, and rejoicing 
in this way of reconciliation, come, in the exer- 
cise of faith and repentance, and lay hold of the 
rich grace, which is thus extended tons. Rfessed 
for ever be thy name, Ond ami Father of our 
Jiord Jesus Christ, the Father nf mercies, and I 

the God of all consolation, for the glorious hopes I 

which are thus set before us. Conscious of our ! 

numerous transgressions, we may well be aslo- i 

nished at the magnificence of the mercy which ' 

is thus, in the room of condemnation, bestowing I 

pardon and forgiveness. Truly, this is not the i 

manner of men, O Lord! but, adored be thy | 

name, it is thy manner, and because thy loving 
kindness is thus better than' life itself, our lips i 

and oar hearts shall praise thee. 
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O thou who art acquaiDted with our weakness 1 
who knowest how apt we are to forget the 
greatest favours, . and to abuse the richest good- 
ness, we beseech thee to restrain us from every 
thing of this kind. May we never sin because 
grace is abounding ; but, on the contrary, exer- 
cise ourselves unto godliness, and perfect holiness 
in thy fear. Amen. 



ON THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD. 

O THOU who art from, everlasting ta ever^^ 
lasting y a faithful and a cavenant->keeping God! 
we come unto thee, at all times, under the full 
conviction that thou art truly an unchangeable 
God, and ^always ready to hear such as call upon 
thee in simplicity and truth. For ever, O Lord ! 
thy word is settled in the heavens, and thy faiths 
fulness is unto all generations. 

The present, and all the past ages of the world, 
have had abundant proofs, that none of thy pur- 
poses can fail ; and that all thy paths aare mercy 
and truth to such as keep thy covenant, and that 
remember thy commandments to do them. Thou 
art not a man, O Lord ! that thou shouldst He, 
neither a son of man, that thou shouldst repent. 
Hast thou said, and wilt thou not doit? hast thou 
spoken, and shall it not be fulfilled? This, O 
Lord ! we know to be absolutely impossible, for 
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thy perfections will ensure the execution of all 
thy designs. Thy counsel must stand, and thy 
pleasure must continually be done. Aa thou hast 
spoken, so must it always come to pass. 

O thou compassionate and long-suffering God ! 
while we adore that grace by which we and other 
sinners, are spared from day to day, may we 
never suppose that thy nature is at all changed, 
or that thou canst look upon sin with any thing 
but the deepest disapprobation. Pure and holy 
as thou art, infinitely beyond our best conceptions 
of purity, thou canst never deny thyself. That 
which ignorance and impiety has sometimes dared 
to denominate slackness in the punishment of 
iniquity, we are persuaded, is the effect of thy 
long suffering to ustrard, the indubitable proof 
that thou art not willing tliat any should perish^ 
but that all should come to repentance : that thou 
lovest all thy creatures, and that especially, thou 
art the faithful God, who keepeth covenant and 
mercy with such as love tfiee, and tliat keep thy 
commandments, to a thousand generations. 

Sometimes, O thou who seest in secret, and art 
acquainted with our inmost motions and thoughts, 
thou beholdcst us staggering and fainting under 
even the common trials of life. Feelings of 
doubt and despondency are in our hearts, and the 
language of unworthy apprehension, if not of 
absolute despair, is ready to drop from our lips. 
Like some ancient sufferers and mourners, we are 
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disposed to cry out, WiU the Lord cast off for 
ever? Hath Ood forgotten to be gracious? Doth 
his promise fail for evermore ? Merciful Father ! 
pardon, we beseech thee, these unworthy fears, 
and enable us to take courage from those various 
and rich declarations of thy grace, which are 
recorded in almost every page of thy holy word. 
There, blessed be thy name, we can find it 
written. If my people forsake^ my law, and toalk 
not in my commandments^ then / will visit their 
transgressions with a rod, and their iniquity with 
stripes. Nevertheless^ my loving kindness will I 
not utterly take from them, nor suffer my faiths 
fulness to fail. The mountains shall depart^ and 
the hills be removed, but my kindness shall not 
depart from thee, neither shajU the covenant of my 
peace be removed. Upon this blessed covenant, 
which has received the fullest confirmation in the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, we rest all our 
hopies ; and as his disciples, we ascribe unto thee, 
the mwt faithful Jehovah, never-ceasing praises. 
Amen. 



ON THE FKIR OF GOD. 

Most glorious, most holy, most adorable Lord 
Gfod Almighty ! with the lowest humility would 
we prostrate ourselves in thy presence, and with 
the profoundest reverence aj^roach thy sacred 
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Majesty, Who shall not fear thee, O thou So- 
vereign of the universe? Wert not thy -power 
tempered by thine inconceivable goodness, and 
ihy justice soUened by thy compassion, we should 
not dare to take thy holy name upon our polluted 
lips, or hope that thy purity would permit us 
to hold any intercourse with thee. For ever 
blessed be thy name, however, thou art mercijul 
as well as great. There is forgiveness with thee, 
thatthou mayest be feared. Though thoudwellest 
on high, yet thou regardest the lowly with thy 
favour; thou dwellest with the humble and the 
contrite, to revive t/te spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

May this holy and lionourable fear of thee, 
which is both the beginning and the perfectioo 
of wisdom, be the prevailing and governing prin- 
cipleof our conduct. May it regulate our motives, 
and, in an efTectual manner, influence and direct 
our whole behaviour. 7?ie fear of man bringeth 
a snare, but thy fear, O thou supreme and 
righteous Governor ! delivers us from tlic bondage 
{f corruption, and brings us into the most pure 
and perfect freedom. 

Thine eye, we are informed, is upon them that 
fear thee, upon them that hope in thy mercy. With 
such is thy secret blessing, and to such, the 
blessings of thy covenant will be richly imparted. 
May it be our wise &nd steady determination to 
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cherish this holy and powerful principle within 
us. May we be in thy fear all the day long. 
May we walk in the light of thy countenance^ 
go on, from one degree of spiritual strength to 
another, till we are, as much as human frailty 
will pern)it, cleansed from all fiUhiness of flesh 
and spirit y andliave perfected holiness in thy fear. 
In thy fear J O God ! there is strong consola- 
tion, and thy children have a place of refuge to 
% to, in all the trials and storms of mortality. 
There is no sin from which a just fear of thee 
may not deter us, nor is there any act of duty, 
however difficult or painful, which this divine 
principle will not enable us to discharge. We 
pray^ therefore, that in whatever circumstances 
'we may be placed, no consideration may lead 
us to neglect or abandon so salutary and so 
powerful a motive of action, but that, on the 
contrary, by a frequent recurrence to it, we naay 
find our faith invigorated, our hope of thine 
approbation strengthened, and all our virtuous 
and good habits more and more confirmed. 

May the proper influence of thy fear be con- 
stantly exemplified in the behaviour of all pro- 
fessing Christians. May they walk and act as 
seeing thee^ who art invisible^ and with constant 
reference to that solemn personal account which 
each one must render at the tribunal of Him, 
who is appointed by thee to be the final judge 
of the world. May we never ungratefully sin 
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because grace has abounded, but, walking in aW 
holy conversation and godliness, may we look for 
thy mercy, as exhibited in the gospel of Christ 
Jeaus unto life everlasting. Amen. 



PflAYER FOR RESIGNATION. 

O THOU most righteous and holy Lord our 
God! in whose sight we are aW chargeable with 
so many follies and sins ; with all reverence and 
humility we confess, that it is of thine infinite 
mercy that we have not long ere this been con- 
sumed. We are thy creatnres in every sense of 
that expression. All our capacities, both of 
body and mind, have been communicated, and 
are supported by thee. Our iirst aud greatest 
duty is to love, honour, and obey thy command- 
ments. We know, by experience, that as far as 
we do this, we are consulting our best interest, 
and securing to ourselves the best happiness 
of which we are capable, whether we attend 
only to the present life, or, as we ought always 
to do, raise our thoughts to a future and eternal 
world. 

We are too apt to let the pursuits and plea- 
sures of the present state employ a much greater 
portion of our time, and occupy a much larger 
share of our affections and hopes, than is con- 
sistent with our duty or our real welfare. It 
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is kind, therefore, in thee, by mixing in thy 
treatment of us evil as vrell as good, pain and 
disappointment as well as ease and prdsperity, 
to shake our confidence ifi present things. We 
bless thy holy name, that the vain and pemicions 
dreams in which we are so ready to indulge, are 
thus graciously interrupted. That, by feeling 
the unsatisfactory and transient nature of merely 
earthly good, our attention is forcibly drawn 
to higher and better things. Heavenly Father ! 
we feel that it has been gimd for us to have 
been fxfflicted. The house of mourning^ we find, 
has lessons to impart, infinitely more profitable 
than the house of feasting can coninranicate. 
The sorrow of the countenance, we are con- 
vinced, is salutary and improving to the heart. 
'Before we were afflicted we went astray ^ hat 
now J we trust and hope, that we are better dis- 
posed than ever to keep thy commandi^enis. 

Strengthen in us, we beseech thee, most merci- 
ful and compassionate Parent ! this resignation 
to thy will ; this full acquiescence in all the mea- 
sures *which thine infinite wisdom has appointed 
for our best welfare. May afiSictions and trials 
iBot harden our hearts y and lead us to doubts 
and murmuringSj but send us into ourselves ; 
induce us to search and try our ways, and dis- 
cover \Vhy it is, that the Loi^d is contending with 
us. ,We are persuaded, O Lord ! when we suffer 
reason and piefy -to have their proper effect 

G 2 . 
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upon our hearts, that thou dost not afflict wil- 
lingly, nor grieve the children of men hut for 
their benejlt. Under whatever painl'ul dispensa- 
tions, thtrelbre, it may please thee, in future, 
to place us, may we patiently and qjiietly say, 
it is the Lord; let him do what seemeth to Him 
good. Like the pious and alHictcd Psalmist, 
may we say, I was dumb, I opened not my mouth 
because Owu didst it. 

O Lord! thou art gracious and full of com- 
passion. In tlie midst of judgment thou remem- 
beresi mercy. We know, O Lord ! that thy 
judgments are right, and that in faithfulness 
thou hast afflicted us. No.v let, we pray thee, 
thy merciful kindness be for thy comfort. In 
the mtdtitude of our thoughts within vs, may 
thy consolations support and delight our souls. 

These our humble and earnest supplications 
O God, we offer unto thee, in the name, and as 
the disciples of him, who wiis the great pattern 
of resignation as well as of every other virtue. 
Hy Hiiu wc ascribe unto thee, the sovereign Lord 
and Disposer of all things, glory and honour for 
ever. Amen. 



ON TRUST IN GOD. 

Most powerful, glorious, and benevolent Je_ 
hovab ! Creator and Parent of all things ! we 
thy dependent creatures, sotisible of our nu- 
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merous wants, and that without thy supporting 
energy we could not exist for a single moment, 
would now, with all reverence and humility, 
approach thy footstool, and entreat from thee, 
the continuance of that divine favour, by which 
we have been hitherto upheld and supplied. 
^ Surrounded as we are by the common pro- 
visions of thy bounty, and accustomed to receive 
every supply through the medium of second 
causes, we are sadly liable to forget thee, the 
only first and great cause, j From human agency 
our supplies and helps are immediately com- 
municated, and to hdman power, skill, and affec- 
tion, we are too prone> to resort, in all our emer- 
gencies, and to place in them, that ccmfidence, 
which is due to thee alone. Ih the midst of thy 
gifts, we lose sight of thee, the Almighty Giver. 

In a moment, however, thou canst remove 
from us this delusion, and show us how utterly 
insufficient, without thy blessing, the best ma- 
terials of human felicity are, for our support and 
comfort. Great Source of wisdom and love! we 
thank thee for thus pitying our infatuation, and 
correcting our mistakes. We are now, we trust, 
sensible of our folly and ingratitude, in trusting 
to an arm of fleshy and forgetting those et?^r- 
lasting arms, which are always placed under 
such as put their trust in thee. 

In the most entire and unreserved manner 
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would we noio commit ourselves, and ali our 
concerns, to thy protection ; and acknowledge 
with fervent gratitude, that goodness which has 
preceded and followed us in the whole journey 
of life. We have obtained help from thee, OGod, 
and therefore none of the diseases or accidents 
to which mortality is liable, have been suffered 
to become fatal unto tis. Like a sun, thy favour 
has lighted our path, and like a shield, thy pro- 
tection has guarded every step of our way. 

In all the future trials whic'.i may await us, 
while we are taking every step which prudence 
and piety sanction, to lessen our difficulties, 
if we cannot wholly escafjc them, may our 
mpreme hopes rest upon thee. Sanctify, we pray 
thee, those evils from which it may not be best 
for lis to be entirely delivered, and bring us into 
such a frame of mind, Uiat we may truly ac- 
quiesce in all thy dealings with us, and like 
our once-suffering, but now exalted Lord and 
Master, be able, with our whole hearts, to say, 
Falher! not my wilt, but thine be doni'. 

Thou, O Lord, art the refuge and strength 
of tby creatures ; a very present lielp m every 
time qf trouble. There is no danger from which 
thou canst not deliver us ; there is no depth 
of distress from which thou canst not raise na 
up. Wc will bless thy name at all times, and 
t/iy praise shall be continually in our mmths. 



I 
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Thou art our light and our salvation; none, 
that, in the way of well doing, trust in thee, 
shall ever he forsaken. 

That we may thus draw near unto thee, with 
confidence and hope, may we uniformly abide 
in Christ, drink deeply into his spirit, walk as 
he also walked, and thus, being filled with fill 
joy and peace in believing, may we abonud in 
all the fruits of holiness, and constantly look up 
to thee, as the Ood of hope, and finally, when, 
by thy sovereign appointment, our Lord Jesus 
shall come to judgment, may we be accepted 
in Him. ' Amen. 



ON LOVE TO GOD. 

O THOU most glorious and adorable Fountain 
of truth and benevolence ! who art the same yeslet- 
day, to-day, and for ever, we come unto thee, at 
this time, under the delightful conviction that 
thou art love, and that thou beholdest with thine 
especial favour all such, as sincerely endeavour, 
by dwelling in love, to approve themselves ufirto 
thee. May We, O God ! be included iii this truly 
honourable number. May we exercise over oAr 
hearts and actions the strictest vigilance and self- 
controul, while, to all about us, and with whoM 
we have any thing to do, we manifest the greatest 
gentleness and love. With the utmost justice 
and candour may we view their opinions, and 
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judge of their motives. On all occasioiix may 
we remember what large allowances are neces- 
sary for ourselves, and what poor sinful creatures, 
in thy sight, the very best of ns arc. 

When we consider thy truly unbounded and 
unmerited love unto iis, how ashamed and humbled 
ought we to be of the coldness of our affections 
towards thee, our Creator and preaerver. How 
often do we forget thy presence, and neglect the 
performance of our most clear and positive duties, 
and all this while we know that it is in thee, and 
in thee only, that we lire and move, and hare mir 
being. Lord! we are ashamed of our perverse 
ingratitude, and, humbled in the dust before thee, 
we implore thy pify and forgiveness. 

We feel that, on every principle of justice and 
obligation, we ought to love thee with all mir 
heart, mind, and strength. How e.ccellent is thy 
loving -kindness, O God ! therefore, the. children, 
of men shall put their trust utider the shadow of 
thy wings. With thee is the fountain of life, and 
in thy light shall we see tight. Well may we, 
and all thy creatures, continually cry out, O give 
thanks unto the Lord, for he is good; for his 
mercy endurelhfor ever. 

We would, at all times, especially thank thee, 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth. God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! for that grand 
manileBtu.tiou of thy love towards us, the sending 
of bim into the world, that we might live through 
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him. HereiUy O most gracious and adorable 
Jehovah ! is lovey not that we loved thee, but that 
thou hast loved uSf and appointed thy Son to be a 
mercy-seat for us. What manner of love, O 
heavenly Father ! is this, which thou hc^t bestowed 
upon mankind, that they also, by complying with 
the invitations and conditions of the gospel, 
should be called thy sons? May we deeply feel 
this obligation to be holy, as our pure and blessed 
Master was, in all manner of conversation. We 
are called to the practice of every thing that is 
amiable, excellent, and praiseworthy. May we 
find the noble and generous principles of the 
Gospel, so powerfully operating on our minds, that 
we may be found cheerfully and uniformly running 
in the way of thy commandments. May our 
obedience not be the result of the slavish and 
tormenting principle o^ fear, but of that divine 
love, that holy confidence in thine essential and 
unchangeable goodness, which casts out fear. 
Thus may we be able, with a truly chiid-like 
affection, to say, I will greatly rejoice in the Lard, 
I toiU joy in the Ood, of my salvation. fVhom 
have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon 
earth that I desire beside thee. My flesh and my 
heart, I know, must fail, but thou art the strength 
of my heart, trnd my portion for ever. Amen. 



ON MEDITATION, 

VOL, 1. SERMON I. 

O THOU glorious Source of all knowledge 
and wisdom ! from whom cometh down every 
fjood and perfect gift, assist us, we beseech thee, 
at all times, in the exercise of that informatioD 
nod understanding which wc have been enabled 
to acquire. May we not waste the noblest 
powers of our minds upon merely trifliog and 
unworthy objects and pursuits ; add especially, 
may we never prostitute our intelleclual faculties 
in the shameful and degrading vassalage of sin. 
May we consider the high and noble hopes and 
prospects which are set before us in the Gospel 
of our great Lord and Master, and cherish that 
holy ambition that may, by thy blessing, be a 
happy mean of delivering us _/>om the bondage of 
corruption, and bringing us into tite gtorioui 
liberty of thine obedient children. 

May we, habitually, accustom ourselves to 
view every thing around us iu a moral and reli- 
gious light. May we consider the heavens as 
declaring thy glory, and the firmament as show- 
"tg forth thy handy-wor/i. May we hear day 
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unto day uttering speech^ and night unto night 
proclaioiiDg thy perfections. In the beauty and 
fertility of the earth, in the number and variety 
of the creatures, which are constantly produced 
and upheld, for a longer or a shorter time upon 
it, we caBDot but contemplate that self-originP4ted, 
and truly inexhaustible goodness, which delights 
to communicate, in every possible way, existence 
and enjoyment. How sweet is it, O thou uni- 
versal and benevolent Parent ! thus to contem- 
plate thy works ; and to behold in all of them, 
the most striking proofs and illustrations of thy 
power, wisdom, and love. The universe, O God ! 
i& full of thee. Thou art never weary of creating 
or of watching for good, over all thy works. 

While we contemplate the wonders of thy vast 
creation, and endeavour to make every ob^t of 
it a step of that ladder by which we a^ raised 
from earth to heaven, and led, from the work^ to 
admire the boundless skill and beneficence of 
the adorabW Workman, may we aot overktek thy 
providential government; as that government 
comprehends all times, places and persoas^; «^ 
not a sparrow falh to ike ground without thy 
notice; and the very hairs of our heads are 
numbered by thee : may we never suppose that 
we can, any of us, be unnoticed or forgotten. 
May the solemn thought frequently occur to us, 
that thy holy, penetrating eye^ is constantly aiark- 
ing our conduct ; and that, for the express pur- 
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pose of bringing us to a close and impartial 
examination. O grant us, when that serious and 
awfiil moment comes, the protection of thy sove- 
reign grace, or which of ns can expect to escape ! 
As every day brings ns nearer to this nll>im- 
(wrtant season, may we suffer, if possible, no 
day to pass, without fair and honest self-exami- 
nation. We know we cannot deceive thee ; 
O prevent ns, we beseech thee, from fatally de- 
ceiving ourselves. As reason and Scripture both 
inform us, that what we sow now, we must ex- 
pect to reap hereafter, may we be constantly on 
our guard,' nnd so attentively and faithfully con- 
sider our ways, that, whatever we may have 
done hitherto, we may henceforth saw not unto 
the flesh, hnt unfo the spirit. May the spirit of 
Christ dwell in our heart;; ; may our faith and 
holiness, our diligence and resignation, be every 
day more a^^arent ; may Me grow rapidly in 
every good word and work. We aslt all, as the 
disciples of the holy Jesus. By him we ascribe 
unto thee, O heavenly Fatlier ! never-ceasing- 
praises. Amen. 

ON DILIGENCE IN BUSINESS. 

VOL. I. SERMON II. 

Most adorable Jehovah ! Creator of our 
bodies, Father of our .spirits, giver aud supporter 
of all our capacities aud powers ! under a deep 
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sense, we trust, of our obligations and responsi- 
bilities, we now draw^near unto thee. May we 
never forget the great purposes for whidi all our 
abilities have been bestowed upon us, and the in- 
dispensible necessity there is for a constant and 
faithful application of them to the attainment of 
the great ends for which they were communi- 
cated. 

We see, O most wise and gracious Father! 
that it is the universal law of our present con- 
dition, that, by the constant exertion of our 
mental or corporeal powers, those supplies are 
to be procured which are necessary for the sup- 
port of ourselves > and those dependent uppn us. 
If we will not work^ we have no right to eat ; 
but, in proportiqn as we faithfully and diligently 
labour in honest and useful employments, we 
also see that the common and necessary articles 
of food and raiment are to be procured by us. 

While, therefore, we thank thee, by whom we 
w^ fearfully and wonderfully madey for enabling 
us thus to procure a supply for out daily wants ; 
we pray that thou wouldst afford us health and 
opportunities for the purpose. May we be di- 
rected to places of residence, in which our skill 
and industry may find employment ; and> if it 
please thee, may we meet with such companions 
in our employments, as may render our labours a 
source of pleasure and improvement, rather than 
of weariness and disgust to us. May we guard 
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ourselves, with Lhc utmost diligence, against all 
discontent with our lot in life. May we never 
indulge a roving, or a murmuring disposition ; 
but, whatever our present occupation is, may it 
be our first and grand object to abide with thee 
in it; and, by a diligent discharge of its duties, 
labour to secure thy blessing. As we cannot but 
see that every station in life has some incon- 
veniences inseparable from it, may small difficul- 
ties not render us peevish, or hide from us the 
comforts and advantages which our lot really 
possesses. May patience and perseverance, under 
the influence of piety, be our constant companions, 
and we arc well aware, that, under thy blessing, 
all difficulties will be overcome. 

While, however, with diligence, but without 
painful anxiety, we are labouring for the bread 
which perisheth, may we not forget that which 
endureth unto life everlasting. While we spend 
so much of our time and talents in labouring for 
the body, may we never lose sight of the better 
part, and neglect all provision for the soul. May 
we seek> in the first place, and above every thing 
else, an interest in thine everlasting love, a share 
in thai kingdom which is not of this world. What- 
ever we g-ain or lose upon earth, may we not 
lose thy favour, nor the hope of a blessed im- 
mortality. 

Strengthen in us, we pray thee, great and 
gracious Parent, these holy desires and resolu** | 
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tions. Whatsoever our hands find to doy in the 
hope and prospect of an eternal world, may we 
do it with our might. May we consider how our 
blessed Lord and Master laboured for the im- 
provement and salvation of mankind : his pure 
and perseverihg example may we sincerely en- 
deavour to follow. By him, as our great pattern 
and guide, we ascribe unto thee, O God, glory 
for ever. Amen. 



ON SELF-SATISFACTION. 

VOL. I. SERMON III. 

O THOU most glorious and adorable Creator ! 
whose p5wer and wisdom are always under the 
direction of thine impartial and unbounded good- 
ness, it has pleased thee to make us a compound 
of flesh and spirit, and to place us in a state in 
which we often find ourselves powerfully drawn 
to the most different and contrary courses of 
action. We find our bodily passions and ap-> 
petites strongly impelling us to such an undue 
indulgence of them, as fills us with shame and 
remorse. We find, by bitter experience, that, in 
the pursuit of pleasure^ we have been betrayed 
into fotty and siu. We have, overstepped, per- 
haps, in numerous instances, the bounds of inno-- 
cence and temperance; and, in consequence,, 
pierced ourselves through with many sorrows/ 



» 



96 Prayers for the First Volume of Sermons. 

Again and again, O lliou righteous Ohsener of 
Men ! we have repeated this most foolish and 
criminal coxi&\Ki, and, ai every repetition of it, 
we have wounded ourselves the deeper, and ren- 
dered the task o^ repentance more distressing and 
diflfictilt. While we might, by a proper exertion 
of our moral powers, have been the children and 
the free men of Jems, we have sunk into the mere 
slaves of appetite, and i ivetted upon ourselves the 
degrading and cruel fetters of infamy and trans- 
gression. 

As we trust, O most holy God ! that we are now 
deeply sensible, both of our sin and danger, we 
cast ourselves upon thy mercy, for the pardon of 
our past offences, and earnestly beseech thee to 
assist us in time to come, in forming better habits, 
and in acting, on ali occasions, in a manner more 
worthy our reasonable capacities, and our re- 
ligious professions and advantages. 

May our future behaviour be governed by a. 
supreme regard to thine approbation, as the only 
thing which can give us true dignity of character ; 
or a capacity for any substantial and permanent 
happiness. May we henceforth seek our felicity 
where alone it can be found, in the love and 
practice of real goodness; and a constant endea- 
vour to approve ourselves unto thee, the only 
judge and rewarder thereof While we receive 
with gratitude, and enjoy with moderation, every 
present good which thou art pleased to grant us ; 
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may we never forget how transient and inferior 
the best of them are to mental and moral excel- 
lencies and pursuits. May we steadily and con- 
stantly so endeavour to maintain the empire of 
reason, and the potcer of religion in the sout, that 
we may have, as the foundation of our comfort, 
the testimony of our conscience, that, in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, not with JlesJily wisdom, but 
by thy grace, we are having our conversation in 
the world. Thus, not with a vain and proud 
confidence in ourselves, but resting upon thee, 
may we be growing in grace, virtue, and com- 
fort, till we feel in our breasts, that sweet self~ 
satis/action, that holy devout joy in thee, of which 
neither the infirmities nor trials of our present 
state may be able to deprive us. 

In the joyful prospect of that glorious world, 
to the lively hope of which we are begotten by the 
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ -from the 
dead; may we be able to look with a proper 
superiority upon all merelyhuman pursuits. The 
attainment of a [>ortion in the heavenly inheritance, 
ought to be, above all things, the object of our 
desire and pursuit : this alone is worthy the true 
dignity of our nature ; and this, we pray, O 
heavenly Father ! thou wilt incline us henceforth 
tmremittingly to pursue. We humbly ask this, 
and every other blessing, as the disciples of him 
who completely overcame the world and all its 
temptations. By him we ascribe unto thee, the 
■only God, power and glory for ever. Amen. 
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ON BEING ASHAMED OF APPEARING 
RELIGIOUS. 

VOL. I. SERMON IV. 

O THOU most glorious and adorable Object of 
everj pious sentiment, of every devout affection, 
and of every humble and grateful acknowledg- 
ment! with the profoundest reverence of thine 
awful and amiable perfections, do we now call 
upon our souls, and all that is within us, to mag- 
nify those perfections, audio celebrate thy praise. 

Our obligations to render thee, the glory due 
unto thy name, are so striking, and so numerous, 
that we must be totally insensible if we do not, 
in some degree, feel and acknowledge them. Thy 
claims to our reverence are written in the most 
legible characters on all thy works ; and if we 
have the faintest perceptions of gratitude, the 
daily and hourly blessings which thou art shower- 
ing down upon us, must rouse them into action. 
To show forth thy glory, as far as we are capable 
of doing it, is our duty, our privilege, and our 
happiness. 

When we seriously consider all this, what 
reason have we, O thou Searcher of all hearts! 
to be humbled and ashamed in thy presence. 
How grossly negligent, how shamefully unduti- 
fiil, has been our general behaviour towards thee. 
How backward have we been, to confess our ob- 
ligations to thy mercy; and to avow that re- 
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verence for thy Majesty, which we oould not bat, 
ID some de^ee, and at some seasons, fed itf •or 
hearts. Though the truly religious sMtiment }s, 
m every view of it, the noblest sentiment of which 
homaB nature is capable, yet, to what a shameful 
degree, has a cowardly submission to the base 
and criminal customs of common life, induced us 
to repress it in ourselves, and conceal it from the 
notice of others ! Lord, who could tell, by our 
common language and conduct, that we knew 
any thing of the pure and holy Jesus; much less 
fiiat we called ourselves by his venerable name; 
and were his avowed followers and disciples ! 
Graeious Ood, what is the reason of this in- 
fiiiuated inconsistency? If Jesus be indeed the 
chaeacter which we believe him to be; if he be 
invested by thee, with the high ojffices of liie tii- 
slruetor and Saviour of naankind; if hiswhokli/k, 
was a model of the purest virtue, the most exalted 
pie(^, and the m<^t difiksive benevolence ; why 
shouki we be shy of conversing about him ? why 
utiwilling to make the doctrines and duties of real 
reditgibn the subjects of our meditcOion, or the 
fi^iqMxA themes of our discourse ? If vi^e truly 
receive Jesus, as our Master and Lord, how is it 
that we do not, with greater steadiness, do the 
things which he, in thy name, has commanded us 

to do! 

O thou, who art acquainted with the inmost 
recesses of our souls ! the reasons which have led 

h2 



100 Prayers for the First Volume of Sermons. 

us astray, however they may be, more or less, 
hidden from us, are all perfectly known unto thee. 
With shame and sorrow we confess the carnality 
of our hearts ; the vain thoughts that we have 
suifered to dwell within us ; and that false and 
criminal shaine which has induced us, upon many 
occasions, to restrain our best feelings, and in- 
jure, at least by our silence, a cause which it 
was our duty and interest, and ought to have been 
owr pleasure, to defend. 

For every instance in which we have suffered 
this dishonest shame to prevail over us, and thus 
' done an injury to our own convictions, and to the 
.progress of real truth and virtue in the world, we 
, now solemnly implore thy forgiveness, and pray 
that, in future, we may feel that holy courage 
which will not only enable us to resist evil ; but 
openly to plead for, and resolutely to practise 
whatever appears to ustobe just and right. May 
we nevermore heasftatned of Jesus, nor of any of 
the duties of his religion^ and by thy divine help 
may we bo conduct ourselves, that, in the day of 
account, he may not be ashamed of us. We ask 
it, with holy fear and trembling, as his disciples. 
,AmeD. 
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ON THE INFLUENCE OF EXAMPLE. • 

VOL. I. SERMON V. 

« 

Most glorious and adorable Creator! m 
whom tee live and move, and have our being, it 
is the highest privilege of our nature, that we are 
permitted to hold a direct intercourse with thee ; 
and it is the distinguishing glory of that nature, 
that we have capacities suitable to such an in- 
tercourse. May our sense of this privilege bear 
some proportion to its real worth ; and may we 
show our perception of its worth, by the pleeuure 
we feel in its exercise; and i[i^ regularity and 
fervour with which we draw near unto thee. 

At this time, O Lord ! we acknowledge with 
lively gratitude, the constant and innumerable 
blessings which thou art showering around us. 
Every past step of our journey has been marked 
with thy goodness, and it is our reproach and 
unhappiness, that our love and obedience have 
fallen so shamefully and criminally short of what 
they ought to have been. Lord, deal not with 
us, we beseech thee, according to our trans- 
gressions, but according to that richness of thy 
grace, which is so manifest in all thy dealings 
with mankind, and so eipressiy and abundantly 
confirmed in the gospel of thy well-beloved Son. 

In infinite wisdom it has pleased thee, tp give 
to us those propensities and passions which so 
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powerfully affect us In tiiia state of trial ; and 
to the inordinate iiidulgeoce of which, so many 
of our paiss, both of body and mind, are to be 
attributed. For every past instance of this ini- 
[M^oper indulgence, O thou most pure and holy 
God ! we implore thy forgivenfiss ; and pray 
that, in time to come, we may be able more 
successfully to resist evil, and approach nearer 
the standard of true goodness, thaa we have 
hitherto doae. 

We cannot avoid seeing and feeling how much 
we arc the creatures of imitation ; and what 
deep and durable impressions are made upon us 
by the examples of those with whom we are, 
more or less, acquainted. May this perception 
of the power of example, render us peculiarly 
careful and watchful over our own. May we 
make it a matter of conscience, that no one 
shall be led into sin by us ; on the contrary, by 
all our words and actions, may we make it 
evident that the great principles of piety, justice, 
mercy and love, are the principles by which we 
are uniformly influenced. May the serious and 
reverend manner in which we speak of thee, and 
thy wise, righteous and benevolent Providenoe, 
impress uiran our owu mind, aud upon the mindti 
of all who hear us, a deep sense of that honour 
which is due unto thy Name, aud of those devout 
and pious terras, which it becomes such obliged 
and dtjpcudenl, and at the same time, such fre- 
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quently sinful creatures as we are^ always to 
adopt, when speaking upon such high and awful 
subjects., 

Without any ostentatious or superstitious ab- 
stinence from the common and innocent esjoy- 
ments of life, may we show, by our sobriety and 
moderation in the usd ci them, that wa are noit 
$laceg to our animal appetites ; and that, while 
we taUe with gratitude, we .do ncA forget what 
is due to reastm and religion. 

May the nMimer in which we treat all with 
whom we have aay Ihing to do, be uniformly 
regulated by that golden maxim ^ our Mastw's 
gospel, Whdtsoever ye would AtU mm should 
do wUo you, do ye ako do unto them. By this 
diTine mle may our whole conduct be directed ; 
and in all cases we shall do that which is most 
just, proper and kind, both to iadividuals and 
bodies of men. 

Assist us, O heavenly Father! we be^eeoh 
thee, thus to cause our Ught to shine before men, 
that om example may be an advantage, and not 
a snare; that those who. Anon; and observe us, 
may only so mu<^ the more glorify thee^ ou/r 
FcUher who curt m heaven. Thus may thy king- 
dom of grace and glory more if)eedily come, and 
thy holy and benevolent will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven. Amen. 
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ON THE CHRISTIAN WARFARE. 

VOL, 1. SERMON Vi. 

O Tuou Fountain of all power, as well as of 
all Wisdom and goodness ! To thee thy creatures 
are indebted for every power and faculty both of 
body and of mind. As, to answer the best and 
most important purposes, we are here placed in 
perilous circumstances; in situations which re- 
quire both fortitude and self-denial, we now 
approach thy throne, to implore from thee that 
divine help which may enable us to stand, in the 
dark and evil day. 

If it please thee,. O most holy and merciful 
Father ! may no trial atoait us but what is com- 
mon unto man ; and toith every trial may titere 
be such a way of escape, that if we are not 
grossly deficient, either in vigilance or resolu- 
tion, we may be able to bear it. 

As we can expect, in no part of our lives, 
to be free from temptation, may we be con- 
stantly watchful against it. Like faithful and 
courageous soldiers, may we keep our post, 
whatever it be, till, by the voice of thy wise 
and righteous Providence, we are ordered to 
retire from it. In thy hands, O God ! and in 
thine only, are the issues of life and of death ; 
and to thee it belongs, in the most sovereign and 
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unlimited manner^ to appoint our posty and to 
determine the time for which we are to oc* 
cupy it. 

Adored be thy name! as our moral dangers 
are many and great, our means of resistance and 
defence are numerous and powerful. May we 
honestly and perseveringly use them, at all 
times, recollecting, that thine eye is fixed upon 
us, and that, whether we be completely success- 
ful or not, thou wilt estimate, with the fullest 
information and impartiality, the value of every 
effort which we make. May the allurements of 
»in not seduce us from the path of holiness. 
May none of the dangers which may attend the 
discharge of duty, prove too hard for our pious 
fortitude. Through pleasure and pain, through 
evil report and good report, may we persevere 
in a course of obedience and resignation, to the 
v£ry close of our lives. 

To strengthen us in this dutiful and heroic 
frame of mind, may we never lose sight of the 
pure ajnd perfect example of the Apostle and 
High Priest of our profession. We would now 
call him to mind, m the Leader and Finisher 
of Faith : the Prince of Peace, and the Captain 
of Salvation. Our profession calls upon us to 
consider ourselves as the soldiers of Christ Jesus. 
In the Gospel, we behold his glorious banner 
unfurled, and we are expressly called upon, to 
take up our spiritual weapons, and follow, at 
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all hazards, and through all trials, the footsteps 
of our glorious Leader. 

If, in thus discharging the duty of a faithful 
Boldier, the cross must be endured, or the hope 
of tlic Crown forfeited ; may we, O thou God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus ! not hesitate a 
moment as to what we are to do. Remembering 
Him tcho endured such contradiction of sinnen 
against himself may we never be %ceary and 
faint in our minds, but, if necessary, resist even 
unto blood, striving against sin. 

We ought, however, to be thankful, great 
and gracious Grod ! and, we trust, (hat we are 
truly so, that such Jiery trials are not likely 
to be our portion. Our lot has been cast in 
days of great candour, and religious peace. 
May this great blessing, which our pious fore- 
fathers would have valued above every thing 
else, be neither overlooked nor abused by ««. 
Because we can avow with safety whatever reli- 
gious opioioDB we conscientiously entertain, may 
we not grow indifferent in our search after truth, 
or cold and careless in the discharge of those 
moral duties, without which, whatever opinioas 
we adopt, our claim to the christian character 
can never be admitted. Here, heavenly Father, 
may our utmost vigilance and zeal be exerted. 
May we be ricli in faith and good works, and 
whenever thou commandest us to put off" our 
harness, may we wiMiugly do it. Amen, 
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FOR A NEW YEAR. 

VOL. I. SERMON VII. 

Most glorious and unchangeable Jehovah ! 
As the God of time and the God of eternity^ we 
now draw near unto thee. The sun, the moon, 
and the whole host of heaven, worship thee* 
They are all the work of thy hands, and day 
after day, and year aft;er year, they proclaim, 
with silent but majestic eloquence, thy praise. 
Thou didst create them at first, and, to thiA 
moment, they continue with unabated vigour 
and undeviating regularity, to answer the end 
of Uieir creation, and to perform those beneficial 
and magnificent services for which they were 
^pointed. 

Whiie we adore thee, O most blessed and 
only Potentate! as the Creator and Preserver 
of the sun, and all the glorious and useful orbs 
which accompany it, we would not forget the 
important moral, as well as natural purposes 
which diey are intended to answer to us. These 
brilliant luminaries mark out to man the times 
and the seasons of human life. May we, at 
all times, remember, that but a few of what 
we denominate years, make up the whole of our 
lives: that at longest our time is short, and, 
in its best state, extremely uncertain. 

We are now, in the course of thy wise and 
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good Providence, brought to the beginning of 
another of these portions of life. Much that 
is past wc have forgotten, and none of our 
actions, eittier good or bad, now admit of the 
smallest alteration; our deeds are all writteu 
in thy righteous and impartial book, and must 
all be reviewed and accounted for, at thine 
awful tribunal. 

In the review of life, we are filled with ad- 
miration of that mercy and grace which, not- 
withstanding our numerous provocations, have 
spared us so long. Truly, it is because thy 
compassions fail not, that we have not long ago 
been cut off. We are now monuments of thy 
preserving love: O grant, that, in our remain- 
ing days, be they many or few, wc may prove, 
by our whole behaviour, that thy grace has not 
been bestowed upon us in vain. 

How many, and great, have been the blessings 
which have distinguished the past part of our 
lives ! Days and years of mercy have been 
bestowed upon us. Food and raiment, health 
and friends, comfortable habitations, and all the 
privileges of society, have surrounded our Rteps, 
and filled our hearts, we hope, with gratitude 
and praise. To all the blessings of the present 
life, adored be thy name, almighty and eternal 
God! we can add the inconceivably precious 
hopes of a life to come. Thanks, everlasting 
thanks, be unto thee, O Father ! for this truly 
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unspeakable gift. Amidst all the ravages of 
time and death, while every day proves fatal 
to thousands of our race, and every year lays 
millions of them in the silent grave, it is, indeed, 
a soul-reviving thought, that all are to live 
again. May our faith in this promise of the glo^ 
rious Oospel never fail. May every day increase 
its strength,* and prove, by our growing in real 
goodness, the influence which it actnally has 
upon us. 

We are now wholly ignorant what is before 
us. A new year is opening, and we know, that 
through all its events, whether they are to be 
painful or pleasant, the current of time will carry 
us irresistibly along. We know, also, that no 
change can affect thee, and thy favour to the 
truly penitent, humble and good j is as unalterable 
as thy nature. We would, therefore, without 
anxiety^ cast our care upon thee. Whether we 
are to live through this year, or die before the 
close of it, may we, every day, be growing fitter 
for our great change. We ask it as the disciples 
of Him who, though he was once dead, is now 
alive for evermore. Amen.i 
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ON THE POWER OF HABIT. 

VOL. I. SERMON VIII. 

O THOU whoae infinite wisdom has seen fit 
so to form our minds, that habits, both of a 
vicious and a virtuous kind, are almost im- 
perceptibly formed withia us, we now come unto 
thee, to implore thy direction and blessing, in 
the penVoM* but MMa(J0^'(/a6/e journey of life. We 
find, 1^ experience, that numerous and powerful 
temptations are assailing us, in the whole of our 
way ; to increase our danger from without, we 
cannot but feel that we have desires and inclina- 
tions within, which increase, in a frightful de- 
gree, our moral danger, and render the formation 
of habils totally inconsistent with piety and vir- 
tue, in a high degree probable. The resolutions 
we form against the repetition of our vices, are 
either so feeble, or so poorly observed, that they 
are often almost wholly fruitless; and we cannot 
avoid feeling that the power of bad haMts is often 
increasing rather than diminishing within us. 

We hope, however, gracious and mereifiil 
Father ! that our case is not utterly desperate. 
We trust that the bondage of sin is not so com- 
plete and confirmed, that there is no prospect of 
a deliverance. There arc seasons of compunc- 
tion and contrition, in which we have not only a 
deep sense of our captivity, but a humbling con- 
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viction of the degree ia which our careless and 
licentious actions have contributed to our dis- 
graceful and dangerous vassalage. There are 
moments in which we can aj^teal unto thee, the 
great Searcher of hearts, that we truly abhor our 
vices, and do really exert ourselves to break off 
our unholy fetters, and put an end to that domi- 
nion of iniquity which has so long and so pain- 
fully triumphed over us. O most holy and 
merciful Creator ! who knowest our frame, and 
art a witness to all that passes within us, 
strengthen, we beseech thee, every virtuous prin- 
ciple, confirm every good resolution, and enable 
US to counteract and subdue evil habits by good 
mtes. 

By keeping a strict watch over our thoughts, 
words and actions ; by setting thee, the Lord 
God, constantly before us ; by accustoming our- 
selves frequently to consider the nature of both 
heavenly and earthly things; by considering 
calmly and impartially the natural result of what- 
ever conduct we adopt, may we avoid that which 
is evil, and choose and follow ^that which is truly 
good. 

We would never forget to bless thee for those 
intellectual and moral powers with which we 
are furnished. May we, in the use and a[4)lica- 
tioQ of them, never be imfaithful either to thy 
grace, or to our own true interest. May the 
painftd emotions with which repentance auiet 
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nnavoidably be attended, prove, in future, a 
happy restraint upon our criminal inclinations 
and pursuits. May the pure, soul satisfying de- 
lights which necessarily follow the steady per- 
formance of duty, and the regular exercise of the 
devout and benevolent affections, so strengthen 
and encourage us in cherishing them, that 6xed 
and durable Iiahits of piety, justice, 'purity, 
benevolence, and every branch of virtue may be 
so rooted in hs, as to be overcome and eradicated 
by no future temptation. Like our blessed Lord 
and Master, may we be able to overcome the 
•world. The path of the just, we are told in thy 
word, is as the shining tight which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. That glorious 
and divine path, may it be our privilege and 
happiness to pursue. In that we are sure of 
thine approbation and biasing — in that blessed 
path there is light without darkness, and by thee, 
the Father of lights, may we be kept in it ; we 
ask it for thine infinite mercies' sake in Christ 
Jesus. Amen. 

AGjUNST A^fXIETY. 

VOL. I. SEKMON IX. 

O THOU, who art at all times, and in all 
circumstances, the Supreme and only sufficient 
hope of thy creatures! whose foresight, like all 
thy perfections, is absolutely complete, and wliose 
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compassionate favour is never withheld from 
those who put their trust in thee, we come into 
thy presence, with th^ fullest confidence, that 
thy ear is open to our supplications, and that, 
as far as it is proper, thy hand will be stretched 
out for our defence and salvation. 

Every day's experience convinces us, in the. 
most forcible manner, that we live in a changing 
and unsatisfying world. We know not . what 
a day may bring forth, and in many cases, 
where we can tell pretty certainly what will 
happen, we have no controul over what is ap- 
proaching, and but few, or perhaps, no means 
of averting any calamity which may be coming 
towards us. 

In these circumstances we are too apt to in- 
dulge gloomy apprehensions, and to think that 
we arQ not so favourably noticed by thy kind 
and impartial providence, as we might be. . An, 
unreasonable anxiety preys upon our spirits, and 
we become, by giving way to it, less and less 
fitted for the exercises of piety, and the due dis- 
charge of the common and indispensible duties 
of life. 

We acknowledge, O thou Former of our 
bodies and Father of our spirits! that all this 
i^ very unworthy our rational nature, and utterly 
inconsistent with that foith and fortitude which 
our religious profession ought to produce. Our 
humble prayer, therefore^ is, that thou wilt be 
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H pleased to Btrengthen our faith, to confirm our 
H 

H 811 

I Pu 
I 

 kD 

I > 

H mi 



confidence, aiid to enable us to get rid of all 
such unworthy distrust in future. 

May we, for the attainment of this important 
purpose, frequently call to mind the properly 
uncliangeable nature of all thine attributes. We 
know thou art the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever. Thou hatest nothing which thou hast 
made : thy tender mercies are over all thy works. 
In all ages thou hast been the patron of truth 
and goodness ; and thou must for ever be the 
same. Thou canst not deny thyself. All nature 
is full of thee. Thou seest the end from the 
beginning, and neither thy power, thy wisdom, 
or thy love, can be questioned or controuled. 

Forgive us, O thou unwearied Benefaetor 
and Friend ! that the past experience of thy 
grace has had so little an effect upon us. Not 
only have we been witnesses, year after year, 
of the faithful performance of all the promises 
and declarations of thy word, with respect (o the 
world at large, but, in our own persons and 
families, wo have had daily, nay, hourly proofs, 
that thy providential care, and thy paternal affec- 
tion, have never been withheld from us. Many 
of those calamities which we feared, have not 
been permitted to befall us, and through such 
as have overtaken us, wc have been mercifully 
conducted. Surely, we must be left utterly with- 
out excuse, if we can utill give way to anxiety. 
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or take such tormenting thoughts/or the morrow, 
as shall prevent a grateful and devout enjoyment 
of the blessings of to-day. 

As believers in the Gospel of Christ, we ought, 
in the darkest seasons here, to look to those 
blessed abodes of purity, improvement, and 
peace, for which it is the great object of all the 
trials of mortality to prepare us. O thou, who 
hast not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain sal- 
■nation on the conditions of that Gospel ! may 
we be more and more able to realise to ourselves 
such views of this divine felicityj that we may 
truly overcome the world. Divesting ourselves 
of all anxiety for the fiiture, may we calmly 
attend to the discharge of all our duties, and 
in patience possess otir souls. We ask all, as 
the disciples of Him who repeatedly said, Take 
no thought for the morrow. By Him we ascribe 
auto thee, glory and honour for ever. Amen. 
-Ij _ 

FOR PATIENCE UNDER SMALL TRIALS. 

VOL. I. SERMON X. 

O THOU, who art the only toise Ood ! thou 
alone knowest what is best for all thy creatures. 
We presume not to call i/i qiieation the rectitude 
or the goodness of any of thine appointments. 
We bow, with humility and reverence, to that 
general law of oar present condition, which, by 
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the puriryiag process of disappointment and trou- 
ble, is fitting us for the attainment of eternal 
life. May our experience happily prove to us, 
that this is the cose with respect to ourselves. 
May we find that those troubles which are the _ 
common lot of mortality, and a portion of which 
must await us in the journey of Ufe, are not 
making such an undue impression upon our 
minds, as to shake our confidence in thy per- 
fections, or unfit us, by peevishness or discontent, 
for the discharge of any of our duties. 

Give us, we pray thee, O most holy and 
adorable Father ! such a portion of that wisdom 
which Cometh from, above, as may enable us to 
make a proper estimate of things. May we 
never act as if we thought that the vain plea- 
sures and pursuits of time, were superior to 
the exalted and pure delights of eternity. 

As we cannot but observe, that, ma7i is born 
to trouble as the sparks Jiy ttptcard; that it 
always has been so, in all ages and countries, 
may we never be so unreasonable as to expect 
an entire exemption from the universal lot. 
On the contrary, may we so arm ourselves with 
piety and patience, that these light afflictions 
which, after all, are comparatively fmt for a 
moment, may work out for vs an eternal weight 
of glaty. " 

While we are thus prayinc' for suiutort under 
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thee, unfeignedly, O most gracious Parent ! that 
80 few of them have fallen to tour lot, and that 
they have been so light of their kind. Truly 
we may say, Mercy and truth have followed 
us all our days. 

When .we think of our frequent unworthiness, 
we are astonished at thy forbearing mercy. It 
is, indeed, owing to thy rich grace ^ that we 
are still in the land of the living, and capable, 
by repentance and reformation^ of still securing 
an interest in thine everlasting love. May this 
blessed effect of trouble not be lost upon us. 
May it prove a means of withdrawing us from 
an undue dependence upon any merely earthly 
comforts, and increasing in us that truly religi- 
ous dignity of mind, which will lead us to thee, 
the only supreme and satisfying good. Con- 
sidering that we are not to live by bread alone, 
but by every word of instruction, caution or en- 
couragement, which proceedeth out of thy mouth ; 
may We be constantly referring ourselves unta 
thee.. Thy love,^ O heavenly Father! w^ are 
persuaded is not a fond and blind partiality, 
but a truly enlightened and divine affection. 
Our providential trials, we are persuaded, are 
neither more numerous nor severe , than is neces- 
sary. Thou dost not willingly afflict thy children.^ 
Thy chastisements have all a merciful motive, 
and are intended, not ^to grieve. und torment, but 
to purify and save. 
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Fully convinced of this, may we, in the cloudy 
and dark day, raise our thoughts to the glory 
and felicity which are at present wisely con- 
cealed from us. May we consider, not so much 
the rod, as Him by whom all its Btrokes are 
regulated, and make it our great concern, that 
the kind and gracious ends of these visitations 
may be fully answered. The cup which thou 
givest Its, O most righteous and merciful Parent ! 
may we, like our once suffering but now exalted 
and triumphant Master, most cheerfully drink. 
Amen. 

ON THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD. 



Most glorious and adorable Creator and Lord 
of all things ! thy perfections arc manifest in all 
thy works. Thy power is absolntely uncontroul- 
able, thy wisdom unfathomable, and thy goodness 
without a limit, Tothese, and every other excel- 
lence, the arrangements of thy Providence, and 
the measures of thy moral administration, givG 
the most ample and satisfactory testimony. Of 
this moral administration, impartiality and love 
are the grand features. Thou hast made of one 
blood all nations that dwell upon the face of the 
earth. Thou hast fashioned their hearts alike ; 
and wliatever real or apparent differences there 
may be in their present circumstances, wo are 



Pratfdrs fw the First VokUM (f SkrnMu. 119 

peiBMuled tbey are idS a6 muih the objects of thy 
paternal r^ard, as they are the product ctf thy 
creative power. 

As it is with nations, 1m>i in the present state, 
it a with indiVidaals. It is idvident that we are 
all liJEe ctay in A» hands of tiie patter. Accord- 
ing to thy sovereign pleasure, thou appointest us 
our respective stations in i^3ciety, and bestowe^t 
i:^n us a greater or a less number of temporal 
or spiritual favours, as seemeist best unto thyself. 
Inallthis^ greatest and best of Bbings! we are 
persuaded, that thy proceedings are directed by 
the most consummate wisdom, equity, and grace. 
Thy right to do as it pleaseth thee, can admit of 
no question ; and the final issue of things will 
clearly demonstrate, that justice Und judgment 
are the pillars of thy throne^ and that impartiality, 
truth, and grace, have directed all thy measures. 
As we have not all the same talents, either as 
to number or value, entrusted to us, may we 
endeavour faithfully to use such as we have; 
remembering, that it is this upon which our 
future account will turn. May we watch over 
ourselves with a holy jealousy, in this respect, 
lest we be proud of our talents and abilities. 
May we never despise nor trample upon such as 
have fewer than our ourselves, nor be envious 
and discontented because others have more. Re- 
collecting that it is thou only who makest us to 
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differ, may we find our hearts warmed vvitii gra- 
titude on account of any advaotages we may pos- 
sess, and filled with humility, that we have made 
such poor improvements of them. 

We most devoutly thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth ! for the clear and abundant 
assurances which are contained in the gospel, 
that none of thy children, whatever may be their 
condition in this state, are excluded from thy 
future favour. Adored be thy Name, thou art 
not a wrathful, but a benevolent Ood; not a cafri- 
cious and partial governor, but a rigbteims and 
beneficent Sovereign. So far from passing de- 
crees of reprobation against any of thy creatures, 
thou art willing that all men should be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth. 

Influenced by these gracious declarations, and 
feeling, as we cannot but do, how much it is 
both our duty and happiness to imitate, as closdy 
as possible, thy moral perfections, may we cherish 
the justest and kindest feelings towards all man- 
kind. May we indulge no partial or harsh senti- 
ments towards any of our brethren. However 
we may think it necessary to dissent from, or 
oppose any of their opinions, may we treat their 
persons and their interests, with aW justice and 
kindness. May it be our sincere endeavour to 
maintain, upon ail occasions, the empire of can- 
dour and charity in the world. May this, which 
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was so eminently the character of our blessed 
Lord and Master, be the Spirit under which, at 
all times, we act. Wc ask it as his disciples, 
Ameo. 

ON THE PEARL OF GREAT PRICE. 

VOL. I. SEHMON'XII. 

Most glorious and adorable Lord God Al- 
mighty! thy majesty is infinitely beyond our 
noblest conception: thou dwellestin light inac- 
cessible and full of glory ; no mortal eye hath seen 
thee, or can see thee and live. We adore thee, as 
the great Fountain of existence and felicity ; and 
wc discern, in our own existence, and in the 
existence of the numerous tribes of creatures 
abont us, the most incontestible proofs of the 
happiness which is inseparable from thy nature ; 
and which thy truly divine love is prompting thee ' 
continually to communicate to all thy creatures. 
From thee, O Lord, cometh down every good and 
every perfect gift! and we bless thee for the 
powers, both of body and mind, with which we 
are furnished for the acquisition of every thing 
necessary for the attainment of our present, and 
our future welfare. 

In the pursuit of happiness we behold all about 
us constantly engaged : for this all hearts are 
panting, and all hands are, professedly, at work. 
At the same time, O thou great Source of truth 
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and wisdom, we canoot avoid seeing bow utterly 
inadequate to the attainment of any wortliy and 
durable happiness, the tempers and pursuits of 
multitudes are. Founded in a misapprehension 
of what is truly good, and almost all of them 
confined to the perishable objects of time and 
sense, it is no wonder this should be the case. 
They set their aifections upon merely earthly 
things, and they overlook, or despise, that " pearl 
of great price," which can be found only in thine 
approbation, and which can be secured only by a 
compliance with those terms which are proposed 
in the Gospel of Christ Jesus. 

We must confess, with shame and confusion of 
face, that we are by no means exempt from much 
of the folly and criminality with which all our 
race are chargeable. O thou that scest and 
knowest our inmost hearts ! thou art acquainted 
with a thousand instances of deliberate ingrati- 
tude and sin, of which the world has known 
nothing, and for which, wert thou strictly to enter 
into judgment with us, we must expect a most 
awful condemnation. 

OxafoUyh&s been, if possible, greater than our 
transgression. We have been seeking for hap- 
piness, where reason, revelation, and experience 
assure us it never can be found. We have pre- 
ferred earth to heaven, and time to eternity. 
Lord ! deal not with us according to our deserts, 
but according to the multitude of thy mercies. 
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Pardon us, we beseech thee, for what is pMt ; 
and may a wiser, it purer, and better spirit ani- 
mate us in time to come. May the ^^ pearl cf 
great price^^ be the prevailing and grand object 
of our desire and pursuit. May we not satisfy 
ourselves with knowing what it is, and being 
able to talk well an,d fluently about it, but may 
we seek to obtain it with a zeal and diligence, 
in some degree proportioned to its real worth. 
iVhile numbers are confining all their expecta- 
tions of happiness to the wealthy the honours^j 
and the pleasures of mortality, may we shew, by 
our whole behaviour, that we are influenced by 
juster and nobler views. Lord .! our humble and 
earnest prayer is, that the light of Ay countenance 
may be lifted up upon usi May a holy and divine 
ambition take possession of our hearts. May we 
think no degree of self-denial too severe, no 
sacrifice of present good too great, to gain pos-* 
session of that pearl of incalculable worth, thine 
approbation nowy and the joys c^ an eternal 
existence hereafter. Convince us, we pray thee, 
O heavily Parent! oi the wisdom of such a 
choice as this, and help us in the attainment of 
whatever will secure its grand object. Amen. 
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OH THE BBSmBBCnOK OF CHRIST. 

Tin. L SEBJiOS xm. 

Otboc, wfaoK sole aod g^oriow |»enigatiie 
it isy OBtnf erililBl loprodiioe good! lo 
Ae wnUk €f wmmlo pmite dice, aod the 
pervefw intentiooft of buukis to pmnote tby 
glorioos aad graeioos porpoKs ; we now desire, 
with oor whole hearts, to adore thee, far thai 
magaififeiit iUostratioB of this importaat and 
coomlatorj tratfay whidi has been giTen ns in 
ike re$mrrectum of our Messed Lord and Master. 
Adored fSnr ever be thy name. Almighty and 
eternal God ! that when ike Leader amd Fimit k er 
of our faith was, by wicked kamU, crmcified amd 
HlaiUy thou didst raise him from the grave, and 
|dace him for ever at ihime oarn rigkl kamdj and 
thus aflbrd to the whole human race, a pattern 
and a pledge of thy future gracious intentions 
towards aU mankind A$ in Adam all die, jo m 
Ckrist skallaU be made alive. Father of mercies, 
God of all consolation, God and Faiker of oar 
Lord Jems ChriU / how can we, in any adequate 
manner, extol and magnify that grace, by which 
we are thus begotten to the lively hope of an tn- 
herilance incorruptible ^ undefUed, and thatfadeih 
wd away. How can we sufficiently rejoice in the 
fitial flcKtriiction of the lagt enemy y death, and the 
hurt: pn;»|iect llial in tliU8 afforded to all, who, by 
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patient continuance in well doing, are seeking for 
glory, honour, and immortality, of the possession 
of eternal life ! 

As our pure and holy Master was raised from 
the sleep of a natural death, may we now use our 
utmost diligence to raise ourselves from the spi- 
ritual death of sin. In order todothis, may wefrc- 
quently meditate upon the character and precepts 
of our blessed Lord. May we never forget his plain 
and repeated declarations, that unles^s we obeyed 
his commandments, it would be to no purpose to 
call ourselves his disciples. May his resolute 
perseverance in the path of duty, his habitual 
self-denial, his full acquiescence in all thy divine 
appointments; his meek and patient endurance 
of all the insults and injuries which were heaped 
upon him ; his unwearied attention to the im- 
provement and comfort of all with whom he had 
any intercourse ; the candid and tender allow- , 
ances which he made for the mistakes and pre- 
judices of his disciples : may all these excel- 
lencies, which cannot but engage our esteem and 
admiration, be, as closely as possible, imitated 
by us. 

May we especially, at all times, consider the 
important character which he sustained, and the 
divine commission and authority under which he, 
at aJl times, acted. May we recognise him as 
the Messiah, who had been so long promised to 
the Jewish people ; as that illustrious and divine 
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prophet, whom, by a voice from heaven, thoa 
didst proclaim to be thy well-beloved Son. Hear 
ye him, was the command then solemnly pro- 
mulgated ; and that we may, in the most un- 
limited manner obey it, ia our most devout and 
earnest supplicatioD. 

Blessed be thy name, that we have such abund- 
ant and satisfactory proofs of that divine authority 
with which the Prophet of Nazareth was invested. 
Particularly we praise thee, that, by the resta-- 
rection of Jesus frrnn the dead, Christianity is 
placed upon a rock, against which the gates of 
hell shall never be able to prevail. 

Thus, O heavenly Father ! thou art reconciUng 
the world unto thyself by Jesus Christ. By Him 
the standard of grace has been erected, and all 
peoples, nationa and tongues, invited to come 
unto it. God of all grace ! may thine impartial 
goodness make such deep impressions upon us, 
that we may live to thy glory, growing daily 
dead unto sin, and alive tmto holiness. We ask 
it as the disciples of Him, who, though lie was 
dead, now lives for overmore. Amen. 



ON PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

VOL. I. SERMON XIV. 

O THOU God of ordinances, by whose wise 
and gracious appointment the Sabbath koi 
made for man! we pray that we may never I 
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insensible of the value of this means of grace, 
or chargeable with a wilful aod general neglect 
of it. We see that it is the manner of some to 
neglect the assembling of themselves together, for 
the pious, and truly profitable exercises of pub- 
lic worship ; and so practically refuse, in this 
way, to give thee the kotwur due unto thy name. 
Our prayer, O Lord ! for such persons is, that 
they may become so sensible of the folly, ingra- 
titude, and danger of this neglect, that llicy 
may alter their conduct iu future. May they, in 
this, as well as in all other instances of trans- 
gression, forsake their sins, and, by thine infinite 
grace, as manifested in the gospel of Christ 
Jesus, become monuments of thy pardoning love. 
May they show their sincerity, by the persevering 
purity and consistency of their future lives. May 
their light shine steadily, before all that know 
them. May they be planted in thy courts, and 
bring forth, in rich abundance, the fruits of piety 
and holiness. 

As we are convinced that public tcorship is a 
positive duty, and an important privilege, may 
our behaviour never be at variance witli such 
convictions! May we feel a sacred pleasure 
when tlie exiiortation — Let us go up to the house 
of the Lord, sounds in our ears. May we be 
deeply aifected with the honour which, on every 
return of the Sabbath, is conferred upon us. May 
we eater thy publip courts with reverence, but 
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iiot with superstition. With simplicity and godly 
, tincerity may we draw near unto thee. With 
. real humility and contrition, may we confess our 
l^transgreesions. May it not be a slight and tran- 
sient, but a deep and hearty sorrow, that we feel 
for our offences ; and may we never satisfy our- 
selves with the mere confession of our sins, 
but bear it in mind, that if we do not actually 
forsake them, our formal, verbal confessions will 
only aggravate our guilt. The hope of the 
hypocrite must perish ; and thy word has assur- 
ed us, that if we draw near unto thee with a lie 
tn our right hand, thou wilt not hear us. 

When, as a part of the solemnities of public 
worship, we hear portions of thy word read to us, 
may we listen with docility and reverence, to 
all that we hear. May we thus prove that. In 
this instance, we are willing to receive the lata 
from thy mouth. Here, we cannot avoid, if we 
pay any reasonable attention to what is read, 
forming some just notions of thee, the great 
Creator and Lord of all ; of the relations in which 
thou hast been pleased to place thyself towards 
us ; and the duties and obligations which, in 
consequence of those relations, we owe unto thee. 
May the impressions which must, in some degree, 
be thus made upon us, have their proper effect ; 
and thus, by the services of thine house oo the 
Sabbath, may we be stimulated to a faithful 
discharge of our duties through the remainder of 
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the week. May reverence, confidence, gratitude, 
and veneratidn towards thee, the bkssed and th^ 
only potentate, the i^overeign, the father, the be- 
ne&ctor, and the judge of all mankind, be, in 
^very scene dnd circumstadce of life> the govern- 
ing principlcbs of our conduct 

As in a truly devout lind lipright attendance} 
on the sdlemnities of public \4*orship, we may 
hdmbly hope for thy blessing ; may we suffer no 
little impediments to keep us from thy courts. 
May we be able experimentally tose^--^^^ Blessed 
is the man^ O Lordy tohot^ thou ' choosest, and 
causest to approach unto tkee, that he may dweU 
in thy courts. A day in thy sanctuaty is better 
than a thousand!^ spent in merely worldly occupa- 
tions. May this divine temper, which is the 
true dignity and the highest happiness of man, 
if it be not already ours, be speedily obtained by 
Us. May we Un)e the gates of Sion below, that we 
may be fitted for an entrance into the palaces of 
Sion above. We ask it, as the disciples of him 
who is gone to prepare mansions in the heavenly 
house for all his faithfiil followers. Amen. 
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ON THE FEAE OF GOD. 

, VOL, I. SBRHON XV. 

Inconceivably glorious and adorable Lord 
God Almighty! Great object of /ear, venera^ 
tioD, and love ! With the profoundest reverence 
would we, at all times, draw near unto thee. 
Thou art clothed with strength and majesty. 
All thy designs are wise and merciful. Justice 
and judgment are cootinually before thee. 
Righteousness and truth ace the pillars of thy 
throne throughout all generatious. All thy ways 
are perfect. Thy providence is at once sovereign 
aud impartial. It reaches to all times, and it 
comprehends £^d notices all persoris and events. 
The highest archangel, and the smallest insect, 
are equally the creatures of thy power, and the 
objects of thy notice and regard. Nothiug is too 
greai for thine omnipotence to goveru, nothing i^ 
too imignificaHt for thy love to provide for. Thine 
eyes, O Lord.' are upon Oie ways of men, and 
their hearts are fashioned, and the bounds of 
their habitations are fixed by thee. Thoa exe- 

L cutest rigfUeousness and judgment in the earth. 
If we do not fear thee, O thou most holy aud 
most high God! whom shall we fear or reverence? 
The clouds are the dust of thy feet. Thimjliest 
upon the wings of the wind. The elements of 
nature are all thy workmanship. Thou ridest in 
L . 
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every whirlwind, and thou directest every Btorm. 
The universe is full of thee. From the loftiest 
lull of prosperity thou canst cast down, and from 
the deepest pit of adversity thou canst raise up. 
Those that work righteousness, and trust in thee, 
must always be safe. Thou coverest thy people 
with thy feathers, and deliverest them, wheo it 
is best that they should be delivered, from the 
most perilous situations. 

May these convictions of the nature of thy 
perfections, and of that paternal, just, and uncon- 
troulable providence which thou art constantly 
exercising, so sink into our hearts as to become 
the broad and durable foundatioa of that holy 
fear of thee, which is both the beginning and the 
completion of true wisdom. 

May we walk in thy fear all the day long. 
We know that a practical recognition of thy 
right in us and over us, is our best preservative 
from sin ; and the most powerful motive to every 
act of duty and obedience. May wc cherish this 
divine, and holy principle of action, by every 
means in our power; and amidst all the changes 
and temptations of life, keep our eye fixed upon 
thine approbation, as the only thing which caD 
secure to us solid and piermanent felicity. 

We cannot but feel that we are frequently 

sinners : many breaches of thy holy and righteous 

commandments are justly chargeable upon us. 

Our only hope of pardon rests upon thine ador- 
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able compassion and grace. That there is for- 
giveness with titee, that thmi mayest be feared, 
is the grand consolation of our spirits. The 
plain, unequivocal declaration of our master's 
gospel, that, if we confess and forsake our sins, 
thou art so faithful to thy pronaises, that thou wilt 
forgive us our sins ; and cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness. 

O thou, whom no artifice can deceive! maj 
such an habitual sense of thy divine presence be 
so rooted within us, as to keep us in the strait 
narrow path of piety and duty. In every season 
of temptation, may the language of Joseph be 
ours — How can I do this great wickedness and 
gin against God? OLord! thou art the judge 
^f all actions, and the searcher of all hearts. 
Help us, we beseech thee, so to act, at alt times, 
that we may be approved by thee ; if this be our 
happy condition, we need not be concerned what 
any of our fellow-creatures may think or say of 
us. If thou, O Lord! be^or us, we may bid fare- 
well to every apprehension ; none can, with any 
effect, be against us. We offer every prayer as 
the disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by 
him we ascribe unto thee, the universal God and 
Father, never-ceasing praises. Amen. 
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ON HARVEST. 

VOL. i. SJBRMON XVl. 

Most glorious and adorable Jehovah! Creator 
of the heavens and the earth, and of all the beings 
with which they are peopled. We now call 
upon our souls^ and upon all that is within us, 
to celebrate thy praise. Year afler year, thou 
art supporting alb things, and showing that the 
lapse of ages can, in no respect, diminish the 
beauty, or impair the vigor of thy works. T%e 
heavens declare thy glory ^ and the earth bears 
witness to the energy and stability of that ancient 
and venerable declaration, that while the earth 
remaineth^ seed time and harvest^ cold and heaty 
summer and winter^ day and nighty shall not 
cease. 

We, O thou creator and preserver of men ! are 
in diiSerent stages of our earthly journey, but 
every jstep w^hich we have trodden, and every 
observation we have , made, have confirmed our 
convictions of the faithfulness ^ as well as the 
power and goodness of our God. Thou art not 
a man that thou shouldest lie, or a son of man 
that thou shouldest change any of thy purposes. 
We are witnesses that, in the frame of nature;, 
all things remain as they were from the begins 
ning. Every year thou renewest the face of the 
earth. The various seasons^ with uninterrupted 
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regaiarity, follow each other, aod at the season 
of harvest, all thy munificence is poured forth. 
The storehouse of heavenly bounty is thrown 
wide open, and the storehouses of earth are filled 
with its various and abundant produce. Year 
after year, this scene of divine liberality ia re- 
peated. The eyes of all wait upon thee, and 
thou givest them their food in its season. Thou 
openest thine hand, and satisjiest the desire of 
every living creature. O Lord I thou art good 
unto all, and thine inexhaustible mercy is over 
all thy works. Summer and winter, seed time 
and harvest, proclaim thy veracity, and declare 
thee, to all generations, to be a covenant-keeping 
God. 

Assist us, we pray thee, O our King and our 
God ! in turning to a moral and religious use, 
these common, but important appointments of 
thy providence. In the spring of life may we 
treasure up as much knowledge as we can, and 
in the summer and autumn of our days, may we 
discharge with honour, integrity, kindness, and 
diligence, the various and active duties of those 
seasons; and, if our days are extended into what 
may be termed the winter of this probationaiy 
state, may our hoary heads not be disgraced by 
peevishness or sin. If pain and sorrow should 
be our lot, may we bear them with patience and 
resignation, viewing them as coming from thee, 
and knowing that, in a little time, we miu< 
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arrive at that state^ in which the weary are at 
rest. . 

May we often think of that awful season of 
final account, which oiir blesscfd Lord has com- 
paired to an earthly Jmrvest. , Hqw truly deplo- 
rable must be the conditioa of suc^ as, upoa a 
review of life, are . obliged to exdaim, .77b 
harvea is past, the summer, is end^dy and top 
'Otre not saved! GiraciouB and noeroiful Father! 
have compassion on* .such, unhappy, creatures. 
Evw if it b* the elevetsth houry may, they enter 
th6 vineyard of repentance, and of^edience, and 
find pardon and peace. . . 

May we; O heavenly Parent ! so conduct our- 
selves, and improve the means ^of graice with 
which we are favoured, that we may contem- 
plate, with tranquillity and hope,, the approach of 
that solemn harvest which is to . terminate this 
irtateof trial. In simplicity and godly sincerity 
may we have eur canversoHanin <to. our seed 
time upon earth, that, at the great harvest of 
heaven, we may be considered as good grain, 
and be admitted into the gamer of eternal life. 
We ask it as the disciples of thy well-beloved 
IBon> Christ JesuSi Amen. 



136 Prayers for the Firsf Volume of Sermons. 



PRAYER FOR MODERATION. 



VOL.1. SERMON XVII. 

O THOU who art the Anthor of our existence ! 
who hast given us all the passioks of our nature, 
apd placed us in circumstances in which those 
passions are called into exercise; assist us, we 
pray thee, in controuling all their excesses, and 
maintaining them, in that due subordination, to 
the laws of reason and piety, which will so 
raaterially increase our present comfort, and so 
pertainly promote our Jitture welfare. 

We find, by cvperience, that whenever we 
suffer that self-government which is so essential 
to virtue and peace, to be relaxed and broken ; 
we immediately become, more or less, miserable. 
Self-reproach and bitter remorse follow us, and 
make every hour of reflection a torment instead 
of a comfort. Though honest self-examination 
becomes, every hour, more and more necessary, 
yet we have not resolution to encounter it. The 
courage of unsullied innocence is for ever gone. 
Our only refuge from despair is the hope that, 
being renewed by repentance, we may become, 
upon the terms prescribed in the gospel of Jesus, 
the objects of thy pardoning and restoring grace. 

As we cannot but be aware, how greatly the 
peace and virtue of society depend, npon the 
just and moderate manner, id which all its mem- 
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bcrs treat each other, may we observe towards all 
with whom we have any intercourse, that golden 
rule of onr Masters gospel, to do unto others 
as we would wish to be done unto. In all cases, 
the liberty which we take, may we cheerfully 
and conscientiously give. We often need great 
allowances ourselves ; may we be disposed to 
make great allowances for the habits, and even 
the prejudices of others. May as impartial 
a moderation as we can possibly exercise, be 
the invariable principle upon which we act. 
In all cases, may a regard to thine honour and • 
approbation be our Jirst and highest motive, and 
our second, the observation of the royal law 
according to the Scriptures, to love our neigh~ 
hours as ourselves. 

O thou, who art the great Lord of conscience ! 
and the only infallible Judge of the motives by 
which we are actuated ! grant us, we beseech 
thee, in all our religions enquiries, a spirit of 
integrity and tnoderation. As, in these cases, 
we bow to no buman authority, and call no tnati 
master on earth, may we never even wish to 
impose our notions upon any of our fellow-crea- 
tures. To us, it does not belong to assume 
any such dominion, and in us, it must be pe- 
culiarly inconsistent and offensive; positivity 
and intolerance are at war not only with modera- 
tion and love, but also with humility, justice, 
piety, and every Christian sentiment and duty. 



L 



d 



^ 



138 Prayers for the Fimt Volumt of Sermons. 

By this moderate and lovely spirit, O tbou 
most righteous and merciful God ! may we be 
kept humble, gratefid, and obedient. Teach us, 
O Lord ! the constant necessity of unremitting 
watchfulness. While we pray, as, we trust, we 
sincerely do, for the increasing influence uf can- 
dour and peace, may our own conduct never be 
at variance, either with our professions, or our 
prayers. May we always set the example of 
what we recommend to others. While we do 
not, by an unnecessary abstinence, refuse to 
partake of the common and innocent amuse- 
ments of life, may we be extremely careful not 
to plunge into the follies and vices of a licentious 
age. Calling ourselves the followers of a super- 
latively holy Master, may we be holy tn all man- 
ner of conversation. Thus it is, that we now 
presume to draw nigh unto thee, the Fountain 
of holiness ; and as his disciples, to ascribe uOto 
thee, glory and honour for ever. Amen. 



ON EARLY RELIGION. 

VOL. I. SBRHON XVIII. 

O THOU universal Parent ! whose ears are, 
'at all times, open to the supplications of thy 
children, and who hast been pleased to declare, 
tliat the devotions of the young are peculiarly 
acceptable unto thee, permit us, at this time, 
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in a more especial manner, to implore thy bless- 
ing upon the rising generation. 

May all pious and affectionate parents have 
the pleasure of witnessing the improvement of 
their children in knowledge, purity and real 
goodness. May the lessons which experience 
and piety have imparted, so sink into their 
hearts, as, by thy blessing, to produce fixed 
habits of holiness and virtue. May they early 
learn to distinguish between good and evil : to 
repress all impure desires, and to cherish such 
thoughts and inclinations as may render them 
happy in themselves, just and kind to all about 
them, and acceptable unto thee, their heavenly 
Father. 

Convinced ourselves, that the fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom, may we make 
it the frst object of our instructions to impress 
a similar conviction on the minds of our ofTspring. 
May we frequently, and impressively, represent 
to them the danger and deformity of vice, and 
the security and beauty of virtue. Well aware 
of the deceitfulness of sin, may we spare no pains 
to explain that deceitfulness to those who are 
just stepping into life, and who are so likely, I:^ 
the passions of their own nature, and the es- 
amples of so many of their fellow travellers, to 
be led astray. 

May we take all prudent measures, to inform 
the young of the real nature of the ganerality of 
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w liuman pursuits. May we be able to conviuce 
I tliem, that the possession of large portions of 
I mere earthly good, will secure neither their 
kffi'rfue nor their peace. That suppose them to 
l-b^come ever so rich and powerful in the cstinaa- 
1. tion of men ; they may be the objects of thy 
\ righteous displeasure ; and at the close of this 
^ijBtate of tripJ, monuments of thy just abhorrence 
Bi«f iniquity. 

m-' May our own behaviour add weight to all 
I our precepts. While we caution the young 
t .against a conduct which reason and revelation 
L iioth expressly condemn, may they not see us 
kgrowiug old in the practice of those very things 
liiagainst which our cautions to them are directed, 
r While our lips are exhorting them against the 
■•slavery of passion and appetite, may our lives 
Laot prove that we are the victims of this dc- 
^ grading bondage. O thou, to whom not only 
our actions, but alt our motives, are naked and 
open! pardon, we most humbly beseech thee, 
every past instance of inconsistency, ingratitude, 
and iniquity, with which we have been charge- 
able ; and so increase our perceptions of the 
wickedness and danger of our conduct, that we 
may repent of our transgressions, and, in future, 
forsake them. 

May we always so represent religion to the 
young mind, that it may see nothing austere 
or repulsive in it. On the contrary, may thejr 
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be fully satisfied that all her ways are irayn 
nf pleasantness, aiid all her paths, paths of peace. 
May the sublime and beautiful descriptions of 
this divine wisdom, which are to be found in thy 
holy word, s>o delight and impress the young 
imagination, that taste may become the ally of 
piety and devotion. 

May (he young remember, that life is extremely 
precarious ; and that if they neglect the acquisi- 
tion of this divine wisdom in the morning of 
their days, they have no right to reckon upon the 
continuance of a life so unfavourably begun. 
May we all frequently recollect the Apostolic 
remark, that life is a vapour which continuelh 
for a little while, and then vanisheth away ; and 
so think of it, as to grow in the practice of every 
good work, so that life may be virtue, and death 
peace. Hear us, we beseech thee, as the dis- 
ciples of Christ Jesus. Amen. 



ON AFFLICTION. 

VOL. I. SBRMON XIX.; AND VOL. IIL SERMON IV. 

Great and gracious God! by whose wise, 
righteous, and merciful Providence we are placed 
in a world in which, in a greater or less degree, 
pain and sorrow are the lot of all thy creatures ; 
we bow witli reverence to this sovereign appoint- 
ment, and humbly pray for that divine support, 
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which may, in all our afHictions, be sufficient for 
m. We dare not call in question, either the 
wisdom or the goodness, which have lixed upon 
auch a state as this to train up such creatures as 
ve are, for another, and a nobler existence. We 
are persuaded that It must be the best, because it 
has been chosen by thee, who art wise in heart, 
I flmd wonderful in counsel; to whom all the pos- 
' uble consequences of things are known ; and 
whose UQControulable power, will ensure the 
execution of all thy wise and benevolent pur- 
poses. Under the influence, we trust, of these 
just, and scriptural notions, we pray not so much 
to be delivered from trials and afflictions, as to 
Ik enabled to bear and improve them. May we 
not tliink 80 much of the rod, as of him who ap- 
fioints it. May we check every discontented 
Aought, and every murmuring expression. We 
Tare sure of this, that thou, O Lord! the Judge of 
J'Iftc whole earth, wilt do that, and that only, which 
pM right. No unjust or unnecessary sufferings 
will be made the lot of any of thy creatures. In 
our most sorrowful circumstances, may this dutiful 
-and pious language not only fall from our lips, 
bat be the true and upright feeling of our hearts. 
/ teas dvmb, I opened not my month because tbov 
didst it. We are well aware, Almighty and 
mogC merciful Parent ! that uninterrupted pro- 
sperity never was, and never can be the portion 
of man, in this state of probation ; nor does the 
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promise of aa exemptiou from afflictions make a 
part of that new and better covenant under wliich, 
as tbe disciplea of Jesus, we are now placed. 
Of this divine covenant, not earthly but heavenly 
blessings are the distinguishing properties. Con- 
tentment and resignation, serenity and compo- 
sure of mind : peace of conscience. A delightful, 
soul -refreshing communion with thee, our all* 
powerful and unchangeable friend ; frequent and 
fervent aspirations after heavenly things, and a 
firm, consoling hope, that when the earth and all 
its trying scenes have passed away, there are 
mansions of rest and glory into which, neither 
sin nor sorrow can penetrate. These, O Lord ! 
are a few of the privileges and hopes of that 
blessed covenant which, by thy appointment, 
Jesus of Nazareth lived to publish ; died to rati- 
fy; and was raised from the dead, to carry into 
effect. This blessed and immutable covenant is 
all our salvation, and all our desire. May our 
faith in it never be shaken. May our obedience 
to its preoepts be durable as our lives ; and in 
the serious, but not terrifying moments of ^^o- 
lution, may its immortal hopes, be the support 
of our sinking spirits. 

Hitherto, O thou Preserver, as well as Crea- 
tor of our frame ! none of the afflictions to which 
we have been exposed, liave been too hard far 
118. In every trial, thy supporting grace has 
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been manifested ; and we remain to the present 
(Jay, monuments of sovereign power and love. 

We entreat thee, O heavenly Father! to for- 
j^ve us ; that our former afflictions have not been 
more properly improved. May a dae considera- 
tion of their nature and intention, lead us to a 
better conduct in future. May we become more 
humble : more thankful, when we lose some of 
our comforts for those which are Icfl : more pa- 
 dent and tranquil; more weaned from earth, 
and better prepared for heaven. We ask all, as 

^the disciples of a. once steering, but now Iriuni' 

\,;phant Saviour. Amen. 

14 • 
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VOL. 1. SEBMON XX. 



Most glorious, righteous, benevolent, and 
almighty Jehovah! Our time, and all the 
talents, and abilities we possess, have been com- 
municated by thee ; and for the continuance of 
all, or any of our blesainge, we are entirely de- 
pendent on thy good pleasure. That we are 
now alive, we know, but whether that will be 
the case to-morrow, we are utterly ignorant. Of 
thepas/, history gives us a few glimpses of in- 
formation ; of the presetxt, we see and know a 
little i Wi futurity is all a blank. We know not 
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what a day may bring forth. Blessed be thy 
dame, however, this ignorance is an advantage 
to us. We know that all our times are in thy 
handi ; and it is impossible that tfaey can be in 
wiser or better hands. The thought, that thou 
wilt watch over, and. take care of us, is fitted to 
give us the strongest consolation. At no time, 
O thou alUpervading Spirit ! can we be out of 
thy sight ; at no. time, if possible, may we be 
ibrgetftil of that solemn truths 

Reason and revelation inform us, that for 
every thing there is a season, and a time/or every 
purpose under heaven. Every day, as it pastes, 
has its proper and necessary duties. Every stage 
of life has habits and manners most suitable to 
it. Diligence and discretion, we know, are 
always of great importatiise to the due and useful 
discharge of those duties which we all owe to 
tibee, our present preserver, and our future 
judge; to our fellow*creatures, and to ourselves. 
We know that, by a faithful discharge of these 
sacred obligations, we are to insure, not only 
thy present favour, but thy future approbation. 
O thou parent of eternity! may we always re- 
member, that the greatest purpose for whidh time 
is bestowed upon us is, that, by a proper use of 
'it, we should work out our own salvation. 

O thou, who seest and knowest all things! we 
would ;nofo, as in thine immediate preisence, ask 
ourselves what we have done with all the time 
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with wliich we have been indulged. Day after 
day, and year after year, liave already passed 
away. The means of grace have been commu- 
nicated. We have had tine upon line, andpre- 
eept upon precept. Gracious God ! what has 
been the result of all this ? Has it appeared to 
ourselves, or others, that we have profited in any 
considerable degree ? Can wc appeal to thee, as 
a witness of the sincerity of our wishes for holi- 
ness, and of the earnestness and perseverance 
with which we have laboured to attain it? Have 
we watched with severity over ourselves, while 
we have made every candid and christian allow- 
ance for the mistakes and faults of others? Have 
the name and honour of our Lord and master 
been, at all times, dear unto us? Have we loved 
to meditate upon his precepts? Has it been the 
warm, honest desire of our hearts, to copy his 
pure and perfect example ? Can we, by faith in 
his Gospel, contetnplate the approach of death 
with composure, and say with the holy apostle, 
Tons, to live is Christ, and to die is gain? 

Most merciful Father ! whatever we have done 
hitherto, from this time may we live to the 
noblest purposes. Is there still a great deal to 
be done, and very little time left to do it in ; may 
the solemn thought rouse us to double diligence 
iu future. If possible, may not another moment 
be lost. Amidst all the cares and avoeatifHis of 
time, may the supreme importance o( eternity be 
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constantly in our view. May wc live aa seeing 
that state, which is now invi$ible; and do oqt 
utmost, as faithful disciples of Jc»U6, to prepvo 
ourselves for it. By Him, aa the Captain of 
salvation, we ascribe unto thee, as the Ood 
both of time and eternity, nevcr-^ding pranes. 
Amen. 

ON HUMAN MOBTALrTY. 

VOL. 1. SERMON XXI. 

AryMioHTY and eternal God! Great Arbiter 
of life and death ! By whose sovereign appoint- 
ment the time in vchieb we shall be born, and 
the time in which we shall die, are both deter- 
mined ; with an hnmbling, but not, wc trust, 
with a complaining s^se of our mortality, we 
now bow ourselves at the foot of thy throne. 
With boly reverence would we contemplate 
thine unchangeable and eternal doration, and 
ifontrast with It our own fleeting and little span 
of etistence. Thou, O Lord ! art the same yes- 
terday, to-day, and foe ever. Our days, at the 
longest, are soon numbered and finished. Here 
we have none of us a continviuy city. We come 
fofth like flowers, and are cut dawn ; Kefiee also 
a9 shadows, and quickly pass away. 

When tke ravages of death, by being made in 
the circle of our friends and acquaintances, more 
particnlarly attract our notice, and especially if 
l2 



I 



m 



148 Prayers for the First Volume of Sermons. 

some beloved child or dear relative is laid in The 
grave, our hearts aink wilhiu us, and we arc 
ready to cry out, in the gloomy language of the 
Psalmist, Lord, why Itast thou made alt men 
in vain? 

Forgive us, O thou who knowest our frame ! 
these tits of peevishness and discontent. We 
know that they are unjust to thee, and greatly 
detrimental to ourselves. Assist us, we pray 
thee, in recalling to our minds those powerful 
and consolatory arguments which reason and 
religion have to offer iu all such cases. We see 
that this world is intended only for a temporary 
abode, and that life, which is short in its longest 
duration, is frequently rendered shorter by acci- 
dent or disease. In no case, however, are we 
permitted to conclude, that any creature, and 
especially such a creature as man, can be made 
in vain. Thy wisdom, thy power, and thy good- 
ness, are all directly opposed to such a conclu- 
sion, and our humble prayer is, that our faith in 
the clear and solemn declarations of thy word, 
may support us in every trial, and enable us 
to rise superior to every bereaving dispensation. 

Instead of giving way to fruitless and unavail- 
ing sorrow, may we remember the duties, both 
active and passive, which we have still to per- 
form ; and in whatever part of our journey we 
now are, may we do our utmost to perform them 
well. Satisfied that a good life is the only pre- 
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paratioa for a safe and happy deaths whatever 
our hands Jind to do in the path of duty, may we 
do it with our mighty and without any delay. 

Sensible that it is a very important part of our 
duty to recommend religion to all about us by 
the example we set, both in doing and suffering, 
may we act with vigour, justice, and benevo-_ 
lence, and when it becomes our turn to sfwffer^ 
may we bear with patience and resignation ; 
thus, letting our light shine before mtjn, may we 
do what in us lies to glorify thee, our Father, 
who art in heaven ! May our whole behaviour 
bear witness, that, above every thing else, we 
are seeking thy future hingdomj and the righte^ 
ousness which will prepare us for it. 

* Adored for ever be thy name, God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! for those hi^ hopes, 
for those glorious and immortal prospects which 
are opened to us in the Qospel. With the cer- 
tainty of such ah existence as is ther^ assured 
to us, we can exuUingly say, Man is not made 
in vain ! There is another state of being : there 
is a life beyond the grave, the reality of which is 
confirmed to us, by the resurrection of dur Lord 
himself. He is thus become the first fruits of 
them who sleep, and upon the faith of a multitude 
of clear declarations, we believe, that if we follow 
him here, we shall reign with him hereafter. 'By 
Him, we ascribe to thee, OGod our Saviour, 
eternal honours. Amen. 



PRAYERS 

50R THE SECOND VOLUME OF SERMONS, 

^:. OUSPOSITIONS FOH DEVOTIONAL EXERCISES, 
VOL. II. SERMON I. 

O THOU who art the great object of religious 
worship ; and b; whom the human heart is so 
formed, as naturally to refer itEclf to some in- 
visible fountain of power and hope, we now bow 
ourselves at the foot of thy throne, and with 
gratitude, humility, and reverence, call upon Uiy 
sacred and venerable name. We are fully sen- 
sible how entirely we depend upon thee for life 
and breath, and all things. We are, in every 
respect, the workmanship of thine hands. Our 
powers, both of body and mind, are communicated 
and preserved by thee, and we esteem it the 
highest privilege of our nature, that we are per- 
mitted to hold an intercourse with thee, our 
father and our God. 

Wo would now address thee as the great 
hearer and amwerer of prayer. May the temper 
of our minds be such, as to render our devotioBs 
acceptable unto thee, and profitable luito oar- 
scWea. 

We trust tliat, in simpUctty and goUly sincerity, 
we are now approaching Uice in that mw oMd 
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living way, which is plainly revealed to us in the 
Gospel of thy well-beloved Son. We have re- 
ceived the law from him. His precepts we re- 
ceive as the rule by which, upon all occasions, 
we arQ to walk. His pure and perfect example, 
we pray, may have such an influence upon us, 
that we may walk in his divine footsteps, and 
thus experimentally know what it is, to have 
Christ in us tfie liope vf glory. 

When, in company with our fellow Christians, 
wo go to the house of our religious solemnities, 
may it be with a sincere and ardent wish, that 
the great ends of public worship may be truly 
and effectually answered. May we consider it > 
as » solemn appearance before an heart-searching 
and sin-hating God. That our great object is 
to hear what, in the course of his Providence, 
and by the mouth of his servants, God is then 
saying to us. Help us, we beseech thee, O thou 
God of ordinances ! to attend seriously and closely 
to every part of the service. Every part of it may 
have a voice to us. May we attend with deep 
solemnity to the prayers which are ofTered, tliat 
we may add our hearty Amen to their general 
substance, and be more particularly affected with 
such passages in them as may be most suitable to 
ourselves. If possible, may we never suffer our 
thoughts to wander from the solemn work in 
which we are then engaged. Shall Qod speak, 
and shall man refu:>e to listen 1 O thou who canst 
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not be deceived, and who will not bo mocked, 
pardon us, we beseech ihee, if we have ever been 
in the number of such careless and criminal wor- 
shippers. May the guilt and danger of such 
conduct effectually prevent its repetition. To 
those portions of thy word, which are, fironi time 
to time, read in thine house, may we listen with 
peculiar attention. Many a precious promise, 
many a suitable caution, many an important in- 
struction, we may expect to have, as it were, 
directly addressed, in a most impressive way, to 
ourselves. May we honestly desire to know and 
to practise our rchole duty. Lord! may we be 
willing to hear and to obey all thy command- 
ments. May we feel that we have no right to 
make any limitations or exceptions. All thy 
commandments arc pure and perfect. May all 
oursteps be guided by these divine counsels, and, 
by an obedience as complete as our circumstances 
here permit, may we be (ittedfor an entrance into 
that blessed abode, where we shall hear thy 
voice with inexpressible delight, and where, with 
eternal Hallelujahs, wc shall celebrate ihy love, 
and draw as near as [wssiblc to that river of 
pleasure which jloivs at thy ri<jht, hand. Amen. 
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FOR PATIENCE. 



VOL. II. SERMON U. 

Ma» is born to trouble, as the sparks jly 
upwards. Thus, O thou righteous and sovereign 
disposer of nil things! \vc find it written in thy 
sacred book ; and thus we sec it has been, in all 
ages and nations ; none have been exempt from 
this general law of mortality. The complaints 
of many a pious suiTerer ate upou record ; and 
while they powerfully claim our pity, by the piety 
and resignation with which ihey are mingled, 
they read us the most striking lessons of patience 
and acquiescence. 

One eminent victim of thy bereaving dispen- 
sations, has been at all times conspicuously pointed 
out, as an example of patience and piety united. 
He who, when he was stripped of all his pos- 
sessions, and deprived, at a single stroke, of all 
hia children, could calmly exclaim, TTie Lord 
gave, and the Lord hath taken away, blessed be 
the name of the Lord, is, indeed, an example to 
be admired and imitated. It is far more easy to 
do the one than the other : but our humble and 
hearty prayer is, that, in painful circumstances, 
the b^aviour of this truly heroic, and pious 
sufferer may be ours. Like him, may we mag- 
nanimously ask, Shall we receive good at the hand 
o/'theLord, and shall we not receive evil also? 
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As oae means of our possessing this holy tran- 1 

(juiDity in the dark day of adversity, may our 
prosperity be sanctilied as that of holy Job's was. 
May a faithful discharge of every just and bene- 

ITolent duty distinguish us in the bright sunshine 
of liealth and comfort. Then, as wc have op- 
portunity, may we go about doing good to all 
within our reach ; feeding the hungry, clothing 
the naked, instructing the ignorant, and endea- 
vouringto restore the backsliding, and the vicious 
to the path of repentance and reformation. 

May our patience be renewed and strengthened, 
by frequent rejections on the various imper- 
fections and sins with which the best of us are 
» chargeable. Well may we ask, when sickness 

and sorrow are our portion, Wherefore shouUl a 
living man complain, a man for the punishment 
qfhissins? Lord, we cannot but be sensible that 
wc are all sinners, and lliat it is only in conse- 
quence of thy rich grace, as manifested in the 
Gospel of thy well-beloved Son, that our cor- 
rections and punishments, arc so Jew and so tight 
as they arc. Thou art dealing with us, not 
according to our deserts, but according to thine 
own infinite compassion and love. We arc 
moDumcDts not of thy wrath, but of tby mercy. 
Let patience, we beseech thee, take full pos- 
session of our hearts, and have its perfect work 
in us. May we be more and more convinced, 
that it is only i/ iieed be that wv are in hmvinat. 
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that thou never layest upon an]y of thy creatures 
an unnecessary suffering, and that out tifflictionSy 
which, alter all, are both light and nwmentary, 
will, if it be not our own fault, viork out for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
By patience, we know that every present bu&t- 
iog will be lightened, and every future hope in- 
creased. By patience we shall best imitate the 
character of him, whose name it is our highest 
honour to bear, and who, pure and spotlees as he 
was in himself, was a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted witli grief. Lord, we cannot, we dare 
not murmur that we are, in some degree, to take 
up tlie cross, and to follow our Master. O make 
us truly thankful, that to us his cross 19 so easy, 
and his burden so light. May humility and 
patience be so increased in us, by every fresh 
trial, that wc may be fitted for an entrance into 
that blessed abode where all further trials shall 
be unneccBsary. Am^n. 



ON ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 

vol.. II. SERMON III. 

O THOU inexhaustible and unchangeable 
Source of perfection and felicity ! from whom 
Cometh down every good and perfect gifl, how 
can we, thy poor dependent creatures, sufficiently 
admire that condescension and grace, which not 
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only permits, but encourages us to acquaint our- 
selves with thee. Lord ! we liave no language 
which can express our sense of the favour which 
is thus bestowed upon us ; but we most devoutly 
pray, that we may so avail ourselves of it, that it 
may prove the means of fitting us for eternal life. 

May we, by the acquaintance which, hy prayer 
and meditation, we thus form with thee, acquire 
such views of the purity and holiness of thy nature, 
as to be fully convinced, that if we indulfje 
ourselves in v:Hful and persevering iniquity, it 
is in vain for us to hope for thy favour. Thati 
art oj" purer eyes than to behold iniquity; thou 
canst not look upon sin, but with abhorrence. 
May we, therefore, ablior and forsalce every false 
way. May our hearts be so penetrated with 
a sense of thy forbearance and compassion, that 
we may renounce all our evil actions and habits, 
and, in the exevcist' of true and unfeigned re- 
pentance, seek for that divine forgiveness which 
can alone secure to us peace and salvation. 

Adored for ever be thy Name, O thou our 
Creator and our God ! that, in the gospel of the 
blessed and holy Jesus, we are called upon to 
contemplate thee, as our tender Father, our 
bountijvl BcBcfactor, our never-failing Friend. 
What holy hope, what rich consolation, arc such 
views of thee as these, calculated to inspire! 
With almighty power to hdp, of what shall we 
be afraid ? With unerring wisdom to direct, 
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how can we go wrong i With boundless benefi- 
cence to supply all our wants^ how can we 
be destitute of any thing which h really good 
for us ? Bless the Lardy our souls^ and all that 
is within uSj magn^y his holy name ! In thy fear, 
O God ! we will go forth to every duty ; under 
an awful but not distressing sense of the notice 
thou art taking of us, we will resist every temp- 
tation ; in fakh and patience, we will resign our- 
selves ajid all our concerns to thj disposal, satis- 
fied that thou wilt always do tor us that which 
h fittest and best. 

Thus, O our heavenly Pather ! may we ac^ 
quaint ourselves with thee, and acquire that truly 
devout and humble spirit, which will fit us for 
whatever condition of life thou mayest see fit 
to appoint to us. We know, by experience, that 
all conditions of life have both their snares and 
trials ; we are convinced that nothing but a con- 
stant reference to thy notice of us, can keep us 
in the path of duty and peace ; without this, 
both trials and tempations will, frequently, prove 
too hard for u^s. Assist us, therefore, we pray 
^ thee, in acquiring this truly religious and moral 
fortitude. May we never forget, that if we do 
not forsake thee, thou wilt not forsake us, but 
wilt cause all things to work together for our real 
and eternal welfare. 

As far as we have already thus acquainted 
ourselves with thee^ we ascribe glory unto thee 
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for it; not tmio us, O Lord! not unto ns, but 
unto thy name be all the praise. All that we 
are, and all that we hare, come entirely from 
thee. Whatever we may already have attained, 
we well know that there is a great deal yet to be 
done ; we arc still fer from the fulness of the 
gtahtre of perfect men in Christ Jesus. Gracious 
God .' help us to approximate nearer to it. Our 
duty and our interest urge us on. Life is short, 
and eternity is fast approaching. May we be 
found practically in Christ, and so be completely 
fitted for our great change ; wc humbly ask it as 
his disciples, and by Him wc ascribe unto thee, 
O Fatiier ! glory and honour for ever. Amen. 



ON THE CHARACTER OF PAUL. 

VOL. 11. SEKMON IV. 



O THOO most wise and adorable Creator! 
who hast made us capable of the most powerful 
impressions from the history and conduct of oar 
feflow-creatnres, we pray, that wc may be so 
influenced by the piety and virtue of such as 
have been eminently good in their day and ge- 
neration, as to follow them in evei-y good word 
and work. May the glorious example of thy 
distinguished and holy servant, Paul of Tarsus, 
make a deep and lasting impression upon us. 
 May we he followers of Him, as lie was of Christ 
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Jesus. Like hira, may we be ready to sacrifice 
every thing to the cause of tnith und gtiodness. 
May our education-principles, and our deepest 
rooted prejudices, all be given up, whenever 
they appear to us to be contrary to the doctrines 
of that sacred Volume in which are laid up all 
those treasures of wisdom and knowledge, which 
are connected with eternal life. 

May no prospect of worldly advantage induce 
us, in any degree, to disguise our real sentiments, 
or to deny what, upon a careful examination, 
appears to us to be a clear doctrine of the Gospel. 
May we always bear in mind the declaration 
of our great Lord and Master, that he who loveth 
father or mother, or any earthly connection or 
object, more than Christ, is not worthy of him. 
However painful, therefore, any sacrifices may 
be, which truth and duty demand from us, may 
they be cheerfully made, rather than mahe ship- 
wreck of faith, and a good conscience. 

When we think we are in possession of any 
important and scriptural truth, may we feel a 
warm desire to communicate it to all within our 
reach. Being enlightened ourselves, may we 
laboar to enlighten others, as was enDinently the 
case with thy holy servant Paul. No danger 
appeared to hira toojhrmidable to be encountered, 
in spreading the Gospel of his beloved Master. 
Though be had once been a furious persecutor, 
yet, when he was cotwerted, no one was a more 
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faithful and zealous preacher of Jesus than he 
was. He did not coutU eveii his life dear wUo 
him, but exposed himself to the greatest dangers, 
that he might testify, both to Jews and Gentiles, 
the riches of th; grace in Christ. He shunned 
not to declare the whole of thy counsel. He kept 
back nothing that was profitable unto his fellow 

I men. In season, and out of season, he laboured 

for Iheir good. In the public assemblies, and in | 

his visits to private houses, he kept the same I 

great object in view. Repentance towards God, 1 

and faith in the Lord Jesus ; the necessity of | 

real personal holiness, and the certainty of a I 

future state of retribution : these were the basis ] 

of every exhortation, and the plain, practical \ 

arguments by which every duty was enforced. J 

Well, O Lord ! might such a man as this say, | 

be ye imitators of me. j 

O thou God of all grace ! who hast furnished ] 

us with such powerful motives and examples ; \ 

grant, we beseech thee, that they may not all \ 

be lost upon us. Whatever may have been our ) 

conduct hitherto, from this time may we awake \ 

' to righteousness, ami sin not. May a divine am- . J 
bition animate our minds, and lead us on from 
one degree of holiness to another, till we are, in 

some happy degree, fit for tlie heavenly inheri- j 

tance. May wo be followers of such as, through I 

faith and patience, wilt inherit the promisef, and ' 

ft especially, may we be faithful followers of the | 
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great Apostle and kigk-priest of our profession, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom we ascribe unto 
thee, ki» Father and our Father, his Ood and 
our God, never-cetising praises. Amen. 



PROGKBSSrVE RELIGION. 

VOL. n. SERMON V. 

Most glorious and adorable Lord God Al- 
mighty! The heavens and the earth, and all 
their inhabitants, are thine. Angels and men 
are equally thy workmanship, and equally de- 
pendent upon thee for life and breath, and all 
things. Thou art the God both of time and 
eternity ; and it is thy high perogative, to order 
all things according to that perfect wisdom and 
goodness of which thoti art the eternal, and un- 
changeable source. 

It has pleased thee to make thy creature man 
capable of high moral attainments, and thou hast 
placed him, in this preparatory state, in circum- 
stances which are fitted to call into exercise all 
his powers and propensities ; and form him to a 
capacity for those sublime and holy employments 
and delights which are proposed to us in the 
gospel of thy well-beloved Son, as the grand 
objects of our pursuit and reward. Gracious and 
a moat merciful Father ! grant, we beseech thee, 
I' that these all-important objects may never be 

L___ 
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forgotten or neglected by us. May we faithfully 
avail ourselves of every motive which reason, 
experience, and revelation furnish, to induce Ufi 
to become as perfect as possible in every Christian 
grace and virtue. Forgetting the things which 
are behind, may we press on, with a divine am- 
bition, to such as are still before us. May we 
not suffer either the riches, the honours, or the 
pleasures of this world, to hide from us the in- 
finitely superior glories and advantages of the 
world to come. May our virtuous fortitude be 
Confirmed by a resolute opposition to the tempta- 
tions to which we are constantly exposed. May 
habitual piety be the result of those convictions 
which we cannot avoid having, of thy unfailing 
providential care of us, and of all thy creatures. 
May a perseverance in meditation, prayer, and 
watchfulness form in us such habits of self- 
denial, and real, practical holiness, that we may 
be able to overcome the world, and set an edify- 
ing example of active, and passive goodness, to 
all with whom we are acquainted. 

While we thus pray that such assistance, an 
thou seest to be necessary and proper, raay be 
bestowed upon os; we cannot but be sensible, O 
thou searcher of all hearts, how feeble and irre- 
gular our efforts, in times past, have often been. 
What, O Lord ! are the attainments which even 
the best of us have made, compared with what 
they might and ought to have been. We ac- 
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knowledge our criminal negligence, and we 
would now resolve and promise that, in future, 
we will act in a more worthy and consistent 
manner. Strengthen, O God! we pray thee, 
t>ur pious resolutions, and be with us in the dis- 
<;harge of every future duty. 
: May the glorious prize of our high catting, 
which is laid up with thee, in Christ Jesus, liave 
its natural effect upon our hearts. May it lead 
us from strength to strength, in our Christian 
course. May we think nothing done to any good 
purpose, while so much remains yet unperformed. 
Hast thou' promised, greatest and best of Beings ! 
to reward our imperfect and unworthy services 
with ETERNAi:. LIFE, and shall such a promise 
have no influence upon us ? Forbid it. Father, of 
mercies, and God of all consolation ! May the 
magnitude of the gift not stagger our faith. In 
the contemplation of it, may we look,^not to our- 
selves, but to thee. May we consider not our 
deserts, but the power, veracity, and grace of 
Him that has promised. Thus every hope will 
be confirmed. We shall not despair of the ful- 
filment of the noblest promises ; weak in our- 
selves, we shall feel that in Jehovah there is 
strength and salvation. In thy light, O our 
heavenly Father! we shall walk on to the realms 
of eternal day. We cast ourselves upon thy rich 
grace, and as the disciples of Jesus, ascribe every 
thing unto thee. Amen. 

m2 
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ON THE QUESTION, WHERE ART THOU? 

VOL. II. SERMON VI. 

Almiqhty and all-seeing God ! We are 
coDtiDually in thy presence : hy day and by 
night, at home and abroad, in solitude and in 
society, all our thoughts, words, and actions, are 
open to thine inspection. In no place can we be 
secreted from thy notice ; at no time can we be 
concealed from thee. Lord ! thou hast searched 
us and known us. TTiou knowest our down ait- 
ting and our uprising; thou understandest our 
thoughts from afar. Thou surroundest our path, 
and our bed, and foreseest all our ways. Before 
our Kords are uttered, (hou, O Lord, knowest all 
that toe shall say. Wliither can we go from thy 
spirit ? whither can tee flee from thy presence ? 
Jfwe ascend into heaven, thou art there: if we 
make our bed in the grave, to.' thou art there 
also. If we could take the wings of tite morning, 
and fly to the uttermost parts of the earth ; even 
there thy hand would lead us, and thy right 
hand uphold us. If we should say, surely the 
darkness shall cover us, behold, the night shinetk 
like the day ; the darkness and the light are both 
alike unto thee. May these solemn convictions 
be ever present to our minds, and in all places 
and circumstances, may the question, Where 
asn I? be felt by each of our hearts. 
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In the daily and common employments of life, 
may we, frequently, put this short, but compre- 
hensive question to ourselves ; that we may be 
aware that thine eye is upon us, and that unless 
we are properly employed, we cannot expect tliy 
blessing. In that station of life in which thy 
providence has placed us, may it be our prevailing 
wieh and endeavour to abide with thee. While we 
aire diligent in business, may we be fervent in 
spirit i and have our secular and necessary la- 
bours sanctified by that truly devotional temper, 
which will keep us humble and vigilant ; and 
prevent us from unduly valuing any merely tem- 
poral object. 

When we are enjoying the blessings of thy 
providence, and partaking of the various good 
things with which our present abode is so richly 
furnished, may we guard against all intemper- 
ance and excess. May our tables never prove a 
snare to us. While we take, with gratitude, as 
much of the feast as will strengthen and do us 
good, may we, at all times, observe a manly, yea, 
a pious moderation ; remembering that, ag rea- 
sonable, and, especially, as religious characters, 
it is our indispensiblc duty that, whether we eat 
or drink, or whatsoever we do, we do all to thy 
glory.  

Surrounded as we arc by thy bounties, may 
we never indulge a morose or discontented tem- 
per. By a clicerfid spirit, may wc show, that we 
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show, that we arc not insensible of thy benefi- 
cence and love. As far as prudence and piety 
permit, may we take our share of the common 
pleaaures of life ; and consider that, in so doing, 
we are testifying both duty and gratitude to thee, 
our indulgent and merciful parent. 

Amidst all the empIoymentB and pleasures of 
the present Hfe, however, may we not forget 
that we are designed for an immortal existence 
beyond the grave. May we so hve, that we may 
always be prepared to die. Like our blessed 
Lord and Master, may we work while it is day. 
May it be, in a humble sense, at least, our meat 
and our drink to do thy kHI. This, we are 
plainly assured, is the only way in which we 
can answer the end of our creation, and become 
■fit for that immortality which is the grand hope 
set before us in the gospel of Jesus. May this 
glorious expectation, purify us from allfiUhiness 
ofJUfsh and spirit, and enable us to perfect holi- 
ness in thy /ear. Amen. 



PRAYER FOR VOTING PERSONS. 

VOL. II. SEIIMON VU. 

O Lord our God ! in every stage of life thou 
art our supporter and friend; and it is the no- 
blest privilege we possess, to be permitted to cast 
ourselves upon ihy protection and blessing. Now, 
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O our benevolent and adorable Parent! would 
we dedicate the morning of our days unto thee. 
By tbee, all our capacities and powers have been 
communicated ; and to thee^ our profoundest ve- 
neration, our constant obedience, and our warm- 
est love, ar^-all, in the most unlimited manner, 
<lue.' 

We now adore thee as the Creator and Pre- 
server of the heavens, and the earth, and all 
that dwell therein. In the whole frame of nature 
we trace thy perfections. 7%e heavens declare 
thy glory ^ and the earth shows forth thy handy- . 
work. The undeviating reguIarHy with which 
the laws of nature operate from age to age, k a 
glorious proof, not only of the wisdom by which 
they were oriiginally framed, but also of that pro- 
vidential energy and love, by which they are 
constantly preserved. 

We adore and praise thee also as our Creator 
and Preserver. By thee we are fearfully and 
wonderfully made. O may we never prostitute 
the noble powers with which we are furnished, 
in the degrading and destructive services and 
pursuits of iniquity. Thy providence^ has at- 
tended us from day to day ; through all the dan-^ 
gers of infancy and childhood we have been safely 
conducted. \ 

We have escaped the various accidents to 
which mortality is constantly liable; we have 
dwelt in perfect safety under the shadow of thy 
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wiflgs; and now, upon the altar of devotion, we 
would laj' an offering of gratitude and praise. 

Bless the Lord, O our souls, and all our in- 
tellectual and moral pow^s magnify his most holy 
name. Bless the Lord, O our souls, and forget 
not, if possible, any of his benefits. 

We adore thee, O God ! with our whole hearts, 
as the Father and Saviour of us, and of a// man- 
kind. Thou art unmindful of nothing which thou 
hast made. Thine eyes are in all places, behold- 
ing both the evil and the good. To thy benevo- 
lence every part of nature bears the most abun- 
dant testimony, and, adored for ever be thy grace, 
from the discoveries of revelation we learn, that 
what is, at present, painful to us, and which we 
consider as evil, is, in fact, only a modification 
of good ; that it is temporary in its duration, and 
that, when its salutary purposes are answered, it 
will for ever pass away. As thy great minister 
I, ia this glorious work, thou didst raise up, and 
«end into the world Jesus of Nazareth, thy well- 
^loved Son. Him thou didst authorize to pro- 
claim salvation to all mankind! and to propose 
to them those unalterable conditions, upon which 
alone it can be obtained by them. It is a plan 
pf rich and free grace. In thee it originates, by 
thee it will be finally completed, and to thee 
be all the glory ascribed for ever. 

Adored be thy name, O thou purest, as well 
as most powerful of beings ! thou art perniitting 
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us to call theo our Father. Our humble and fer- 
vent prayer is, that thou wouldet be the guide o^ 
our youth. To thy word may \vc look for direc- 
tion in all cases. To thy providence, iti the path 
of duty, may we, at alt times, cheerfully submit. 
May every additional year of life strengthen our 
virtuous resolutions and habits, and increase our 
confidence and hope in thee. By bringing forth 
the fruits of righteousness during the morning 
and the Tiooit of life, may we have the comfort- 
able hope, if we are spared to the evening of it, 
that we have not lived in vain, hut that, through 
thy mercy, as declared in thy glorious gospel, 
our life on earth will be succeeded by an eternal 
life in Heaven. Thus, O Lord! may we habi- 
tually remember thee, and then we are sure thou 
wilt never forget us. Amen. 



ON THE DIVINE PROTECTION. 

VOL. 11. SERMON V1]I. 

O THOU blessed and only potentate ! thine 
is the kingdom, the power and the glory. From 
everlasting to everlasting thou art Qod. Immu- 
tability, as well as every other perfection, be- 
longs unto thee. Heaven is thy throne, earth is 
thy footstool, and thou art the Creator and Pre- 
server of alt their inhabitants. 
We bless and extol thy name, O thou greatest, 
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wisest, and best of beings! for that righteous 
and wonderful providence which embraces all 
times, persons, and events; and we rejoice in 
the thought, that thou art, in a more especial 
manner, the keeper of such as fear thy name, and 
put their trust under the shadow nf thy wings. 
May we make it the chief desire of our hearts, 
and the constant endeavour of our lives, so to 
regulate our conduct, that we may be the objects 
of this special protection. In all the changes 
of life may w,e view thy hand, and bow to thy 
sovereign appointment. Jn the sunshine of, 
prosperity, may we walk with thee, and in the 
dark and stormy hours of adversity may we seek 
for shelter at the foot of thy throne. We do not 
pray to be taken out of the world, or exempted 
from those trials which arc common to all man- 
kind; but, we humbly beseech thee to enable us 
to bear them well. By an holy fear of thy dis- 
pleasure, may we overcome temptations to evil. 
By an ardent and lively hope of tliy favour, may 
we practise the most difficult duties! Always 
remembering the nature of real holiness, and the 
indispensible requisitions of the gospel of Jesus, 
may we add la our faith, fortitttde ; and to for- 
titude, knowledge; and to knowledge, tempe- 
rance ; aiirf to temperance., patience ; and to pa- 
tience, piety ; and to piety, brotherly kindness ; 
and to brotherly kindness, universal love. May 
these tilings, O thou Observer and Kceiier of thy 
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creatures ! not only be in us, but abound ; that 
so we may be fruitful and ornamental Christians. 
As far as we have already attained to that holy 
coiifidence in thee, ,and are convinced of thy 
gracious designs towards us, which thy whole 
treatment of us proves we ought constantly' to 
cherish, we render thee our most grateful ac- 
knowledgments. We bless thy name, that we 
have been led into such honourable and consoling 
views of thy character and government ; and we 
humbly pray, that our future behaviour may be 
such, as may influence others to adopt equally 
liberal and scriptural notions ; and so promote, 
in the most effectual manner, the great cause of 
human virtue and happiness. Thus, O thou 
God of grace and glory! may thy kingdom come^ 
and thy will be done on earth as it is done in 
heaven. 

Keep us, we humbly beseech thee, through all 
that remains of life. May we be anaaiom for 
nothing f but^ in every thing by prayer and sup- 
plication, making our requests knoum unto thee, 
leave ourselves, and all our connexions and con- 
cerns, in thy hands. 

Make us, we pray thee, religiously indifferent 
as to the time which, in this world, is to be 
allotted to us. It is sufficient for us to know that 
it will be determined by thee; Whether it be 
long or shorty may it be spent in thy JeoTy and 
concluded in thy favour. Thus far thou hast 
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H watched over us for good. Throug'h all the 

I changes of mortality tliou hast been our keeper j 

H , and in our laat and great change, when wo are 

I walking through the valley of death, and the gates 

 of the grave are closing upon us, be thou our keeper 
I Btill. We ask it, as the diaciplesof him, who by 

 thy apiwiiitment, is the conqueror of death, and 
the pledge and pattern of immortality. Amen. 



ON THE jVDVENT OF CHRIST. 

VOL. II. SERMON IX. 

Ar.MiOKTY and eternal God! who kcepcst in 
thine own hands the times and the seasons, and 
who determinest, with unerring wisdom, the 
proper moment for every event to take place, vie 
praise thee that, in the fulness of time, thou didst 
raise up, and send into the world, Jesus thy well- 
beloved Son. Thus, O God ! the predictions of 
ancient prophecy have been verified ; and those 
spiritual advantages which multitudes of thine 
ancient servants only gaw afar off, are enjoyed 
by us, who live in these comparatively latter days. 
May wo be sensible of our privileges, and careful 
to bring forth those fruits of holiness which will 
not onlyiit us for salvation ourselves; but, so 
adorn our profession, as to recommend it to all 
who are acquainted with us; and so ext£nd the 
kingdom of peace and rightcousuew amongst 
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mankind. May we never forget the character of 
Jeaiis ; or the true nature of that faith of which 
he was the leader and Jirasher. May we be suc- 
cessful in discovering what his doctrines really 
were ; and while we reject the corrupt additions 
of mistaken or dcsigniog men, tnEiy we lirmly 
adhere to whatever appears to us to be the truth 
as it is in Jesus: especially may wc, at all times, 
practise that pure and genuine morality, which 
is the soul and substance of his religion. He 
was pure and holy himself, and the grand object 
of his mission was to render all his followers 
pure, and holy also. 

Wc rejoice in the conviction, O most adorable 
Jehovah! that thou art continually the same, 
thou seest the end from the beginning. Thy 
comprehensive foreknowledge can never be de- 
ceived or mistaken ; thou knowest, with the 
utmost precision, when the fulness of time for 
every event is arrived ; and with thee, to Jaiow 
and to execute, are the same. Whatever Uiy 
consummate wisdom plans, thine Almighty power 
will carry into effect. All creatures in the 
universe are the workmanship of thy hands; 
and the instruments and agents of thy righteous 
and powerful administration. Whether willing 
or unwilling, they must execute thy purposes. 
When the time which thou hast appointed is 
come, thou sayest to them in a language wbicli 
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"it is impossible they should disobey, Go, or come, 
do this or that, and they do it. 

For a long seasoQ before it actually took place, 
thine inspired servants had foretold the Advent 
of Jesus. Thine ancient people the Jews, had 
long expected that descendant of Abraham, in 
whom all the nations of the earth were to be 
blessed ; and though they mistook his character, 
their faith rested, with full confidence, on the 
certainty of his appearance. Adored be thy name, 
O tliou God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ! their faith was not a vain expectatioD : 
the fulness of time was arrived; and Jesus of 
Nazareth, a moral and spiritual, though not a 
political Saviour, came forth. 

Our times also, O thou wise and gracious 
Dis|X)ser of all things! arc all in thy hands. 
Just when it is best upon the whole, the changes 
with respect to us take place. Health and sick- 
ness ; joy and sorrow ; success or disappointment ; 
all make up parts of that wise and merciful dis- 
cipline, by which thou art fitting thy penitent and 
obedient children, for a higher state of existence. 
Gracious Parent! may this end be fully answered 
in ua. May we now live to thy glory, and here- 
may we live with thee, and Christ Jesus 
for ever. Amen. 
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ON THE MESSAGE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST 

TO JESUS. 

VOL. It. SBRMON X. 

O THOU who art infinitely wise as well as 
infinitely powerful and good ! thou who knowest, 
in the hest manner^ the hearts, and all the cir- 
cumstances of thy creatures ; we desire jko thank 
thee for all thy dealings with mankind ; and 
especially, for the satisfactory evidence thou hast 
afforded us, that Jesus of Nazareth was, sVide^, 
what he professed himself to be, the long promised 
Messiah ; that descendant .of Abraham, in whom 
ail the noHons of the earth were to he blessed; that 
preacher of righteousness, by whom life and 
immortality have been brought to light. 
, We bless thy holy name, that we have no such 
difficulties to struggle with as. the pious Baptist 
had. That the evidence of the divine mission of 
Jesus, which, in moments of sorrow and de« 
spondency , appeared, perhaps, to him to be doubt- 
ful, is all daylight to us ; not a cloud rests upon 
it. We can i^ever be obliged to ask the question, 
Art thou he that should come; or do we look for 
another ? and as this is the case, may we see to 
it, that our conduct is correspondent with our 
convictions. Acknowledging Jesus to come from 
thee ; and calling him Master and Lord; ^lay it 
be the steady purpose of our hearts, and the 
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uniform endeavour of our lives, to imitate his 
example and obey all his commands. 

May we profitably meditate upon the character 
and situation of the Son of Zachariah. May we 
deny ourselves the gratification even of innocent 
desires and indulgences, when we have reason 
to think it will promote the great cause of virtue, 
piety, and human improvement. May the vari- 
ous temptations which abound in society not 
prove too hard for our integrity. May we have 
fortitude, not only to resist them ourselves, but, 
with prudence, to reprove them in others. By 
our example at least, may we show what Chris- 
tianity requires of its professors; and thus, while 
we endeavour to put to silence the objections of 
ignorant and vicious men, may we strengthen 
the faith both of ourselves and others ; increase 
the fruits of holiness, and advance thy glory in 
the earth. 

Remembering that our blessed Lord, as one 
proof of the divinity of his mission, observed, 
that the poor had the gospel preached unto them ; 
and also, that upon all occasions, he showed the 
kindest attention to this generally neglected part 
of mankind ; may we, as his followers, cmbmoe 
every opportunity of doing (hem good. May 
both their bodily and mental wants be consi- 
dered : and, as far as our power extends, be 
relieved by us. Particularly, may wo do all 
in our power to remove from them that ^o*»_ 
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ignorance which has been, at all times, and still 
is, to a degree of which we are little aware, their 
portion. To the younger ^part of them, espe- 
cially, may we communicate that instruction 
which, by thy blessing, may render them useful 
and virtuous here; and fit them for glory, honour, 
and immortality hereafter. 

Assist us, we humbly pray thee ! in discharging 
every act of piety and morality. While we re- 
joice unfeignedly in the hope set before us in the 
Gospel, may we never forget the conditions upon 
which our share' in the heavenly inheritance is 
suspended. By our works, may we prove the 
sincerity of our faith, and prepare ourselves for 
a state of constant improvement in purity and 
felicity. The longer we live, .the greater ad- 
vances may we make in the practical knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ : to thee, as his Father, 
cmd our Father, ^s his God, and our Ood^ we 
ascribe, as his disciples, all honour and glory, 
henceforth and for ever. Amen. 



ON CHRISTUN JOY. 

VOL. II. SERMON XI. 

O THOU in whose presence there is eternal 
felicity, and at whose right hand rivers of plea- 
sure ftow for ever! we give thee our sincere and 
humble thanks, that we have such numerous and 
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powerful reasons for joy as we have. We bless 
thee for those powers both of bodj and raimi, 
which, under the iufluence of reason and religion, 
are capable of yielding ua such high degrees of 
satisfaction. Thou hast made us for rational 
and moral pleasure, and thou hast furnished us 
with ample materials for its attaiDtnent. 

Iji the possession of large portions of earthly 
good, if it eliall please thee to favour us uit!» 
them, may our behaviour be such as to en- 
sure to us true, spiritual jey. May we con- 
sider prosperity as a sacred trust, which is 
committed to our management, and for the use 
of ivhich, we must render a particular and 
solemn account unto thee. The larger our pos- 
sessions, the more numerotis may we consider 
our duties to be. To whom much is given, of 
them will much be required. May we erafdoy 
cur prosperity in such a way, that we may reap 
from it true religious joy ; the pure, virtuous glad- 
ness of heart, which improperly joy in theJjord. 
In those dark hours of disappointment and 
a/Tliclion, through which, perhaps, it may seem 
fit unto thine unsearchable wisdom to conduct 
us, may neither faith nnr hope fail us. Per- 
suaded that thou art infinitely just and kind, 
may we even rejoice in infirmities and tribu- 
lations, and, by happy experience, find that they 
are fitting us, in the most effectual manner, for 
an eternal weight of glory. May we walk by 
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faith^ not by sights and refer ourselves, at all 
times, to thy disposal. Thine hand, indeed, is 
not an object of sight ; but thy providential care 
is always exerted in behalf of such as fear thy 
name J and endeavour, though with many imper- 
fections, to walk in the tcay of thy command^ 
ments. In this conviction, whatever be our out- 
ward circumstances, we will possess our souls 
in peace, and acquiesce, with habitual cheerful- 
ness, in all thy dealings with us. 

We unfbignedly bless thy holy name, that, 
under the influence of christian views and hopes, 
we can rejoice in the approaches of death and 
eternity. While to many of our fellow-travellers 
the close of life is an object of terror and dismay, 
while some are all their life^time subject to bondage 
through fear, of what they term the last enemy y 
we thank thee that we can contemplate its ap- 
proach with such different sensations : that we 
can view him, not as an enemy , but ^friend; not 
as the messenger of tcrath and destruction, but 
as an angel of peace, and an herald of eternal life. 

For these cheering and joyful views, O thou 
, God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! we 
are indebted t(T that gospel which has brought 
life and immortality to light, and which has 
plainly assured us, that thou art love, and that 
all thy dispensations have the eternal improve- 
ment and happiness of thy children for their great 
object. Glory and honour be unto thee, O hea- 

n2 
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venly Parent! for all th^ gifls unto mankind; 
and especially, for the unspeakable gift of thy 
well-beloved Son. We rejoice in Him as our 
Master and Guide; and by Hira, ascribe unto 
thee, glory and praise for ever. Atnea. 



ON THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM. 

VOL. II. SERMON XII. 

O THOU God of Abraham! who, in all ages, 
while thou hast tried the faith and patience, the 
loyalty and obedience of thy servants, liast prove* 
thyseh' a.faitli/'ul, as well as an omnipotent C 
we adore thy power and veracity ; and worship 
thee as the wise and uucontioidable Disposer of 
all events. Our times are all in thy hands, and 
it is matter of sincere joy and consolation to us, 
that they are so. While we commit our way 
unto thee; while our conscience tcstitics that, tit 
simplicity and godly sincerity, we are wishing 
and endeavouring to Jieep all ihy command- 
ments ; we can really Jtar no evil. Under the 
influence of such principles as these, we cannot 
go wrong. So far as we make thy will our law, 
we have nothing to fear. We are not, indeed, 
like thy servant Abraham, to ex(iect a voice from 
heaven to direct our steps; but, blessed lie thy 
name, we have that sacred J3ook, in which his 
history, and that of a multitude of other great 
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and good characters^ is recorded for our iostmc* 
tion and example. At the head of this glorious 
eloud of witn^BSseSy and eminently exalted above 
them all^ We behold Jesus^ , in whom it hath 
pleased thee^ that all fulness should dwells as not 
only the divinely authorised preacher,' but the 
pattern and pledge of immortality. In the re^ 
surrection of himy our elder brother^ we see 
a type of our own resurrection ; and for this, as 
well as for our existence, and every accom- 
panying blessing, we ascribe glory to thee, of 
fvhomy and ttrwTiom, and by whom are all things. 

Like Abraham, we are sometimes called out 
to the performance of duties^ the issue of which 
we cannot foresee. Indeed, in the whole journey 
of life, we know not ichat a day may bring forth. 
For this, however, we thank thee, as a most wise 
and gracious appointment, and we pray that it 
may lead us to a closer walk with^ and a more 
entire dependence on thee. 

May OUT faith and hope neither of them forsake 
lis. We know that it is entirely of thy mercy, 
that we have been thus long continued in exist- 
ence. We are well aware, that we have suffered 
much less th3.n our sins and follies have deserved ; 
we -yvopld, therefore, learn to bear, witJi religious 
patience and fortitude, that gracious and coT'^ 
reetive discipline j which thy wisdom and love 
are bestowing upon us. 

By a due consideration of all that we have 
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hitherto experienced, may our faith be so in- 
vigorated, that we may have a firm persuasion, 
that all things are trorkiiig togetlier for good. 
Under the influence of this faith, may we dismiss 
all doubts and fears, and go cheerfully on in the 
path of duty and obedience. 

We unl'eignedly thank thee, O heavenly Father! 
for those sure discoveries of life and immortality 
which have been made by Christ Jesus. We 
. rejoice, that though, in this state of trial, we 
know not what is before us, there is no uncer- 
tainty as to the result of a pious and virtuous life 
and conversation. In the path of holiness we 
knovy whither we are goin;^. iVhen our earthly 
house of this tabernacle is disaultcU, adored be 
thy name, we can look to a building of Gody., 
a house not made tiiih hands, eternal in the-i 
heavens. To this imniortiil house may we be 
finally brought, O thou God of power and grace ! 
for thine infinite mercy's sake in Christ Jesus. 



ON CONSCIENCE. 

VOL. II. SERMON XMI. 

O Tiioii all-seeing, and all-holy Lord God! 
Thou art the maker of the human frame, and 
from thee, none of our thoughts or motives can 
possibly be concealed. Thou requirest truth m 
the inward parts. Thou art the righteous Lord, 
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and thou lovest and rewardest all such as are the 
sincere friends and followers of truth and good* 
ness. Thou hast rendered us capable of distin- 
guishing betwixt good and evil ; and furnished 
us with an inward principle, which gives us 
pleasure, support, and hope when we do right, 
> and fills us with anguish, renaorse, and fear when 
we venture to transgress. To this upright and 
impartial monitor, we pray that we may listen at 
all times. We know that it will speak to us in 
plain, and honest language ; and that whenever 
we disobey its suggestions, pain and self-reproach 
must be our portion. May our conviction of this 
unavoidable consequence of opposing the dictates 
of conscience J keep us in the path of duty and 
virtue, and lead us to an habitual reverence of 
thee, our sovereign and judge; and a steady 
obedience to all thy commandments. 

Forgive, we beseech thee, O thou toho art of 
purer eyes than to behold iniquity ! every instance 
of folly and sin of which we have truly repented. 
Through the force of temptation ; the power of 
custom ; and a neglect of that watchfulness 
which we ought never to remit, we are sensible 
that, in many things, we have and do constantly 
offend. Incline us, O God ! to search and try 
our ways ; and strengthen in us that holy reso- 
lution, which may enable us to overcome and 
forsake every thing which impedes our progress 
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in IiolitieRs, and is inconsistent with the pro- 
fession and hopes of the real Christian. 

May we never venture, on any consideration, 
deliberately and wilfully to oppose the dictates 
and remonstrances of conscience, or induce us 
to think that it is a light and trifling matter 
60 to do. May we never forget the hardening 
nature of iniquity, or so presume upon thy mercy, 
as to sin because grace abounds. 

May we spare no pains to enlighten our con- 
sciences, by a close and impartial examination 
of those sacred writings, which, by thine all- 
wise and gracious providence, have been handed 
down to us, as the repositories of our faith, and 
the rule of Our hearts and lives. While we 
avoid a superstitiwis scrupulosity, may we not 
run into licentiousness. May we walk, as steadily 
as possible, in the strait and narrmc path of 
integrity, self-denial, and active benevolence; 
and so prove to ourselves, that we are not the 
slaves of vice and darkness; but the children of 
light, and the freemen of Jesus. Thus, having 
the testimony of our consciences, that in sim- 
plicity, and godly sincerity, we are having our 
conversation in the world, may we be conslantly 
making nearer approaches to the pure and per- 
fect standard of holiness which is exhibited in 
the character of our great Lord and Master. 

Miiy we be, more and more, sensible of thQ 
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true, dignity of our nature; and more and more 
careful to preserve and advance it. We desire 
to be thankful, that such a powerful principle as 
conscience makes a part of our frame. Assist us, 
we pray thee, so to act, that we may henceforth 
have its testimony in our favour. Increasing in 
piety and morality, as we advance in life, may 
we be growing, every day, more fit for that 
heavenly state, into which, we hope, through the 
riches of thy grace, finally to enter. We offer 
every petition, relying not upon our own good- 
ness, but upon thy rich and sovereign mercy, as 
proclaimed in the Gospel of the blessed Jesus. 
By Him, we ascribe unto thee, the Eather, glory 
Itnd praise for ever. Amen. 



ON THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN. 

VOL. 11. SERMON XIV. 

Most pure and holy Jehovah ! the wicked 
cannot be objects of thy favour; deliberate and 
wilful transgressors, cannot enjoy thine appro- 
bation, or dwell in the light of thy countenance. 
We cannot but approve of that law of thy righ- 
teous government, which has ordained that evil 
shall pursue sinners. We behold in it, that 
which is due to thine own character as a justj 
moral ruler ; the unchangeable patron of truth 
and holiness ; and also that which affords to us, 
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tbine accountable creatures, the most powerful 
motives to an upright and virtuous conduct. 

Maj vvB) so frequently and seriously, meditate 
upoD the aivful consequences of habitual iniquity, 
that we may be deterred from its commission. 
We read in thy word, that there is no peace 
to the wicked; and our own experience, when- 
ever we venture to disobey thy holy command- 
ments, confirms this declaration. May a lively 
recollection of the shame and year which have 
followed our transgressions, fill us with humility 
and caution; and, by thy blessing, and the na- 
tural tendency of such feelings, lead us to repent- 
ance and reformation. 

May we be particularly careful, that we do 
not allow any vice to obtain such a dominion 
over us as to become habitual. If we do, we 
' msy Wcome so enthralled by it, as to be like 

the Ethiopian, tcho cannot change his shin, or 
the leopard, which cannot get rid of his spots. 
Lord! we have been fully and faithfully warned 
of our danger. O grant that we may not con- 
tinue deaf to EO many instructions, and en- 
treaties. If thy terrors do not make us afraid, 
may thy love so operate upon the better principles 
of our nature, that we may forsake e\ cry false 

»way, break off every felltr of vice, and cast away 
from us every cofd of iniquity. 
May we never suppose that honour, integrity, .^^^ 
and affection, are to be foupd amongst hardenef^i^^H 
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and habitual sinners. It is contrary to the na- 
tural order and constitution of things, that it 
^Quld be so. Tbejse can only be expected in vir- 
.tuous and worthy characters, amongst such as 
fear thy name; and make conscience of observ-> 
ing and keeping all thy commandments. May it 
be our constant and pious resolution to choose 
such, and, as far as possible, only such, for our 
companions and friends. By them, all our good 
principles and habits will be strengthened and 
confirmed ; and our bad ones discountenanced, 
and diminished. Assist us, O Lord! we pray 
thee, in acting in this wise and virtuous manner. 
By this, and other proper means, may our love 
of sin, if we have unhappily been drawn aside 
by it, be completely subdued ; and our desire for 
the attaininent of real and substantial goodness, 
be rendered so strong as to withstand evei^ 
assaultj and overcome every temptation. 

We bless thy name, for that gracious a^d 
abundant encourao^ement which thou art afford- 
ing, even to great sinners, by repentance and re-- 
formation to return unto thee, and to forsake all 
their pernicious and destructive courses. O most 
merciful Father! may they listen to the language 
of thy love. May they be plucked like brands out 
of the burning. By sincere repentance ; by a 
vigorous faith; by unaffected piety and holiness ; 
m&y diey iniprove the day of grace into the day 
oi salvation. May we all attend to the things 
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which belong to our everlasting peace. May we 
call upon tiiee while thou art near ; break off our 
sins by righteousness ; and cultivate those holy 
and pious dispositions which wil! produce the 
'^ir and abundant fruits of truth and goodness. 
y^e ask it all, as the disciples of our holy Lord 
)and Master. Amen. 



' ON THE RESULT OF RIGHTEOITSNESS. 

VOL. II. SERMON XV. 

Ever great and blessed Jehovah \ whose 
lender mercicaare over all thy works; we adore 
thee as the great Fountain of power, truth, and 
love. We rejoice in that kind constitution of 
things which has connected happiness with holi~ 
ness, and rendered obedience to thy pure and 
righteous commandments, not only our first duty, 
but our highest interest. 

It is with humility and gratitude we confess, 
that the rewards thou hast promised to bestow 
upon thy creatures, are infinitely beyond our 
highest deserts : the broken and imperfect man- 
ner in which our best services are discharged, 
can never, without the allowances of thy com- 
passion, render us acceptable unto thee: but, for 
ever blessed be thy grace, thou art dealing with 
us, not according to our imperfections and sins, 
but according to the unchangeable ri«bes of thine 
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Essential, and unpurchased love. Because of this 
it IS; that we are spared from day to day ; that, 
ivhen our transgressions, wert thou strict to mark 
them, would call down punishment upon us ; 
thou art causing mercy to rejoice against judge- 
ment, and prolonging to us, the season of trial 
and repentance. 

To encourage our return to the path of duty 
and peace, when we have unhappily forsaken it, 
thy word abounds with a multitude of grei^t anci 
precious promises. To the righteous, we are 
assured, good shall be repayed. Our transgres- 
sions, if we forsake them; wiir be remembered 
no more ; we shall have grace to support in every 
time of need /and all things shall work together 
for good, to such as fear ami love thee. 

All this, blessed, O Lord, for ever, be thy holy 
and glorious name ! we have seen incontestably 
and abundantly proved in the history and expe- 
rience of thy servants in all ages. In the greatest 
difficulties thy providence has appeared for them ; 
as their day, so has their strength been; and, if 
their trials have been sharp and numerous, their 
supports have been equal to them all. They 
learned, in patience to possess their souls, and 
found, by happy experience, that they were able 
to overcome every difficulty^ and triumph over 
every enemy. 

Blessed, O heavenly Father! be thy name, 
that in thus contemplating the magnificent re- 
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ward which thou hast promised to the feeble 
efforts of human goodness, we are not limited to 
the present briefeind transitory state of existence. 
We can extend our views into a properly eternal 
world. We can look to mansions of glory, which 
a Saviour is now preparing for us. When all 
the trials of this preparatory state are for ever 
over, we can contemplate an admission iuto a 
city that hath foundations, whose builder and 
■nmker is thyself. There every instance of pain 
and self-denial, to which we have been subjected, 
shall be most gloriously recompensed. Every 
expectation shall be more than satisHed. Every 
hope fulfilled. Every mind illuminated with thy 
presence, and every bosom filled with a rapture 
of which, at present, we can form neither esti- 
mate nor conception. 

May these divine anticipations so operate upon 
our minds, that, whatever we may have done 
heretofore, Me may, from this time, set our su- 
preme affection: "ot on earthly, but on heavenly 
objects. May it be our first wish and desire to 
live to thy glory ; to separate ourselves from every 
thing which would impede our progress in real 
virtue, and unfit us for an entrance into those 
abodes of purity and peace where, in the light of 
thy countenance, we shall see that divine light 
with which no darkness can ever be mingled. 
We ask it as the disciples of Him, who, by thy 
appointment and authority, was the light of the 
itoild. Amen. 
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ON RELIGIOUS GRATITUDE. 

t 

VOL. II. SERMON XVI. 

Most gracious and merciful God and Father ! 
every day calls upon us to adore thy goodness, 
and to ask, what toe shall render unto thee for all 
the benefits we are constantly receiving from thee. 
Thou art truly the Fatlier of lights and of mercies ^ 
from whom cometh down every goody and every 
perfect gift. Unchangeable in all thy perfections, 
thou art the same yesterday , to-day^ and for ever. 
Thou doest good continually, and by the opera- 
tions of thine all-comprehenciing providence, art 
supplying the wants of all thy creatures. Day 
unto dayy O heavenly Parent ! utters this speech ; 
and nigM unto night proclaimeth this knowledge^ 
that thy tender mercies are over all the works of 
thine hands. The earthy O Lord ! is filled with; 
manifestations of thy love. As a Father pitieth 
his children^ so, O Jehovah ! thou tenderly pitiest 
those that fear and love thee. Thou knowest oar 
frame y thou constantly rememberest that we are 
dust. Our days are as the grass y the windpasseih 
over uSy and, like flowers of the field we perish ; 
but thy merciful goodness endureth for ever. 
Thou dealest not with us according to our sins, 
nor visitest, with any unnecessary punishment, 
our transgressions. As high as the heavens are 
above the earthy so great is thy mercy to such as 
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fear thy vame: eisfar as- the cast isfroTa the west, 
so far does thy compassion remove from the 
penitent, their iniquities. 

Willi such abundant reasons for gratitude and 
love, how ought we to be ashamed of the coklness 
of our hearts, and the dcadness of our affections, 
as to spirittml and dirine things. O thou who 
art acquainted with every motive upon which we 
act! from whom, not a single thoiifjhl can be 
concealed, pardon, we beseech thee, our past 
ueglio;ence, and ingratitude, and incline us, in 
future, to a more worth_jand consistent behaviour. 
May we be so humbled hy a sense of our un- 
worthiness, that from this time we may feel 
onr obligations, and endeavour to show that it 
is thesi/prenw' and ^orerm'n^ desire of our hearts, 
to live to thy glory. 

Where, and what should we have been, O thou 
Fountain of all good! but for thy favour: the 
streams of thy divine mercy have watered all our 
path. Infancy and childhood have been pro- 
tected and supplied by thee ; nor, adored be thy 
iTaine, have our riper years been forgotten. We 
are all, at this moment, monuments of thy pre- 
serving and bestowing favour. In sickness and 
in health, we have been kept under the shadoic of 
thy tcings. None of the changes or accidents of 
life, have been permitted to become fatal to us. 
Various sources of good have been opened to us> 
in the progress of our days. We Lave all been 
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furnished, in a greater or a less degree, with the 
means of improvement and haf^iness. Lordj 
what shall we, what can we render unto thee^ 
for all thy benefits ! 

Especially, God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! how can we show our gratitude unto thee 
for him, and for the innumerable blessings which; 
by'hisGK)spel, have been been bestowed upon us. 
We know there is but one way in which this can 
be done. May we have piety and resolution 
Plough, by a conformity to dll thy commapd- 
ments, to show that we not only understand the 
true nature of religion, but that we are willing 
to take its yoke upon us. We bless thy name,' that 
it is so light y and so honourable ; and we pray, as 
the disciples of Jesus, we may bear it openly^ 
cheerfully, and consistently, to the end of our lives. 
Amen. 



AGAINST ANGER. 

VOL. II. SERMON XVlI. 

. Most merciful, holy, and righteous Lord Go<]( 
Almighty! it is thy. sole prerogative to judge of 
the heesrts and motives of mankidd. Thou only 
art abley and therefore, thou only hast a right to 
do this. May the serious and solemn conviction, 
that the inmost recesses of our souls are all naked 
and open unto thee, be kept continually in our 
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vie%v. May it operate as a constant check upon 
all our passions and desires. May it guard us 
f^^inst all irregular and inordinate indulgences. 
While it is an encouraging consideration, in 
t,Many cases, that thou knowest our frame, and 
f teraemberest (hat \ve arc but dust, may we find 
I it to be a salutary caution in others. What thou 
knowest ug to be capable of doing, ttiat tliou 
[■flaayestjKsf^y require at our hands. May we also 
I keep in our memory, at all times, this reasonable 
and righteous rule of action, and endeavour to 
Mgulate by it, our whole conduct. May we be 
particularly on our guard against the sallies of 
pride and passion. These are amongst the 
greatest enemies of human virtue and peace ; and 
are utterly inconsistent with that humble and 
l(mly estimation <^ ourselves which, on ever; 
account, we ought to feel in thy presence. Be- 
fore thee, O thou Supreme Majesty of heaven and 
earth, thou inconceivably glorious, adorable, and 
sovereign Lord of all ! may every lofty thought be 
humbled, and every proud imagination prostrated 
in the dust. Considering with what lenity and 
forbearance we are continually, notwithstanding 
all our unworthiness, treated by thee, may we 
exercise a spirit {^forbearance and peace in all 
our intercoai'se with mankind. May we not 
easily take offence, nor be ready to impute base 
and uHKi^lhy motives to any with whom we have 
any ihiDg to do. Majr the law o/lme rale in onr 
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hearts; and the language of truth, iinpartiaUty, 
and moderation, always drop from our hps. 

Eveu ID caEcs wliere we know that evil is 
intended, or has actually been done unto us; 
may we never give way to any malicious or vin~ 
tUctive feelings. May we recollect that ven- 
geanee belongs not to us, but to thee. Wliile, 
therefore, we take such steps as prudence re- 
quires, to defend ourselves from violence and 
injustice, may we show that we indulge no 
malevolence of temper towards such as have in- 
sulted or wronged us. As much as possible, 
may we eradicate from our minds every rancor- 
ous feeling. May we accept the slightest apology 
from those who have injured us, and embrace, 
with cheerfulness, the earliest opportunky vX/br- 
giving, and being reconciled to them. 

When unha{)pily this christian temper forsakes 
us, and we find, as to our shame and sorrow we 
toot^endo, thatanger and resentment Me getting 
the mastery over us, may we seize the iirst mo- 
laeat of rejection to rescue ourselves from the 
temporary madness, and to recal those senti- 
ments of reason and piety, of which we ought 
never to lose sight. Hear, O thou God of righ- 
teouaness and peace I these our earnest, supplica- 
tie«8; and help us, at aJi times, to govern tmr 
spirits, ai*d to do unto others as we can honestly 
BJid fairly wish they .should do unto us. If we 
are augrif, may we sin not, itor suffer the sun 
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to go down upon our wrath. May all bitterness 
and wrath, and anger and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be removed from us, tcilh all malice 
and ill'XciU. May we be kind one to another, 
tenderly affectioned, freely forgiving each other, 
as thou, O our gracious and heavenly Father! 
art, in Christ Jesus, freely forgiving us. Amen. 



ON SYMPATHY. 

VOL. 11. SERMON XVllI. 

Father of lights and of mercies! God of all 
grace and consolation ! thou hast placed us in 
the midst of society, and so formed our minds, 
that we cannot be wholly unaffected by the cir- 
cumstances of our fellow-creatures. More or 
less, our own welfare is connected with those 
about us. Their joys and their sorrows have an 
interest beyond themselves. Their successes and 
their disappointments are often interwoven with 
ours, and thus we are powerfully impelled to 
rejoice icith them that rejoice, and to weep with 
them that weep. 

That divine religion which, by thy appoint- 
ment, Jesus, thy well-beloved Son, preached to 
our world, is eminently social and benevolent. 
It expressly teaches us, tliat we are to look, not 
on our own concerns and interests only, but m 
the concents and interests of others. That we ere 



Prayers /or tlie Second Volume of Serpnons. 197 

to live, not merely for oar own welfare, but for 
the welfare apd advantage of as many of our 
companions as may. be profited by our labours, 
or wrought upon by our example. May this 
generous and' beneficent tendency of the Gospel 
be fully understood, and constantly remembered 
by us. .. May it lead us to a close and (hous 
observation of all that' is passing around us. 
May it render us greatly useful in our day and 
generation ; give us a sublime, an ardent, a truly 
liberal and comprehensive charity. May it free 
our minds from all debasing and narrow pre- 
judices, and dispose us to do good, as we have 
opportunity, to all and to any who may^ be 
assisted by. our efibrts. 

Thou art the God of Truth, and thou justly 
requirest truth in the hearts of those who wish 
to be accepted of thee. May this also be deeply 
impressed upon our minds, and guard us from 
all insincerity in the expression of our sympathy. 
Whether, we rejoice with such as rejoice, or 
weep with those who weep, may the language 
we use be a just, unexaggerated expression of 
those sentiments, either of joy or sorrow, which 
we profess to feel. 

In congratulating suph ast have been favoured 
with larger or smaller degrees of prosperity, may 
we take care that no envy mixes itself with our 
compliments: that we do not grudge the suc- 
cess which we profess to be glad of, or indulge 
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any feelings of discontent, if our own lot has not 
been, as we may think, equally fortunate. May 
we always recollect who il is that has made ris 
to differ; and bow, with cheerful resignation, 
to those lawg of thy providence, by which the 
bounds of our hahitatiom are fixed, and our lot 
in life determined in the wisest and best man- 
ner. Assist us, O heavenly Father! wc pray 
thee, whether we rejoice with the joyful, or 
mourn with the sorrowful, in leading both the 
one and the otimr, to see thy hand in all that 
befalls them. May our words, upon all Eucb 
occasions, be words of picf^ as well as sympathy. 
Wo know that prosperity hag many Bpiritual 
dangers connected with it, and we humbly and 
earnestly pray, that wc and our friends may not 
be overcome by them. May the number and 
magnitude of thy gifts not hide thee, the munifi- 
cent Giver, from us. 

When we visit the house of mourning, may 
wc never inhumanly insult and triumph over 
those with whom vte affect to sympathise. May 
wc neither aggravate their sorrows, aor encourage 
them in any reflections on that wisdom and good- 
ness, vi'hich sees fit, by pain and differing, to 
wean them from earth, and prepare them for 
heaven. We ask every blessing for ourselves 
and others, as the discij^es of a once-eufferin^, 
but now triumphant "SiOMioViV. Amen. 
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ON RELIGIOUS HETIBEMENT. ^ 

VOL. II. SERMON XIX. 

O THOU who fillest all space with thy'*i 
sence, and, whether we are in the crowded city, 
or the lone desert, nrt equally a witness to alt 
that we Bay or do, it is, al all times, our pri- 
vilege and happiness to draw nigh unto thee. 

We find, by experience, that amidst the hurry 
and tumult of the world, oiir devotional feelings 
are too often sadly impeded. We forget our 
noblest and highest destination. We lose sight 
of thy presence and inspection. The importauce 
of eternity disappears, and we iniud not heavenly, 
but earthly things. It must be our own fault, 
however, if wc thus continue to live as without 
thee in the world. Forgive us, we pray thee, that 
we have done this so much already, and grant 
that, in time to come, wc may pursue a wiser 
and better course. If we have it in our power 
to do it, may we frequently retire from the toils, 
and common avocations of life, for the express 
purpose of refreshing our moral powers, and cul- 
tivating that holy intercourse with spiritual and 
divine things, which is the highest prerogative of 
oar nature; and which will, in the most direct 
manner, lead us unto thee. 

Blessed be thy name, O most gracious Father! 
we know that it is by no means necessary that 
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we should retreat from the discharge of active 
duty, in order to become truly pious ; or that 
we should retire into solitude, to render ourselves 
most acceptable unto thee. In whatever place or 
circumstances we are, while in the way of duty, 
we may hold communion, both with our own 
hearts, and with thee, our Father and our God- 
In the calm moments of retirement, however, we 
can do this, in the most profitable manner. When 
every object that we behold is fitted to tran- 
quilize our minds, when the lovely scenery of 
nature fills us with a pure and peaceiiil delight: 
when the heavens and the earth, with all their 
(leauty and magnificence, proclaim, in silent but 
expressive eloquence, thy power, wisdom, and love, 
then, O Lord ! we can feel how good it is to 
draw near unto thee, and, while we become fully 
sensible of our own insignificance, adore that 
grace which condescends to interest itself in all 
our concerns. 

Because we have thus tasted that thou art 
gracious, and already had some experience of 
the soothing Joy wliich results from thus me- 
ditating upon thy perfections and thy provi- 
dence, we wish, again and again, to renew the 
divine delight. Permitus, heavenly Parent! thus 
to acqttaint ourselves with thee. May our beha- 
viour in society be such, as to render the rejec- 
tions of solitude delightful. Sanctify to us, we 
beseech thee, all the events through which we ni^y 
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be called to paefi ; may they all teiidto our improve- 
ment in real practical goodness. Every day may 
we walk m the light of thy countenance ; every 
night may we lie down under the shadow of thy 
wings; and every morning, when we awake, may 
we find ourselves &till with thee. 

Jesus, our Lord and Master, he who in all 
things was our guide and example, used thus to 
prepare himself for those arduous, and frequently 
painful duties, which he had to perform. O thou 
who art his Father and our Father, his God and 
our God ! may we be, in all cases, his faithful 
disciples. Like iiim, may our dependence be 
always placed upon thee ; and however painful 
or dangerous the path of duty may sometimes 
prove, may nothing tempt us to desert it. In 
public may we be Just, benevolent and useful; 
in private may we be kind and contented ; and in 
all situations, pious and virtuous. We ask it, as 
the disciples of the holy Jesus, Amen. 



SICKNESS AND RECOVERY. 

VOL. II. SERMON XX. 

Almighty Creator and sovereign Disposer of 
all things ! Health and sickness are both regu- 
lated and appointed by thee : thou hast made 
them a part of the discipline of this preparatory 
state ; and we have reason to be thankful for 
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the moral effect which each of them is calculated 
to {Htxluce upon ns. May it be our Biiicerc de- 
sire and our steady endeavour, that the duties 
peculiarly beloDgiug to each of these conditione, 
be faithfully and diligently discharged by us- 
In the gay and cheerful seasons of liealth and 
strength, when all our powers, both of body and 
mind, are in their full vigour, may we walk 
before thee in the land of the living. May we 
never suppose that a mere idle devotion can ren- 
der us the objects of thy favour ; that tlie mere 
repetition of a prayer can supply the place of 
virtuous exertion. We all have our allotted 
post of duty and usefulness, and wc pray that thy 
blessing may follow the upright, and benevolent, 
and active diBcharge of the duties which arc con- 
nected with our post in society : as far as vi-e 
have opportunity, may we do good unto all who 
come in our way, remembering, on all occasions, 
and with respect to all persons, the benign 
and comprehensive spirit of our holy religion. 
May our devotions be at all times pledges of, 
and preparatives for, our future activity in tlie 
path of duty and obedience. May our zeal for 
thy glory be evinced, not only by our honourable 
exertions for the wel&rc of mankind, but by 
a ready and cheerful submission to all thine 
appointments respecting ourselves. 

Wlien, in the course of Uiy providence, (latiifut 
and dangerous discasci- arc to be our portion, 
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may we not murmur under such visitations. 
While a cooBciousness of our follies and sins 
induces us to enter seriously and cjogeiy into the 
work of 6clf-exami nation, and humbly to ask 
why thou art thus contending with us, may no 
suepicions of thy justice or mercy be euffered to 
lurk in our minds. May we never charge thee 
foolishly, or give way to peevishness or dia- 
content. May we acknowledge thy hand in 
every stroke of thy rod. Feeling that hitherto 
other Lords have, too frequently, had dominion 
over Its, may we now resolve entirely to get rid 
of this debasing slavery, and from this time, 
devote ourselves wholly to thy service. 

Enable us, we beseech thee, heavenly Father ! 
to number these afflictions, however painful and 
distressing at present, amongst the clearest 
manifestations of thy real love to us. May we 
improve the golden moments in which we are 
thus withdrawn from the corrupting fascinations 
of life, to those moral and spiritual purposes, 
which they are so directly fitted to answer, and 
which alone can prepare us for thy heavenly 
kingdom. 

In all our sicknesses, may we treat those about 
us, and to whom we are then giving more than 
usual trouble, with the greatest mildness and 
good temper. May wc consider this as a duty 
b(^ to thee and to them, and as one proof that 
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we are really patient, and that, afflictions have 
had their proper effect upon us. 

If it shall please thee, in thine infinite good- 
ness, to remove our sicknesses, to raise us from 
the gates of the grave, and restore us to the 
enjoyments and duties of active life; may we 
not forget our obligations, or our ptows aud good 
resolutions. Without the smallest delay, may 
we execute every holy purpose. Thus may we 
show our devout gratitude, and prepare ourselves 
for that conclusion of this state of trial which, 
though deferred for the present, must Jinally, 
and may very shortly come. Whenever it docs, 
may we be found, as thy servants, and the dis- 
ciples of Jesus, prepared for it. Amen. 



PATIENTLY WAITING FOR DEATH. 

VOL. JI. SEKMON XXI. 

- . Almighty and eternal God! thy wise, im- 

partial, and righteous appointment, has deter- 
mined the lot of all thy creatures. Thi^ie eyes 
are upon all our ways. Our times are in thy 

L hands; the number of our days is with thee, and 
all the changes of our lives, from the cradle to 
llie grave, are under thy direction. 
May we acknowledge this great truth, not 
onlyin theory, but in practice. May we uniformly 
act under its influence, and in all our motives, 
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have a supreme regard to the notice thou art 
taking of us ; and that solemn account to which 
we are finally to he brought. 

It is thine unquestionable prerogative, Creator 
and disposer of all times, and of all creatures ! 
to kiU and to make alive ; to wounds and to heal. 
Thou, and thou only, art Qod. Thy throne has 
no partners ; thy power has no limit, nor is there 
any who can deliver out of thy hand. May a 
spirit of deep filial reverence^ and submission^ be 
the spirit by which we are, at all times, animated. 
Thy power we cannot oppose, if we were so 
absurd as to wish to do it. A full acquiescence 
in all thy appointments, is both our xluty and our 
interest. , Lord! strengthen in us this pious and 
proper temper. With faith and patience^ may 
we wait iipon and ^^ thee. So teach us, we 
pray iheeyto number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom. 

' , It is in the painful and afflictive changes of life, 
that we feel m^st the need of thy supporting 
grace. Heavenly and compassionate Father! 
bestow upon us, we beseech thee, in all such 
circumstances, that help which may be sufficient 
for us. Then may we, as it were, feel under uSy 
thine everlasting arms, and rest satisfied that all 
things are really working together for our good. 

May none of the calamities we feel in our own 
persons or concerns, or witness in the affiurs of 
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others, so shake our faith, as to make us doubt 
cither tiiy perfectioos, or thy providence. 

May the attacks of disease, and the ravages of 
death, not, fill us with such alarm and disquietude, 
aa to render us incapable of discharging the duties 
of life. On the ccmtrary, may we consider them 
as calls upon us for an increase <^ vigilance and 
alacrity. May these calls be faithfully complied 
with on our parts ; and thus may we show that, 
while thou art manifesting a regard to the work 
of thine hands, we are not wholly unmindful of 
tliec. 

May this, O thou in whose hand our breath is, 
and whose all our ways are! be especially the 
case, when it becomes our turn to feci, that we 
aretubject as well as others, to pain and mortality. 
Then may we be able to exercise that laith aad 
patieaco which such circumstances require. We 
always knew that we were mortal ; and when we 
have reason to think that the time of omr de~ 
partmre is at hand, however lingering and painful 
the approach to the grave may actually be, m^ 
we be ^le to say, Ail the days of my appoiinted 
time will I wait till my change come. May iret- 
fttlotSB and impatience not aggravate our mfTeo- 
ings. May all tlie days of our pilgrimage, if 
possible, be so spent, that when flesh and h£art 
are ^ling ns, we may be able, in the language 
at' pioufi hofie, l» exclaim, Whom hane I m keaven 
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Imt thee; and to/tat ix there upon oartk that I shmiH 
desire in comparison with thee! Thus, O heavenly 
Father ! may patience have her per/ect work ; 
and liviDg^ and dying, may we be wholly thine. 
We ask it ns the disciples of him wIk> /mis over- 
come death and the grave. By him, we ascribe 
unlo thee, never-ceasing praises. Amen. 



ON HEAVEN. 

VOL. II. SERMON XXII. 

O Tiiou who art the sole Creator of the 
heavens and the earth! the God of time, and 
etemit}', the gloriotia and unchangeable Fountain 
of liglit, life, and joy. Our noblest conceptions 
cannot reach the magnificence of thy Majesty. 
Our best understanding cannot comprehend the 
depths of thy wisdom ; our best and kindest 
affections c^n form no estimate of the tenderness 
of thy compassion, and the riches of thy grace ; 
but this we can discover, that on every considera- 
tion, thou art worthy our deepest reverence, oirf 
most unbounded confidence, our most ardent love, 
and onr iDost nnlimited obedience. 

When we consider the avowed object of liiat 
state of moral discipline through which we are 
now passing ; when we turn our thoi^hts to 
tiiat pure and blessed condition into which it is 
intended to brit^ ns, and for which it is now 



1 



208 Prayers for the Second Volume ofSer 

training us up, we are overwhelmed witli a sense 
of our own uitworthiQess, and the truly god-like 
favours which thou art heaping upon us. With 
holy astonishment we fall prostrate at the foot of 
thy throne, and cry out, Truly, this is not the 
manner of man, O Lord! this is thy work, and it 
is marvellous in onr eyes. 

Adored be thy name, O Father, Lord of angels 
and of men ! it is no partial manifestation of 
favour; no narrow plan of salvation upon which 
we meditate, when we survey the Gospel of Jesus. 
In it, thou art causing all thy goodness to pass 
before us, and proving that thy mercy enduretk 
throughout all generations. 

Eternal thanks be unto thee, for assuring us 
by him who is, by thy appointment, the way, the 
truth, and the life, that as thou art the maker and 
the Lord of all, so thou art merciful to all thy 
children. That, at the grand consummation of 
all thy designs respecting this state of probation, 
they sliall come from the east, and from the west, 
from the north, and from the south, and sltall sit 
down ill tlie kingdom of God. May we now 
rejoice in tJte full conviction that thou art no 
respecter of persons, but that in everyttation, such 
as fear thee, and work righteousness, according 
to the light with which they are favoured, will 
be accepted by thee. 

Enlarge our minds, we pray thee, O thou 
' universal Parent! enable us to get rid of all our 
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pernicious prejudices: to survey all mankind as 
thiife offspring, and truly to rejoice in the soul-^ 
dieerin^ proispect that all will ultimately enter 
diy heavenly kingdom. Animated by this sub- 
lime and holy hope, may we noto find our hearts 
purified from all filthiness of spirit, our bene- 
volent affections every day expanding ; and that 
dislike to such as have notions of scripture truth 
different from our own, which we are all so apt 
to feel and indulge ; completely extinguished by 
the conviction that all who sincerely and practi- 
cally love the Lord Jesus will finally be where 
Jesus is. 

May we become every day, more and more 
satisfied, that nothing can fit us for this high 
and heavenly felicity, but real^ personal holt' 
ness. May we never forget those marks of 
discipleship which our blessed Master has so 
clearly laid down. If' ye keep my command^ 
mentSy and love one another , then are ye my dis* 
ciples. 

Clouds and darkness are, frequently, about us 
in this preparatory state. Help us, O heavenly 
Fiather ! in all our perplexities to look up to thee, 
and forward to that pure . and blissful abode, 
which the Gospel proposes to us as the prize of 
our high calling in Christ Jesus. Thus may we 
be constantly preparing for that general assembly 
and church of the first-born y which is tiiere to be 
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gathered together in thy presence, O thou God 
and Judge ci all. There we hope to join that 
metkatar of the netV'-cavenanty as whose disciples 
we now ascribe to thee, as the only God, glory 
and hcmour for ever. Amen. 
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PRAYERS 

FOR THE THIRD VOLUME OF SERMONS. 



ON THE QUESTION, WHERE IS GOD? 

VOL. III. «EilMOIf I. 

O THOU most adorable, all-glorious, and every- 
where present Jehovah! We praise thee, with 
opr fohole heartSj that while multitudes, yea 
whole nations of our fellow-creatures, are left in 
ignorance and idolatry, and are forming niistaken 
. and unworthy notions of thee, and of thy pro- 
vklence, we have the clear Ught of revelation 
shining upon us, and are left in no uncertainty, 
jeither as to thy being or thine attributes. In the 
heavens, and on the earth; in the sea, and the dry 
land ; in our own wonderful frame ; and, in the 
innumerable tribes^ and orders of beings which 
people the provinces df thy vast empire, we be- 
hold the most evident and illustrious manifesta- 
tions ^ thy power, wisdom, €uid goodness* 

Praised be thy name, greatest and best of 
Beiogs! Source of existence, Fountain of light, 
life, and \we ! thou hast^ in no age^ or country, 
](^ thyself without witness. Thou art good^ and 
&0U doest good continually. Thou causest the 
sun to shine, and the rain to descend in all the 
divisions of oiir globe ; and, year after year, thou 
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fillest the hearts of the children of men with food 
and gladness. O that men uould praise thee for 
thy goodness, and for thy wonderful works. O 
that they would give thee the glory which is due 
unto thy name! 

Forgive ua, heavenly Parent! that, with our 
numerous advantages, we have done this in such 
a shamefully imperfect manner. We have no 
doubts of thine existence, or of thy presence with 
all the works of thy hands. For ourselves, wo 
never need ask the question, Where is God? for 
we are fully satisfied, that in thee we live and 
move, and fiave our being. We see thee in every 
thing about us, and, in our best moments, it is 
the chief joy of our hearts, that thou art tho- 
roughly acquainted with us ; that thou seest the 
way that ice take, and thai thou never forsakest 
such as put their trust in thee. 
, We know, by information derived from thy 

holy word, that we are here in a state of trial; 
that by a discipline which thy wisdom and good- 
ness has appointed, that mm-al character is to 
be formed, by which we are to be trained up 
and fitted for that pure and glorious state of im- 
provement and felicity, which lies beyond the 
grave. Forgive us, we beseech thee, that we 
so often lose sight of this great purpose of our 
present situation, and give way, under the cot- 
K rective visitations of thy wisdom and love, to 1 

H^ a complaining, if not a despairing state of mind, j 
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and are ready to adc, in a tone of impatience and 
discontent, Where is Ood? Has the Almighty 
forgotten to be gracioui ? Are his mercies clem 
g&ne for ever? And will he be fa/vourable no 
more?: We acknowledge, great and grm^ious 
Opd ! that all this is yery inconsistent with both 
faitk and eaoperience^ and we cast ourselves upon 
thy rich grace, as displayed in the GoQ)el of 
Jesus, for the pardon of every past instance of 
this uQgrateful iniquity, and most earnestly pray, 
that, in the remaining part of life, we may be 
enabled to act a wiser and better part May we 
not faint in the day of adversity^ but^ remem- 
bering the kind and important ends which tjrpu- 
ble is intended to answer, may we, rather rejoice 
' in tribulaiionj and make it, what it is inlem^id to 
beVa> means of purifying us. upon earth, and of 
rendering us riper and fitter for heaven. We ask 
it^ ^s the disciples of our blessed Lord and 
Master. Amen. 



ON GOD AND THE WORLD, 

AS CONTRASTED OBJECTS OF OBEDIENCE. 
VOL. III. JSERMON 11. 

. .O THOU blessed, unchangeable, and all>perfect 
Jehovah ! We come unto thee, as the onlyy and 
the aH-mfficient object of adoration, confidence, 
and hope. By thep, we are fefirfuUy and tconder-^ 
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fully matte. Bj thee, we have all oiir reftl want* 
abundantly' supplied. Thou continually TvatchesS 
over us for good. The elements of tliat beautiful 
world m wbkh we are placed, are all rendered 
subservient to our advantage. All that otir senses 
can perceive in the objects with which we are 
surroonded, and all the inferences which our 
reasoning powers enable us to make, arc fitted to 
lead us directly to thyself; and all call upon us 
to pay thee, without the least reserve, the glory 
and worship winck is due unto thy name. 

Though, upon every principle of justice and 
gratitude, this supreme and undivided love and 
reveretice are thy due, yet we cannot conceal, 
Q thou great Searcher of hearts ! either from 
thee, or ourselves, that other Lord* have fre- 
quently liad dominion over vs. We have not, 
indeed, prostrated ourselves before a statue, or 
a picture, and thus set up a visible Baal as the 
object of our religious homage, in opposition to 
thee, iheinvisibleGod: bot wearesadlysensible, 
and, we trust, we arc deeply humbled at the 
conviction, that we have often made idols of our 
creature comforts. We have followed the de- 
vices and desires of our vain and foolish hearts. 
We have suffered the desire of thejlesh, the de- 
sire of tlie eye^, and the pride of Hfr, to exert 
a coutrouling and domineering power over as. 
.We have laboured, in a manner far dispropor- 
tioned to their real worth, for the wealth and the 
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HittiiKtums ofthig present world ; not recollect'iDg 
that these porsuits exclude the love of thee, tite 
only satisfying good : that the world passeth atcay, 
and all its objects and desires, and that nothing 
but conforming ourselves to, and doing thy will* 
can make us abide for ever. 

Ths wages of sin, we ar« eolemoly assured, is 
death; and yet, holy Father ! how often have we 
dared to sin against thee. Lord ! our iniquities 
cover us with shame and confusion. Our secret 
&ad oar presumptuous trsLnsgres&ioaa fill us with 
alarm and apprehension, and, sometimes, lead us 
almost to think, that our sins are too numerous 
to be forgiven. Forbid it, however, adorable 
Source of light and love ! that we should do such 
injustice to thy grace and compassion, as to doubt 
whether or not true, sincere repentance, will he 
accepted by thee. Help us, O Lord 1 we pray 
thee, to break off our sins by righteousness ; to 
cease to do evil, and to learn to do well; that so, 
through thine infinite love, as manifested in the 
Gospel of Christ Jesus, we may find pardon for 
all our ofTeoces, and be finally admitted to share 
in that eternal life which is thy gift by Him. 
Blessed for ever be thy name, O heavenly Father t 
that thou art thus reconciling the world unto thy~ 
self. May the ricltes of thy grace co longer 
be abused by us. As purity and holiness can 
alone fit us for that pure, moral felicity which 
tbe Christian heaxea proposes to bestow, may 
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we be holy in all manner of conversation. May 
we henceforth live to thy glory, and render thee 
the undivided homage of our hearts and lives. 
Amen. 



ON THE CHECQUERED NATURE OF 
- HUMAN LIFE. 

VOL. III. SERMON 111. 

- ' Infinitely glorious, all-wise, and Almighty 
Creator and disposer of all things ! it has pleased 
thcc to make our present abode in an eminent 
degree, a state of uncertainty unA change. Nothing 
is permanent, nothing is unmixed. Light is so 
blended with darkness ; vice is so mixed with 
virtue, success and joy are so commonly followed 
by disappointment and sorrow; that neither our 
knowledge, our virtue, or our happiness, can here 
become perfect. We see, at best, but as through 
a glass darkly. Our strongest resolutions in the 
arduous path of duty and holiness, are frequently 
overcome, and oiir most promising schemes of 
present felicity, are often blasted by events over 
which we have no power or controul. 

We are well aware that a great deal of all this 
is imputable to ourselves. Our general inatten- 
tion to divine things ; our criminal forgetftilness 
of thee ; and of thy righteous and mercifnl pro- 
vidence, render our knowledge of thee, and our 
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regards to thee, far more imperfect and ineffi- 
cacious than they would otherwise be. 

Our inordinate love of merely present things: 
our frequently pernicious desire of the wealth, 
the pleasures, and the idle and empty distinctions 
of mortality, we are sensible, arc j»t/ impediments 
to the attainment of that pure and sublime hap- 
piness which a truly religious state of mind wonid 
enable us to reach. We humbly beseech thee, 
O thou who knowest our frame! to pity and 
forgive our numerous past offences, and to incline 
us to that true and unfeigned repentance, which 
may render us objects of thy pardoning love. 
Have compassion upon us, O heavenly Parent! 
and grant that, in time to come, we may be 
watchful against the approaches of temptation, 
and more successful iu our endeavours to with- 
stand and overcome it. May none of the trials 
we may experience ourselves, or witness i n others, 
shake ourfaith either in i\\.^being, or in thy wise, 
benevolent, and impartial providence. Whatever 
clouds and darkness may now appear to be round 
about thee, may it be the firm and abiding con- 
viction of our minds, that justice and judgment, 
truth and love, are the pillars of thy throne. May 
we never suppose that thou hast ceased to notice 
human affairs ; or that it is possible for thee, in 
any way to forsake the work of thine hands. The 
mowitains may depart, and the hills be removed. 
The earth and the heavens, which we now behold 
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iftay perish and pass away; but thou, O most 
holy and g;lorious Jehovali ! wilt remain for ever 
the same, and, under the shadow v^ thy teings, 
thy obedient childreD may always find protection 
and rest. 

We would never forget to thauk thee for the 
numerous and positive assurances contained in 
thy holy word, that this mixed and troubled state 
of things is not to continoe Tor ever. Blessed be 
thy name, that at evening time it shall be light. 
We look forward, with joy and hope, to the 
glorious period in which the struggle betwixt 
good and evil shall finally close: the IriumphaiU 
moment, when darkness, misery, and sin shall be 
for ever blotted out ; and the whole universe be 
light and life in the Lord. 

May this animating prospect fill us at all times 
ivitk joy and peace in believing. May we fed it 
strengthening every pious principle, cheering us 
in the most gloomy monHsnts, and rendering as 
equal to the discharge of tlie ntost dillicult duties. 
Amen. 



ON THE BENEFIT OF AFFLICTION. 

VOL. HI. SERMON IV. 

O THOU, whose wise and gracioos appoint- 
rnunt Itas made affliction frequently the lot of 
man! we pray, ihsilwheitever we are visited wtlli 
it, we may receive it, not with mwrnuifs, but witli 
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patience and acquiegcence. May we faiLlifally 
and closely examine our bearta and lives, that we 
liny discover tckif thou art thu» contending with 
u$. We ore seosiblc that there are, at all times, 
faults enow in us, to warrant the severest dias- 
tisements of thy rod ; but, at the same time, it is 
our sweetest consolation to know, that the rod is 
inaFather's luind; and that a(A. a. single stroke 
more -will be inflicted than is absolutely neceS' 
sary to effect tlie purposes of intiuite benevolence 
and love. Wc know that no affliction can befall 
us bat by thy direction ; and whatever is so di- 
rected, must be not only riffht in itself, hut^est 
and best for us. 

May such important advantages be tho result 
of all our trials, that we may be both able and 
disposed to say, it fuis been good for us to be 
affiicted. May the conviction which is thus 
brought home to our minds, of the deceitful and 
unsatisfying nature of all merely sublunary thtngB, 
induce us efTectually to set our affections upon 
things above. While we drink, with gratitude, 
of the brook in the way, may we not totally forget 
that river of purity and delight which flows at 
thy right hand abm-e. Too oRxin, O Lord J we 
are seeking for haf^ness where it can never be 
found ; we bless thee, therefore, for those sahitmy 
sorrows which, if properly borne and improved, 
will not only wean us from earth, but fit us for 
heaven. 
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Incline our tiearts, we pray thee, to make this 
pious and prolitable use of onr afflictions. May 
we not oniy call upon thee in the day of trouble, 
but when we are delivered, glorify thy name. 
Thus may we prove, both to ourselves and others, 
that thy merciful corrections have not been lost 
upon us, but that we Iiavc considered our ways, 
and are turning our feet into the path of thy 
commandments — in that t^afc and blessed path 
may we so persevere, that we may be, every day, 
better prepared for entering into thy presence, 
where there is fulness of joy, and sitting down 
at thy right hand, where there are pleasures for 
evermore. 

We hope that we have, in some degree, been 
made better, not only by our own afflictions, but 
by those of others ; when called upon to do so, 
we have not refused to enter the house of moum~ 
ing; and while our sympathy has been e.xcited 
by the affecting scenes we have there witnessed, 
we hope that our moral habits have been in- 
vigorated, and our hearts rendered more alive lo 
compassionate and benevolent sentiments. May 
every pain which we feel in ourselves, and every 
sorrow which we witness in others, increase our 
tenderness to our fellow -creatures, and our resig- 
nation to thee. 

All afflieliom, and especially bodily ones, 
us to tliink of our mortality. Prepare to 
thy God, is the silent, but solemn admooilion 
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which they press upon us. Almighty and all- 
n^rciful Creator ! may we neveir be inattentive 
to this warning voice. May our affections be 
purified, may all pride and stubbornness be sub* 
dued, may the dross of sin be completely removed 
fipom us. May we sootkey and, as far as we can, 
relieve y all that are in affliction. May we look 
above the world, and have our conversation in 
heaveny where Jesus Mtteth on the right hand 
ofOod. . > 

- Hear us, heavenly Father ! in these our hum- 
ble supplications ; while we livey may thy coun- 
sel be our guide, and; when we diey thine .arm 
our support : we ask it, as the disciples of Jesus, 
and by Him, we again ascribe unto thee, the 
Jungdomy thepowery andthe glory for ever. Amen. 



GOD, A REFUGE IN ALL CASES. 

VOU UI. SEIM^ON V. 

ALMiOHtY and eternal God! In all the cir- 
cnmstances of a constantly changing state, thou 
art the great Source of support and hope io thy 
creatures. We approach thee, at this time, re- 
joicing in the glorious and consolatory truth, that 
thou art nowy as thou ever hast been, the refuge 
.of thy people. Before the mountains , O Lord! 
were brought forthy or ever thou hadst formed the 
earth and the toorld, even from everlasting to 
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everlasting, thou art God. It is our grand com- 
fort, that immutability, in the most complete 
•jense, belongs unto thee. Amidst all the acci- 
■dents and changes, therefore, to which our pre- 
sent condition is exposed, we can repose witli 
jkU confidence. M^oa tht-e. However complicated 
end severe our distresses may, at any time, be, 
in the exercise of a lively faith, we can say. 
Why art thott cast down, O my soul, and why 
art thou disquieted within me? Hope tkou in 
Ood, /or I shall yet praise Han, who is the health 
«f 7uy cottntenance and my GoiL 

Frequently, already, adored be thy name, 
O thou God (^ our lives, and Giver of all our 
blessings f have we had occasion to use this lan- 
guage concerning ourselves, and those who are 
near and dear to us. We have been brought 
low by disease, and thy mercy has pitied and 
relieved us. Under various trials and disap- 
pointments we have been supported, and have 
found, that as our day was, our strength has been. 
Glory be waio thee, O Lord ! for every instance 
of thy preserving and restoring grace. May the 
remembrance of what thou hast already done ibr 
us, prepare us for, and support us under every 
future trial. 

That our faith and hope may not fail us, may 
we frequently call to mind those attributes of thy 
nature by whicli tliey are so fully justified. Thy 
power is irresistible, tby wisdom unfi^omabley 
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and thy goodness without a limit. There is no 
pit of distress so deep, that thou canst not lift us 
out of it. There is no perplexity so great, from 
which the wisdom which comelh from above, 
cannot extricate us ; there is no blessing too rich 
for thy goodness to bestow. We are all mona- 
menta of thy grace ; Bud from the experience of 
the past, we can entertain the most cheerful and 
confident ho[>es as to all which is to come. 

Blessed for ever be thy name, Lord God of our 
salvation ! even these reasons for our trust and 
confidence, strong as they are, are not all that 
we have to plead at tlie foot of thy throne. We 
can turn to that covenant of mercy which is con- 
tained in the Gospel of Christ Jesus, and be 
furnished with new and additional reasons for 
hope and praise. We can thus strengthen every 
other ground of hope, and argue, as one of the 
early disciples of our Lord did. Surely, if God 
so loved the world as to give for its benefit, his 
weli'beloved Son, he v^ill, with him also, freefy 
give us all things. Adored for ever, O Lord, be 
thy name, for this unspeakcAle g^t. With all the 
powers of our understandings, and all the best 
affections of our hearts, we will celebrate thy 
praise. 

Forbid it, however, O thou Fountain of truth 
and holiness, that we should so deceive ourselves, 
as to fancy that any merely verbal services c*n 
reader us acceptable in diy sight. May our lives 
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be such as to prove that we are truly meml>er9 of 
that spiritual body, of which Christ is thealreadj 
glorified head; and may we so walk and befftmad 
I'n/iim, that, in due time, tee may be glonjled also. 
We ask it, as hia disciples, and by him, we 
ascribe unto thee, tlte only true God^ glory and 
dominion for ever. Amen. 



ON HOPE. 

VOL. 111. SERMON VI. 

Adorable and heavenly Father! all our 
powers, both of body and mind, as they are thy 
gifts originally, and as they depend upon thee for 
their preservation, call for our constant grati- 
tude and praise. We are, indeed, fearfully and 
KOiiderfully made. At thy command we are 
created ; and as long as thou continuestto tisthy 
supporting favour, our lives are perfectly safe; 
for in thee ve live, and move, and have our being. 
We desire, at this time, more especially, to 
thank thee for our intellectual capacities; and 
particularly for that fiope whicli enables us, under 
the clouds and disappointments of life, to look 
forward to a ciiange of circumstances, and anti- 
cipate the approach of happier times. While we 
admire the wisdom which is thus manifested in 
tlic formation of the human mind, we praise thee 
for iivery instance in which this cheering prtH-. 
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ciple has beep felt and acted upon by us. Sen- 
sible of thy goodness in ali that is past, may we 
rely upon thee with so much greater confidence 
for all that is to come. 

While, however, we feel it to be both our 
duijfi and our interest^ to cherish a hearty and 
filial hope in thy paternal love, may we never 
substitute the means for the end, and suppose 
that,- while we refuse properly to exert those 
active powers with which thou hast furnished us, 
we can secure the objects of, even, our most rea-> 
sonable expectations. Help us, we pray thee, to 
bring all our desires and pursuits within the 
bounds of reason and religion. May we never 
wish for unlawful gratifications. The thought of 
wickedness is sin; may we, therefore, guard with 
the utmost vigilance, against the residence of any 
vicious and unholy thoughts in our bosoms, and 
especially may we never permit any evil habits to 
have dominion over us. 

May we guard against the admission and in- 
dulgence of all extravagant and unreasonable 
expectations. With respect to any object which 
we desire to obtain, may we not refuse to take 
any step which justice and benevolence will 
warrant, in order to insure success. If even con- 
siderable difficulties lie in our way, may thai hope 
which thou hast made a part of our frame, only 
animate our honourable endeavours to overcome 

Q 



L 



225 Prmjers for the Third Volume of Serimms. 

them. While we profess to rely upon thy 
providence, may we never make such a pro- 
, fession an apology for idleness, injustice, and 
i presumption. 

May a prudent and pious moderation govern 
all our hopes of any earthly good. May we never 
expect from this world what it is not in the power 
of this world to give. May we never be so influ- 
enced by our hopes of any future temporal good, 
as to despise our present blessings, or neglect any 
of our present duties. And when we find that 
even in the pos.session of those things we have 
long and fondly desired, we are often disap- 
pointed ; may we recollect that it must be our 
own fault if such disappointments do not contri- 
bute to our future and eternal welfare. In all 
tlie cliraiges of this preparatory state, may it be 
the chief desire of our hearts to secure thine ap- 
probation ; and the constant aim of our lives, to 
prepare ourselves for it. Thus we may expect 
that thy iove will he shed abroad in our hearts, 
and then our hope can liercr make us ashamed. 
Walking, as seeing thee who art invisible, none 
of the storms of life can sink us in despair, nor 
any of its allurements draw us finally and fatally 
astray. O thou God of hope! may this principle 
of our nature, by thy blessing, so purify us from 
all fdlhiness of flesh and spirit, that we may 
perfect holiness in Oiy fear; and having been 
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followers of Jesus below y may we be fitted^ both 
by our hopes and our fears^ for dwelling with 
him, in thy presence above. We implore it for 
thine infinite mercy's sake. Amen. 



ON THE MERCY AND TRtJTH OP THE 
DIVINE PROCEEDINGS. 

VOL. HI. SERMON \IU 

O THOU who art the light and salvation of 
all thy creatures, at all times^ it is our privilege 
and honour to draw near unto thee, and to renew 
our confidence in thy power, veracity, and good- 
ness. We are convinced that all thy dealings 
are mercy and truth unto such as keep thy cove^^ 
nanty and remember thy commandments to do 
them. 

The history of every former generation, and 
the experience of every day and night, as they 
pass over us, confirm those declarations of thy 
word which proclaim thy compassion and thy 
truth. Thou art, indeed, the Lord, the Lord 
Ood, merciful and gra^ous, slmo to anger y hut 
abounding in mercy and truth. Thou continuest 
thy compassion to a thousand generations, and 
art, every day, pardoning iniquity , transgression j 
and sin. 

In seasons of affiictiony especially, it is our 
happiness that we can consider thee as kind and 
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good ; that thou art correcting us now, that thon 
mayest hereafter show us thy favour, Thus ihou 
art forcing upon our notice the conditions of that 
holy and righteous covenant, which, though made 
originally with thine ancient people of Israel, lias, 
in Christ Jesus; been explicitly extended to ali 
mankind. In this covenant, blessed he thy name ! 
thou art giving us every encouragement to re- 
pentance and reformation, by assuring ns, that 
while thou art visiting our transgressifms with 
a rod, and our iniquities with stripes, it is not 
thine intention utterly to take from us thy loving 
kindtiess, or to svjfer thy faithfulness to fail. 

While, however, we thus rejoice in the pur- 
poses and the promises of thy grace, may we 
never abuse them as giving us a license to trans- 
gress; may such shameful ingratitude never be 
chargeable upon us, that we ha^■e dared to sin 
because grace has abounded. If, in any degree, 
we have done so already, we humble ourselves 
in thy presence, and, while we implore thy for- 
giTcness for every past iniquity, earnestly pray 
that, in time to come, we may be more success- 
ful in overcoming temptation, and acting; as the 
disciples of the holy and boiievolenl Jesus ought 
always to do. 

May we not be satisfied with mere forms, pro- 
fessions, and verbal resolutions of goodness. 
May we very frequently closely examine our- 
Belves, whether or not we he practicaUy in ih^ 
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faith. This, we are sure, it can be no difficult 
matter to ascertain. The lives we actually lead, 
and the motives by which we are chiefly influ- 
enced, will testify whether we are obedient to 
thy holy laws or not. We know that, if we 
are sincerely what we profess to be, the followers 
of a once crucified, but now exalted and glorified 
Master, we shall, though not in the same degree, 
have our fruit unto holiness^ as he so perfectly 
had. No sin will habitually have dominion over 
us, and, as we grow in years, we maj reasonably 
hope that we shall advance in a nearer confor- 
mity to him who, though he was in all points 
tempted as we are^ was holy^ harmlesSy undefiled^ 
and separate frcmi sin. 

We are sensible, O thou who art pure beyond 
our highest, conceptions, that our best services 
are utterly unworthy thine acceptance, and never 
can be pleaded as a meritorious ground of our 
final salvation : this, O Lord, we joyfully admit, 
must rest entirely upon that rich grace of thine, 
which has communicated the Gospel, with all 
its clear directions, and all its cheering and 
glorious hopes, to us. By that all-perfect direc- 
tory may we steer our course. May we imbibe 
as large a portion of the spirit of our blessed 
Master as possible* We ask it as his disciples, 
and in his name, we ascribe unto thee, the Father 
<>f truth and mercy, never-ceasing praises. AmeiH 
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OK THE REGULATION OF THOUGHT. 

VOL. III. SERMON VIII. 

O THOU Fountain of all wisdom and know- 
ledge ! who hast furni&hed thy creature man with 
those intellectual and moral capacities which, if 
rightly directed and exercised, will ensure his 
well-being both here and hereafter; we pray, 
that thou vvouldst enable us to keep our hearts 
with that holy care and diligence, that we may 
be kept in thy fear and favour. May we often 
reflect upon the important purposes for which 
the power of thinking has been bestowed upon 
us, and feel a holy ambition to employ that 
power in an honourable, and advantageous man- 
ner. May our meditalions upon thee and thy 
works, be fiequent and durable. May we take 
a holy delight in contemplating, as far as we 
are made acquainted with them, the measures 
of thy wise, righteous, impartial and benevolent 
providence. May we often think of the relations 
in which it has pleased thee to place thyself to 
us. To thee, as our omnipotent Sovereign, may 
we yield the most entire submission. Thy fa- 
vour, as our moral Governor, may it be our 
supreme wish and endeavour to cultivate. To 
thee, as our merciful and tender Parent, may we, 
at all times, resort, with a truly filial confidence ; 
and by a cheerful and unreserved obedience to 
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all thy commandments, may we show how 
worthily, in general, the noblest powers of our 
nature have been employed. 

Help us to lay aside, as much as possible, all 
distrustful and anxious thoughts. We know that 
they are as dishonourable to thee, as distressing 
to ourselves. In the journey of life, we see, by 
con&tant experience, that all sun«>shine is not to 
be expected : that all our companions, as well as 
ourselves, are fickle and changeable; but Uiat 
this lays no foundation for indolence and chagrin, 
but only furnishes us with fresh reasons for never 
placing that confidence in any human being, 
which belongs to thee alone. May we^ there- 
fore, ceasey in a great degree, from mai^y and 
look for our supreme happiness solely in thee,/" 
our Father and our God. 

May we avoid, with persevering care, such 
companions as, by leading us into folly and sin, 
must fill us with impure and painful thoughts. 
For every case of this sort with which we have 
already been chargeable, we now humbly im- 
plore thy forgiveness ; and, whatever pleasure 
we may have unhappily found in such society on 
former occasions, we pray that, in future, we 
may have virtue and fortitude enough wholly to 
abstain from it ; knowing, that if we go into the 
way of sinners, we have no right to expect that 
we shall escape contamination, may we take the 
only cours(p which prudence and piety prescribci 
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and, as far as possible, resolutely avoid their 
wicked and destructive paths. 

May we never indulge an inordinate desire for 
even the lairful pleasures of life. May our tables 
not prove a snare, to us. While we are seeking, 
with honour and diligence, for the necessaries, 
and even the comforts of life, may we never rfuxke 
gold our confidence, ami say unto the fine gold, 
thou art oar God. May we never, indeed, make 
idols of our children, or of any of our creature 
comforts; but remembering that they are all 
perishable, unsatisfying objects, set our affections 
supremely on those things which are above, where 
Jesus, our beloved and blessed Master, sits at thy 
right hand. 

May we employ many of our thoughts in faith- 
ful and close examinations of our moral and 
spiritual condition. Assist us, we pray thee, 
O thou to whom all hearts are open, and from 
whom nothing can be concealed ! so io sift and 
try our thought-s, words and deeds, tliat if there 
be any wicked way in lis, it may be detected^ 
and we be finally, led into tlic icay everlasting. 
Thus, O thou pure and holy God ! may our 
powers of thinking all be sanctified, and ren* 
dered instrumental in securing to us present vir- 
tue and peace, and finally, aq inheritance in that 
world, where all the true followers of Jesus shall, 
together with him, enjoy a peace and glory whic\i 
eternity itself will never exhaust. Amen. 
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ON THE DUTY OF PRAYER, 

VOL. HI. SERMON IX. 

O Thou that heare$t prayer y unto thee shall aU 
fieih come. May we be duly sensible of the great 
privilege we enjoy, in being permitted to approach 
the footstool of thy throne, and may it be our 
supreme care to do it, at all. times, with sitn^ 
phcitj/ and godly sincerity. It is one of our chief 
felicities, that what is so highly interesting and 
advantageous to us, is, at alt timeSy so co^iple^ely 
within our reach-r-in all places y apd at all sea-r 
son^, adored be thy name, thou art accessible to 
the humblest of thy creatures — in our private 
chambers, and when \^:e have excluded, as much 
as possible, all human objects, and all human 
cares and vanities, we may expect that our devo- 
tional exercises will be the least unworthy thine 
acceptance, and the most instructive and pro-- 
fitable to ourselves. While, therefore, we wor- 
ship thee, in the family ^nd the <;hurch| niay t^e 
religious- homage of the closet never bip forgotten* 
Morning and evening may the devout aspirations 
of our hearts rise like incense in thy presence, and 
bear witness, that thoygh thou art, and must; 
necessarily be invisibky we do not forget that 
thou seest in secret, and that thou wilt reward^ 
in the most open ^T\d eff^ctyar m^ner^ ^\^t^ 
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Virtuous effort, and every humble and faithful 
worshipper. 

As we caonot but Itnow that hjpocrisy of every 
kind and degree must be peculiarly offensive in 
thy sight, may we guard, with our utmost vigi- 
lance, against the most distant approaches to 
it. Thine omniscience admits of no deception, 
and thy majesty and purity forbid the thought, 
that thou canst be mocked with impunity. Thou 
art the righteous Lord, and nothing but righte- 
ousness or penitence can render us objects of thy 
Javourablu notice. 

For ever praised be thy grace, Almiglity and 
most merciful Father ! for the various and nu- 
merous encouragements that ihou art giving us 
to cultivate a spirit of piety and prayer : may it 
deeply mingle itself with all our thoughts, and 
motives, and habitually govern all our plans and 
actions. Without thy concurrence and blessing, 
our best designs and measures will fail of suc- 
cess. We therefore humbly pray, that, as far as 
thou seest fit, that blessing may be bestowed upon 
us. In all that befalls us, may we see and 
acknowledge thy providential government. Maj 
the success of oiir efforts not puff us up with 
vanity and pride, as if by our own pouer and 
skill, independently of thee, that success had 
been procured. May disappointments not sink 
us in despair, and lead to a murmuring and dia- 
coQtented frame of mind, as if we had beeq 
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unjustly treated. Thou alone knowest what is 
Jittest and best for us : enable us, we pray thee, 
without any reserve, to resign ourselves to thy 
disposal, and fully to acquiesce in all thy holy 
and benevolent appointments. We presume not 
to dictate to unerring wisdom, and we pray that 
we may never be dissatified with the allotments 
of perfect love. 

We devoutly thank thee, O our heavenly 
Father !* for the numerous blessings which thou 
hast already showered upon us. They have been 
new every morning, and repeated every night 
Thy favours have reached both our bodies and 
our souls. They have supplied the wants of time^ 
and, if we do not abuse or neglect thenf, they 
will fit us for the joys of eternity. Assist us, we 
beseech thee, in improving all thy gifts, and 
especially in seeking, above every thing else, a 
place in that heavenly kingdom, which it was 
the great object of our blessed Lord and Master 
to propose to his followers, as the great end of 
their creation, and the only worthy object of their 
desire and pursuit. We ask it all as his dis- 
ciples, and we ascribe unto thee, through hinij^ 
eternal honours. Amen. 
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OX THE FORGIVEXESS OF INJURIES. 

VOL. IK. SERSION X. 

O THOU Father of compassion and love ! who, 
though thy purity cannot look upon sio but with 
the most perfect disapprobation, art daily bearing 
with sinners, and forgiving such as conjesx and 
forsake their iniquities ; permit us, wc beseech 
ihee, with reverence and humility, to prostrate 
ourselves in thy presence, and implore from thee 
tliat assistance, in the way of well-doing , which 
thou seest to be necessary for us. 

Sensible as we must all be, of our moral weak- 
ness, and of the numerous breaches of thy holy 
and righteous laws, with which we are so con- 
stiintiy chargeable, may we never indulge an 
implacable and unforgiving temper towards any 
of our fellow-creatures. We know, by painful 
experience, that offences will come ; and we dare 
not hidulge the vain and partial fancy that none 
of them proceed from us. While this conviction 
of our own proneness to transgress, has a tendency 
to liurable us before thee, may we never suppose 
that the confession of it will excuse us, if we do 
not heartily forgive any injuries which we may 
receive from our fellow -creatures, 

O thou, who knowest our frame, and seest how 
difficult it is for us, in many cases, to coniplj 
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tvith this plain but positive requirendent of our 
holy religion, forgive, we pray thee, the pride 
and selfishnesSy which lie at the bottom of thi« 
reluctance to the exercise of this reasonable and 
generous temper ; and help us, as^ wib advance in 
life, to obtain this pious victory over our angry 
passions, and to acquire a nearer conformity to 
him, who was indeed the IjanA of God; who^ 
when he was reviled^ reviled not again ; who, 
even when he suffered the utmost extremity of 
injustice and barbarity, threatened not^ but^ af- 
fectionately praying for his murderers, committed 
himself unto thee who judgest righteously. 

We thank thee, O heavenly Father! that we 
BTB not likely to have onr faith and patience trieA 
by such extremities as our blessed Lord had; 
but should we, in the course of thy providence, 
be brought into such circumstances, may we be 
enabled to manifest a temper and conduct as 
nearly as possible resembling his. And as to 
those, comparatively, slight affronts and injuries 
with which we are called to struggle, may we 
show, upon all occasions, a truly meek and 
Christian-like disposition. May we readily, as 
far as we ourselves only are concerned, forgive 
whatever trespasses are committed against us. 
With true pious magnanimity may we overlook 
the &ults of others, and be severe only to ouy 
Qwn. 

Mp.y we, frequently, think over the numerous 
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and powerful reasons there are why we sliould 
desire, and cherish this noble and divine temper. 
May we thus comply with thy positive command 
which has enjoined it upon ue ; and aiay we do 
it, under an humbling sense of our own imperfec- 
tions, and a conviction that we often stand in 
need of the forgiveness of others. May we be 
mceii and gentle in all our intercourse with 
society, as the surest foundation for our own com- 
Tort and peace. May we recollect that this for- 
giving temper is declared, by our iufailible in- 
structor, to be an indispensihle condition of our 
receiving from thee, that pardon of our offences, 
without which there can be no admission into the 
heavenly paradise. 

May these powerful motives, O thou God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ ! so operate on 
our minds, that we may be imitators of thee, as 
dear children; and when the day of life is closed, 
may we be fit, through the riches of thy grace, 
for the never-ending day of eternity. Aineu. 



ON SAMSON'S KIDIILE. 

VOL. III. SERMON XI. 

O THOti whose name alone is Jchovali, and 
who art the Most High over all the earth, thou 
art very great, tlum art clothed icilh honour and 
majesty, thou coverest thyself with light as Ktth 



J 



Prayers far the Third Volume of Sermons. USB 

a garment ; and yet to us, thou frequently ap- 
pearest to be walking in a darkness which we 
can neither penetrate nor comprehend. By rea^ 
son of ignorance we cannot properly order our 
speech before thee ; yet, O thou Creator and Pre- 
server of all ! we are convinced that without thee 
we can do mdhing. Help us, we beseech thee^ 
amidst that multitude of thoughts which crowd 
upon us, when we survey the works of thine 
hands, and meditate upon the administration of 
thy providence, never to let go the s6ul-sup<* 
porting thought, that thou art the unchangeable 
Friend and Father of thy children : that thine 
eyes are in every pUwe^ beholding the evil and the 
good; that they run to and fro through the earthy 
that thou mayest give to every man according to 
his waySy and according to the fruit of his doings. 

Convinced that nothing can take place which 
thy wisdom did not foresee, and which thine 
Almighty arm cannot controul, may neither the 
quantity nor the kinds of evil which, from time 
to time, prevail in nations, or individuals, shake 
our faith in thy being, or perfections^ or induce 
us to suspect that thou art, or can be, other than 
the righteous Lord who lovest righteousness ^ and 
who will, ultimately, show thyself strong ori the 
befialf of those whose hearts are right with thee- 

May we often recollect how little we are able 
to judge, with any accuracy, of the real cltctraC" 
ters of mankind, and the true nature of the events 
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which are taking place arotind us. We are 
utterly unable to estimate how much good is 
mingled with ivhat appears to ns, to be almost 
wholly evil, and to what glorious and happy 
results a multitude of painful present circufn~ 
stances are conducting mankind. By often think- 
ing in this way, may we strengthen all our best 
principles, and invigorate all our virtuous hopes. 
Thus may we clicrish our reverence towards thee ; 
increase the piety and humility of ourown minds ; 
guard ourselves against hasty and despairing views 
of things, and learn to form candid and charitable 
conclusions as to the characters and moLives of 
all our fellow-creatures. May we labour faith- 
fully to know and judge ourselves, but leave others 
to the judgment of that day when the secrets of 
all hearts shall be disclosed, and the actions of ail 
tires weighed in the impartial balance of heaven. 

While we think we see so ranch moral evil 
about us, may we take the utmost care tliat we 
do not practically increase it. Whatever others 
do, may we, upon all occasions, do that which is 
just and kind. IMay the stock of htinian improve- 
ment and happiness never be lessened by us. 
May we cherish the most honourable and con- 
solatory notions of thy holy and benevolent go- 
vernment ourselves, and embrace every opportu- 
iiity of communicating them to others. 

As one proof, that we are thus acting under 
the influence of properly religious views aud 
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expectations, may we be satisfied with vur own 
lot in li/b. May we receive thy boianties with 
gratitude, and enjoy them with a cheerful mo- 
deration. May we patiently bear our afflictions, 
and often look beyond a changing, dying world, 
to those abodes of perfect purity and of undis- 
turbable peace, into which neither pain or death 
can enter. This we humbly ask of thee, as the 
disciples of the Prince of Peace, by whom we 
ascribe unto thee, the God of peacey glory and 
praise for ever. Amen. 



ON MORAL AND RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 

VOL. III. SERMON XII. 

Most glorious and adorable Lord God Al^ 
mighty. Fountain of all wisdom and knowledge ! 
We adore thee, as the Father of angels ^nd of 
men, as the Spring of purity, justice, and truth. 
It has pleased thee to make thy creature man 
in thine own image, and to furnish his mind with 
those notions of truth and goodness, which assi- 
milate him to thee, and enable him to deter- 
mine, in a satisfactory manner, when he is con- 
forming himself to thy holy and righteous will, 
or when he is departing from it. 

Too often, O thou to whom our most secret 
thoughts and motives are all perfectly known! 
have we preferred the ignorance and slavery of vice 
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to the knowledge nd freedom of virtue. We 
■have set our affections upon mean and criminal 
"bbjects; and sacrificed to our sensaal appetites 
■and desires the delights of a peaceful conscience 

I «nd the hopes of thine approbation. We have 
Ibolishly and ungratefully done this, witli that 

 Crospel in our hands, which declares, that, by 

*a knowledge of the truth which is there cotn- 
Inunicated, we may be made morally and spi- 

' ,Wtually/ree. 

We now acknowledge our extreme folly and 
sin, in neglecting, so shamefully as we have 
done, this pure and life-giving Gospel. Lord, 
we have chosen darkness rather tfian light. We 
•have been wise to do evil, but to do good ice fiave 
acted as if we had no knowledge. Tfimi hast 
written to us the great things of thy law, fmt they 
have been treated by "us as matters in which we 
had no interest or concern. Instead of regard- 
ing our high destination, and behaving like can- 
didates for an heavenly inheritance, we have con- 
6ned all our views to earth, and to the fugitive 
and unsatisfying objects of our short and uncer- 
tain stay here below. We have walked in the 
way of our own hearts, and in tke sight of our 
eyes. We have forsaken lliee, tke Fountain of 
living waters, and have sought for happiness 
where it can never be found. 

As we cannot but feel how full of iniquity and 
danger our ctmduct has hitherto been, may we 
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lose no time in considering ovr ways and turning 
oar feet, in good earnest, into the path of thy 
commandments. May we search the Scriptures, 
those unerring oracles of truth, that we may 
really know what they contain : particularly, may 
we examine what they declare concerning thee, '■ 

our heavenly Father ! that we may not form any ; 

mistaken or unworthy notions concerning thee, or 
of that righteous and benevolent Providence, j 

which thou art exercising towards all thy crea- | 

tures. May we closely study the numerous and i 

strong evidences by which the divine mission of ' 

our blessed Lord is established, and discern, with 
greater clearness, the transcendent purity and ^ ! 

perfection of his character, and the extent and ] 

Spiritualily of all his moral precepts. j 

May we never, however, suppose, that merely ' 

knoiving the truth will make us free, or be ac- | 

cepted by thee, as an excuse for living in the j 

neglect or violation of any of thy commandments. ! 

Rather may our knowledge of the truth, lead ub, ! 

as it ought to do, to a more conscientious, cir- 
cumspectj faithful, and unreserved discharge of 
every duty. May it increase our reverence and 
love of thee. Our veneration for the character, i 

and attachment to the religion of the holy Jesus j j 

and make us, in all Cases, more sensible of the j 

rights, and more just and candid to the opinions i 

of ourfellow-men, than we should otherwise have 
been. Assist us, wc beseech thee, heavenly I 

a 2 \ 
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Parent! in the attainment and cultivation of this 
pure, moral freedom. Thus niaj we have the 
witness in ourselves, that Christ having made us 
I free, we are free, indeed. As his disciples, we 
ask every blessing, and by him we ascribe unto 
thee, the God of all wisdom, glory and dominion 
for ever. Amen. 



ON THE EFFECTS OF CHRISTIANITY. 

VOL. III. SERMON Xni. 

O THOU who inhabitest the praises of Israel, 
holy and reverend is thy name! Thou art of purer 
eyes than to behold iniquity, neither shall evd 
dwell with thee. Thou art holy in all thy worhs, 
and thou requireat holinesa in all thy children j to 
restore this, when it had been almost lost from 
the earth, thou didst raise up, and send into 
public life, Jesus of Nazareth, thy well-beloved 
Son, to preach deliverance unto the captives of 
sin ; to show to all mankind the paths of truth 
and rigliteousness, and thus to proclaim pardon 
to the truly penitent, and eternal life to all such, 
as, by a patient continuance in well-doing, are 
preparing themselves for it. 

We give thee, at all times, O most gracious 
and merciful Father! our humble and hearty 
thanks, for the hope which is thm set before us. 
May thy rich grace have its proper effect on our 
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minds. May the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, 
make us completely Jree/rom the law of sin and 
death. May all our evil habits, if they are not 
entirely broken, be controlled and brought under 
subjection to the great laws of reason, piety, and 
holiness. May the vital power of real religion 
be felt in all its energy within us, and lead us 
on, from one morn! victory to another, till we 
feel that we are conquerors, and more than con- 
querors, through him that hath loved its. 

May the time past be more than sufficient for 
us, to have followed our foolish and vain desires, 
and to set our affections, in an inordinate degree, 
upon any earthly good. Too frequently, O holy 
and righteous Father ! we have found a'lawin 
our members warring against the law of our mind, 
and bringing tis into captivity lo that law of sin, 
under which, to our shame and misery, we have 
suffered ourselves to be brought. In coiiBequeoce 
of this, when we would do good, evil is present 
with us, and we find ourselves the slaves of sin, 
instead of tUe free-men of Jesus. 

O thou, who bast made us, not for destruction 
and wrath, but to obtain salvation upon the terms 
and conditions of the Gospel of Christ, assist, 
we beseech thee, all our endeavours to deliver 
ourselves from this moral bondage. May we 
guard, with the utmost solicitude, against 8^^- . 
deception. May we never res-t fiatistied with a 
merely formal and superficial acquaintance with 
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ouF owQ hearts. May our self-examinalioHS he 
frequent, deep, and siacere. May we not, ta 
ftVoid a, comparatively, little shame and pain at 
lireeent, put to hazard our well-being in tlie 
•ternal world. May we not conceal our moral 
tuipitude and danger from ourselves, and, with 
an inescusabJe eelf-flattery, cry out peace, peace, 
when there is no peace. May that solemn de- 
claration, that there is no peace to the wicked, be 
often recollected by us. 

May we frequently remember that, in what- 
ever manner we are spending it, the time of our 
probation is rapidly passing away. If we arc not 
emaocipated, ineomehappydegree,from thcdomi- 
luon of sin before, our latter end actually comes, 
we well know, that we shall either be hardened 
ifito insensibility, or filled with terror and dismay. 
Grant, heavenly Father ! that neither of these may 
be the case. May we so live, (Jiat the fear of 
death may never prove a torment unto us. May 
we be able, by an humble taith in the promises 
of the Gospel, and an honest endeavour to dis- 
charge all the duties required of us, to view 
death, not as the king of terrors, but as an angel 
(A peace, as the messenger sent by thee, the sole 
arbiter of life and death, to remove us from the 
house of trial below, to the house of glory above. 
Wc ask it, as the disciples of him who brought 
life and immortality to light. Amen. 
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ON THE RESOLUTION OF PAUL. 

VOL. m. SERMON XIV. 

ALMiGHTr and all-seeiDg God ! By ihy wise 
and righteous appoiutment it is, that, while the 
times and the seasons are kept solely in thine own 
bands, the miiilstratioas of thy governsient here 
below, are conducted by humaa agency. We are 
all rendered, in our turns, iky ministers to each 
other. The talents with whicli we are gifted, 
and the situations which we are to occupy in 
aociety, are all fixed by thee. We are stewarda, 
and not lords, oi what we possess, and there i& a 
time fest approaching, in which we shall be 
called to a very solemn reckoning for the use or 
abuse of all our talents. May the anticipation 
of this, fill us with such godly fear, and produce 
in us such an holy circumspection, that when we 
are actually called into thy presence, we may be 
able to give up our accounts with Joy, and ttot 
wOk grie/. 

There is one great object which, as reasonable 
creatures, as moral agents, and as the professed 
followers of Christ, we ought, at all times, and 
above every thing else, to keep in view ; and that, 
is, the extension of thy moral and spiritual king- 
dom in the world. If we arc not unBiithful to 
thee aud to ourselves, wc shall do this by im- 
bibing the spirit, and, upon all proper occasions, 



34H Prayers for the Third Volume of Sermons. 

using the language of thy holy servant Paul. 
I am determined to know nothing comparatively, 
amongst my fellow-creatureB, but Jesus Christ, 
I and him crucified. Heavenly and adored Father! 
may no false shame, no unmanly fear, no mer- 
cenary considerations, ever tempt qb to adopt, or 
avow any notions of scriptural truth, which are 
contrary to the serious and honest convictions of 
our minds. While, without any reserve, we are 
candid and tolerant to the opinions of others, and 

 -presume not to judge of the motives by which 

 they are actuated ; may we be scrupulously care- 
ful, that we do not hold the truth in unrighteous- 
ness ourselves. However unpopular the doc- 
trines we adopt, as being the true doctrines of 

['thy holy word, may be, may we not only, not 
thrink from a plain, and open avowal of them, 
but take every opportunity to spread the know- 
ledge of them amongst all with whom we 
have any communion. Convinced of their truth 
jVnd importance ourselves, may we thus endea- 
vour to shew our gratitude to thee, the Ood ami 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and our real 
and pious affection to our fellow-creatures. Thus 

^ may each one of us become a preacher of righ- 
teousness, and a zealous, and if it please thee, a 
successful advocate, of the truth as it is in Jesus. 
The longer we live, the greater may our con- 
formity be to the pure and perfect example of our 
blessed Lord and Master. Particularlv, if, like 
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faim, it may be our portion to endure a great 
fight of afflictions i may neither our faith, our 
patience, nor our integrity fail. In a proper 
degree may we be crucified to the world. May 
none of its foolish and wicked customis have such 
a power over'us, as to induce us to say or do 
any thing which our consciences do not fully 
approve. At all times, may it be our fixed and 
settled purpose, to fear and obey thee, rather 
than any of our fellow-creatures. 

With shame and self-abasement we look back 
upon much of our behaviour in the past part of 
our lives. We confess, O righteous Father ! it 
has not been such as to warrant any self-con- 
fidence in time to come. While, therefore, we 
cast ourselves upon thy grace for the pardon of 
our past offences, we implore, with the utmost 
earnestness, thy divine help for all that is to 
come. Strengthen us, O Lord ! to every good 
word and work. Support us under every trial : 
guard us from the snares of prosperity, and bring 
us safe through all the changes of time, to the 
unchanging bliss of eternity. Amen. 



PRAYER ROR A BIRTH-DAY. 

VOL. III. SERMON XV. 

All-powerful and sovereign Creator and 
Lord of all ! We come before thee, as the God 
in whose hands our breath is, and hyi whom all 
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our ways are constantly observed. We aclore 
thcc, aa the Former of our bodies and the Father 
of our spirits. At thine appoiotment we coHie 
into existence. Thou determinest when aad 
where we shall be born, and when we are born, 
the nuwher of mir days is known only uuto thee. 
With sincere gratitude, we hope, we now look 
back on tlie past part of our Hves. Truly we 
may say^ goodness and mercy have fallowed us 
all our days. Truth and love have marke<i a)l 
thy dealings with us. Through the vicissitudes 
of another year we have been preserved, and the 
return of aaothcr birth~day calls upon us to cele- 
brate thy praise. Bles^ the Lord, O our souk, 
and all that is within its-magnify his holy koww. 
Bless the Lmrd, O our souls, and, if possible, for- 
get not any of his benefils. We will extol thee, 
O God our King, and we icill praise thy name 
continually. We will give tkcfoks unto Aee, 
OLordf and sing praises unto thynante, Otheu 
I VKst High. Every day will we bless thee. We 
mil shovi forth (% lomng kiiitlness every imnt- 
ing, and ^very night we wHl taik (^ ^ ^iUt- 
fulness. 

The more we contemplate tlie frequent un- 
worthiness of our conduct, the more lively, we 
hope, is our perception of the magnitude of thy 
goodness towards us. We are deeply humbled 
when we think of tite ingratitude and siufiilQC«i^ 
of much of our past behaviour. JIow little, 
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O Lord our God ! hast thou been in our thoughts I 
Childhood and youth have been vanity, and how 
trifling and Irreligious have been the employ- . 
ments of our riper years I How cold and careless 
have been our devotions ! How little have our 
affections been set on heavenly objects! With 
what numerous sins, both of omission and com- 
mission, do our consciences reproach us ! Lord ! 
if thou hadst been strict to mark, and severe 
to punish transgressions, where should we now 
have been! It is of thy mercy, that we have not 
been cut off in the midst of our iniquities. To 
thee, O most gracious Father ! belong mercies 
and forgivenesses ; but unto us, shame and con- 
fusion of face, became we have sirmed against 
thee. 

By thy good hand upon us, O thou who art the 
length of our days and tlie light of our coun- 
tenances! we have been preserved to the present 
moment. Perhaps, for a considerable time yet, 
thou mayest be pleased to continue us in this 
state of probation. To us, however, all this is 
Dtterly unknown. In a very sliort season, our 
days may be nutidiered and finished, and long 
before another birth-day, our place upon earth 
may be known no more. Convinced of this 
solemn truth, may we no longer trifle and hesi- 
tate. Without any delay, may we endeavour to 
rectify what is now wrong : to add as many 
christian attainments as possible to what we 
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alrcad}' possess of the christian character, aiiiJ so 
get ready for the season when an account of ait 
our days, and the manner in which we have 
employed them, will be demanded of us. 

With a solemn and humble con6dencc in thy 
paternal goodness, O thou unchangeable Crea- 
tor and Father of all ! we commit the remnant 
of our time unto thee. Make it longer or shorter, 
as thou seest fit. Under thy direction all must 
be right. Living or dying, may we be the objects 
of thy favour, and the faithful followers of him, by 
whose resurrection from the grave thou hast be- 
gotten us to the lively hope of an inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and thatfadetk not away. 
By him we ascribe unto thee, the God of time 
and eternity, never-ceasing [iraises. Amen. 



ON THE PILGRIMAGE OF LIFE. 

VOL. III. SERMON XVI. 

O THOU King eternal, immortal, ami invisi- 
bte-' of old hast thou laid the Joundations of the 
earth, and (he fieavens are the workmanship if 
thy hands: they shall perish, but thou skall en- 
dure ; yea all of them shall wax old like a gar- 
ment: as a vesture shall thou change them, ami 
they shall be citanged ; but thou art the -same for 
ever, and of thy years there is no end. 
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Wliilc tlu!s, O Jeliovali ! tliou art filling all 
space with tliy presence, and measuring eternity 
by thy duration, how frail and transient are the 
children of men ! Truly, we are only passengers 
through this world. IVe are strangers and so- 
journers with thee, as alt our Jatlters tcere. As 
such an uncertaia and precarious existence is all 
that-belongs to us in this probationary state; as 
we arc merely pilgrims, and have no continuing 
city here below ; may we not suffer any deep- 
rooted affection for any of the shadows of lime 
and sense, to take possession of our nainds, and 
to draw us off from the pursuit of nobler and bet- 
ter tilings. While heaven and eternity are before 
us, may we not prefer the perishing trifles of 
earth and time, and waste those mental energies 
in the pursuit of shadows and the semblances of 
good, which, properly directed, would secure to 
us the possession of immortal felicity. 

As we cannot be ignorant of the changes and 
dangers to which a pilgrimage state is unavoid- 
ably exposed, may we never suspend that holy 
vigilance which it is both our duty and our interest 
to observe. As we know that evil communications 
corrupt, and, frequently, destroy good resolutions 
and habits ; and also, that the children of tftis 
world are, in tJieir generation, more crafty thau 
the children of light; may we be very careful 
what company we keep. May we never wil- 
lingly walk in the counsel oj" the wicked, nor con- 
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tinue in the way of sinners, nor sit in the com~ 
pany of such as are scorners of piety and virtue. 

May that imperfection of knowledge which, 
after all our care to remove it, we often feel, even 
upon important subjects, keep us mcnlest and 
humble. Here we know but in part, and must, 
often, be satisOed with seeing as through a glass, 
darkly. May we never be discontented with 
thee, for not having entrusted us with larger 
portions of information in our present state. 
Enable and incline us, O thou Father of wisdom ! 
honestly to use what knowledge we have, and 
sincerely to rejoice that, in the Gospel of Christ 
Jesus, we are plainly told, that if our pilgrimage 
upon earth be properly spent, we shall, hereafter, 
be fitted for accessions of knowledge, purity, and 
happiness, of which we can note form no con- 
ception. 

May none of the changes to which our present 
wandering state exposes us, terrify us by their 
danger, lead us astray by their seductions, or 
render us so discontented with our condition, 
as to make us murmur at our lot. May we never 
fancy that the mountain of our prosperity stands 
so strong that it cannot be moved. May we, 
vrith a due sense of the instability of all present 
things, be prepared for change ; but, at the same 
time, may a holy confidence in thy goodness, 
aid us in every scene of virtuous exertion; and 
though we cannot command success, enable us 
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to act so as to <leserve it. Our times, O lieavenl j 
Fatlier ! are all in thy hands, and there we re- 
joice to leave them. 

May every step of our pilgrimage on earth, 
bring us so much nearer to, and render us so 
much Gtier for, an abode in tlie heavenly Canaan. 
Hear us, we pray thee, in all our supplications, 
as the disciples of Christ Jesus, by whom we 
ascribe unto thee, as our only Ood and fhther, 
power and glory ft'i ever. Amen. 



AUTUMNAL THOUGHTS. 

VOL. III. SERMON XVH. 

O THOU God of the seasons! who, at the 
creatimi of this wonderful and beautiful globe, 
didst fix those powerful, wise, and salutary laws 
by which all its properties were to be brought 
into exercise, and to prove, throughout all gene- 
rations, the glories of thy preserving and super- 
intending providence ; we desire once more to 
offer thee the tribute of our praise, for having 
conducted us to another autvmn . Day and night , 
summer and winter, seed-time and harvest, are 
all the appointments of thy wisdom and love; 
and, as they return in regular and uninterrupted 
succession, illustrious proofs, that neither thy 
power or faithfulneas can ever fail. These 
grateful and beneficent diaDges have all of them 
a voice full of instructioD to the children of men. 
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It is uot, ii](icet], audible to our bodily ears, but 
if we are not insensible as the clods of the valley, 
and the stones of the Held, it must be heard by 
,our hearts. 

O Thou who art the creator and ruler of all 
rworlds and of alt persons ; the Father of our 
'Spirits as well as the former of our bodies, we 
pray that this divine, universal voice, may be 
heard, and attended to by us. In the revolutions 
of the year, as well as in the objects which we 
see around us, may wo trace thy hand, aud listen 
with reverence and love to ihy paternal admo- 
■^tions. 

We cannot but see that the funeral of another 
^ar, is stealing upon us. The brilliance of sum- 
mer is departed. The leaves are fading and 
falling in every direction. In a little time we 
know they will all disappear. They will be 
trodden into dust, and the places which knew them 
for a short season, and which they so much 
iidorned and beautified, will know them no more. 
In the midst of this season o( Jading and deso/a~ 
tion, may our hearts be seriously but not sadly 
affected. We know that we also, do all fade as 
a leaf. Every autumn that we are permitted to 
witness, brings us so much nearer to the winter 
of life, and to the time in which thou, in whose 
hands our breath is, and whose all our ways are, 
wilt say to us, in the course of nature, thy dayt 
are numbered and finished. 
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Help us, we pray thee, so to anticipate the 
approach of this evening-tide of life, that we may 
be fully prepared for it. Yea, help us, heavenly 
Father ! so to live, that, at whatever period of 
this state of trial we are summoned into thy pre- 
sence, we may be ready, without reluctance or 
dismay, to obey the call. In the whole progress 
of life, be its duration longer or shorter, may a 
spirit of piety and holiness pervade, as much aa 
po.5sible, all our thoughts and actions. The fur- 
ther we advance in our journey, the more of the 
true pilgrim temper may we acquire. May we, 
by bringing forth in rich abundance the fruits of 
holiness, show that we are grafted into C/triat, 
the true vine, and though, in this world, we must 
unavoidably ^^H^e and die, in another, and more 
friendly climate, may our leaf never wither. 

For ever adored be thy name, O thou Father 
of time and eternity! for those glorious hopes 
which the Gospel of thy tvell-beloved Sun sets be- 
fore us. The fading of our brightest prospects, 
the wreck of our fairest hopes, the failing and 
perishing of our mortal frames, are all less than 
nothing, when contrasted with the glories of im- 
mortality. To prepare ourselves for these glo- 
ries, may we often make them the subjects of our 
contemplation. Thus may we strengthen both our 
faith and hope, and derive new motives to an ac- 
tive and faithful discharge of all the duties of our 
Christian profession. Thus, growing in grace^ 
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may we be daily more and more fit for that pure 
and blessed world, where j^rf^w^ and falling are 
utterly unknown. As the disciples of Jesus, we 
pray thee, O Father ! to iconfirm in us every holy 
hope, and to accept fiom us the homage we ren- 
der unto thee by him. Amen. 



PRAYER FOR MARRIED PERSONS. 

VOL. III. SERMON XVIII. 

Almighty and eternal God ! who settest the 
solitary in families^ and hast so formed the hu- 
man heart, that, from virtuous and suitable mar- 
riages, the greatest earthly happiness is likely to 
be produced ; we beseech thee to grant that all 
such as, upon proper motives, and with reason- 
able expectations, have entered, or are about to 
enter, into this honourable state, may be en- 
abled, with perseverance and pleasure, to dis- 
charge its various and important duties. May 
they be truly helps meet for each other. May 
they live in holy love^ that so they may dtccll in 
God, and God in them. May they dwell toge- 
ther in purity and peace, and be rendered the 
happy instruments of promoting each other's sal- 
vation. 

That these great and good ends maybe answered, 
niuy both parties consider what is due to each^ 
and wiiile tUey expect to pre.seivc unimpaired; as 



Prayers for the Tkird Volume f^ Sermons, 259 

far as is possible^ their own rights, may neither of 
them even wish to infringe upon the just claims 
of the other. May a sincere affection ever sub- 
sist between them, and become the solid basis of 
that mutual courtesy and condescension with 
which they uniformly treat each other. Ad the 
best security for the permanence of ihis domestic 
peace, may both husbands and wives give their 
utmost diligence to be at peace, both with them- 
selves, and with thee, their God. May they watch, 
with a truly religious care, over the workings 
of their own spirits, and, on no occasion, give 
way to a peevish, unjust, and contentious temper. 

If, unhappily, disputes shoald arise, may it 
be remembered, that as a soft answer tumetk 
away wrathy the sooner that is resorted to, the 
better. May every contest speedily subside intt) 
a contest who shall be most ready to forget and 
forgive. Thus, O thou God of order and peace ! 
may all clamour and bitterness j and all unkind 
and eeil speaking y be put away from us. May no 
proud and malicious feeling be suffered to dwell, 
for a moment, in our hearts. Remembering that 
we have named the name of Him, who was 
em^eptly the Prince of Peace^ and the Messenger 
of thy divine love to mankind, may it be the 
earnest endeavour of us all to have his peace 
ruling in our hearts, and governing all our con- 
duct. 

May husbands and wives both remember, that 

s2 
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as they are to promote and partake of each other's 
joys, so, also, are they to share in the burdens of 
life. Strengthen and support them, OLord! we 
beseech thee, in all their trials of this kind. 
May each, as they stand in need of it, receive 
from the other, those kind and tender attentions 
which soothe the languors of a sick bed, and 
enable the sufferer, with greater resignation, and 
a holier hope, to submit to the chastisement, and 
acquiesce in all thy will concerning him. Thus 
may they be rendered ministering angels to each 
other, and in the most effectual manner cherish 
those seeds of piety and virtue which shall spring 
up in thy presence above, and, by thine accept- 
ance and blessing, bear immortal fruit. 

Thus, O most holy Father ! may the nearest 
and dearest of earthly unions be sanctified, and 
made the means of preparing us for a world, in 
which, though there will be neither marrying^ 
nor giving in marriage, where the noblest spirit 
of friendship, freed from all weakness and imper- 
fection, and sublimed and purified by the air 
of heaven, shall bloom and flourish for ever. 

Into this divine inheritance, prepared by thee 
for the residence of every virtuous and holy cha- 
racter, may we all be finally admitted, through 
thine infinite grace in Christ Jesus. Amen. 
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ON THE 

DUTIES OF PARENTS AND CHILDREN. 

VOL. 111. SERMON XIX. 

O THOU universal Parent ! who hast appointed 
earthly parents to be the natural guardians and 
instructors of their children ; we pray, that thou 
wouldst enable us, who sustain that honourable 
character, faithfully to discharge its various and 
important duties. 

We thank thee, O most merciful and gracious 
Father! that in this, as well as in a multitude of 
other cases, thou hast rendered the affectionate 
discharge of duty a source of so much pleasure 
and enjoyment to us. May we ensure to our- 
selves the continuance, and even the increase 
of this virtuous pleasure, by a steady perseverance 
in the path of duty and affection, and by every 
exertion, in our power, to promote the present 
and the Jtiture welfare of our dear children. 

Bless, we beseech thee, all our endeavours 
to communicate useful knowledge to our off- 
spring : may we teach them, as soon as possible, 
that they are reasonable and accountable crea- 
tures; that there is a God in the heavens, from 
whom nothing can be concealed, who is watching 
continually their temper and conduct, and to 
whom, in the mrful day of judgment, they must 
give an account of all their behaviour. 
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While we are thus endeavouring to teach our 
children what is their duty, may we not be un- 
niindrul of our owa. May vre take the utmost 
care never to contradict, by our practice, what 
we enforce by our precepts. While we teach our 
children to moderate their desires, and govern 
their passions, may we use onr utmost efforts to 
regulate and subdue our oicn. May we honestly 
try to render thera happy by such a just and 
generous treatment, at all times, as mayconvince 
thera that their happiness is the prevailing object 
ofourvvishesandlabourg. Thus may we be'enabled 
to go on cnir uay rejoicing : doing our duty, 
with fidelity and cheerfulness, and bringing up our 
children, in all holy conversatinn ami godliness. 
May our children, thus brought up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, give us, by their 
dutiful and affectionate attachment, the purest 
and Doblest reward for our love to them. May 
we have the sweet satisfaction of seeing them, 
every day, growing wiser and better. As their 
understandings open, may such objects be pre- 
sented to them as, by thy blessing, raay lead to 
> the formation of virtuous and pious habits, and 
make them feel that the tcays of true icisdom, are 
Kays of pleasantness, and all her patlts, paths of 
peace. 

May our dear children, as they advance in 
years, grow in a cheerful, christian sobriety of 
inind. May they remember thee, their Creator, 
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in the days of their youth y and^ as much as 
possible, be kept from the vanity and the tempta- 
tions to which childhood and youth are more 
especially exposed. May thy word, O heavenly 
Father ! abide in them^ and make them strong 
in Christ Jesus. 

Influenced by motives^ naturally arising from 
our just and kind treatment of them, may we 
find from odr offspring, tjiat reverence, obedience, 
and gratitude, whicli may reasonably be expected 
from them. May nothing, on our parts, diminish 
these feelings in theioi; or lay a just foundation 
for the disaf^ointment of these expectations in 
us. May our commands and requisitions never 
be unjust or unkind. May we remember that 
we were formerly children ourselves ; and what 
we should have thought rigorous and harsh in 
our parents, may we never even wish to exact 
from our children. That >vhich is just and kind, 
may we always endeavour to do. 

Hear us^ O thou eternal Parent ! in these our 
humble supplications ; forgive all the transgres- 
aions of which we sincerely repent^ and conduct, 
both us and our children, we pray thee^ to thine 
everlasting kingdom in Christ Jesus, Amen, 
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ON THE 

>- DUTIES OF MASTERS AND SERVANTS. 

VOL. III. SERMON XX. 

Most glorious and adorable Jehovah, supreme 
Master and Lord of alt mankind ! Thou hast 
made of one blood, all the nations and indivi- 
duals of the human race ; but, at the same time, 
it has pleased thee to make many distinctions 
between them. All are thy children and ser- 
vants, and thou doest whatsoever it pleaseth thee 
to each of them. Thine appointments are aa 
uncontroulable as they are wise and good ; and 
there is none, either in heaven or upon earth, 
who can, or ought to say unto thee, what doest 
thou, or wlierefore doest thou so? 

Amongst the providentiat difTerenoes which 
take place here below, that of masters and ser- 
vants is both extensive and important. Assist 
us, we pray thee, O thou blessed and only 
Potentate ! to which ever of these classes we be- 
long, to discharge, with diligence, and, as living 
constantly under thine eye, the duties required of 
us. May integrity and uprightness regulate the 
' proceedings of both parties. May authority, 
while it is exercised with firmness, be tempered 
with kindness. May obedience be yielded, not 
with servility and reluctance, but with a cheerful 
and ready mind. 
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May we, as servants, be honest and faithful in 
all that we undertake : remembering that we 
cannot deceive thee, our lieavenly Lord and 
Master, may we never try to deceive thosej in 
whose service we are employed upon earth. 
May our behaviour be, at all times, modest and 
respectful. May no impertinent language escape 
from our lips. May our time, as far as is really 
necessary, be employed iu our masters' service. 
May we take the utmost care we can of the pro- 
perty with which we are entrusted. May we 
neither steal nor waste it ourselves, nor, willingly, 
suffer it to be stolen, or wasted by others. May 
we never stoop to the meanness of a lie, to hide 
or palliate any fault we may have committed, 
and thus increase our guilt in thy sight, from 
whom nothing can be concealed. May we be 
truly conscientious in all that we do or say ; and 
may we do and say every thing in a religious 
singleness of heart, not with mere eye service, as 
men-pleasers, but as the servants of Christ, doing 
thy will, O God, from the heart. Thus may we 
show all good fidelity, and a^om and recommend 
the doctrine of oar Lord and Saviour, in all things. 
As masters and mistresses, may we give to aU 
our servants that which is just and equal, under 
the constant recollection, that we also have a 
Master in heaven, and that, with thee, there is no 
respect of persons. 
May we frequently, in idea, change places 
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with our servants; and whatever we could rea- 
sonably expect from them, in such a change of 
circumstances, may we uniformly and cheerfully 
I ipBut to them. May we scrupulously perform all 
I" ■the promises which we may make to them ; and 
[■•with fidelity and punctuality pay their wages, 
" 'fccd whatever other demands they may have 
upon us. 

May we never forget, that neither their In- 
terests nor ours are coniined to the present life. 
'"They, as well as we, are to live beyond the 
grave. They have solemn and serious duties 
to perform towards thee, their God and Father. 
May we never make such unrighteous demands 
■upon tlieir time and stren(/ffi, as to incapacitate 
them for the discharge of these divine duties. 
If they are ignorant of their duty to thee, may 
we do our best to remove that ignorance; and so 
fit them, as well as ourselves, for the account 
which we must all licreafler give at thy righteous 
and impartial tribunal, of the manner in wbidt 
we have lived and died. Grant, O thou great 
Searcher of hearts ! that we may all be able, then, 
to stand undismayed before thee. We humbly 
nsk it as the disciples of Christ Jesus. Ameu, 
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ON DAVID'S CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 

VOL. III. SERMON XXI. 

Most holy and blessed, most adorable and 
merciful God our father ! It is our most solemn 
duty, and our highest happiness, to love and obey 
thee^ Thou art the guide of our youthy the pro- 
tector of our riper years, and the support of our 
old age. We come into being at thy command. 
We live by thy permission, and are continually 
upheld by thy power. By thy bounty all our 
wants are supplied. By thy compassion our 
frailties and sins are not visited with severity ; 
and by thy grape, the transgressions which we 
really wish and endeavour to forsake, are all 
forgiven. 

In the multitude of thy mercies, we are once 
more calling on thy name, and we trust that, tn 
simplicity and godly sincerity^ we desire to wor- 
ship and honour thee aright. May we be deeply 
impressed with an holy reverence of thy perfec- 
tions, and of the several relations which thou art 
pleased to permit us to claim with thee, our 
creator and father. Thou art not only our God, 
but the God of our fathers : from them, we have 
heard of thy power, wisdom, and goodness. They 
have told us of thy providential dealings* with 
them and their ancestors ; and they have placed, 
\n our h0.nds, those oracles of divine truth and 
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love, which were the directories of their steps in 
the most perplexed, as well as the plainest paths 
of the journey of life; and the solace of their 
hearts in the cloudiest, as well as the brightest 
portiooB of their way. 

For these words of truth and salvatioo, O thou 
unchangeable Parent of light and love! we now 
render thee the tribute of unfeigned gratitude. 
And we earnestly pray, that the information thus 
communicated, may have the most powerful and 
salutary effect upon us. May we practically 
know thee, the Lord God of our fathers ; may we 
serve thee with a perfect heart, and a ■willing 
mind; remembering always, that thou searchest 
all hearts, and understandest all the imaginations 
of the thoughts. 

May we have such an abiding conviction, that 
if we seek thee, thou wilt be/bund of us; but that 
if we forsake thee, thou wilt cast us off'; that we 
may persevere in the path of duty and obedience. 

May our consistent and truly religious beha- 
viour, have the most beneficial effect upon the 
young and rising generatioji. Assist us, O thou 
God of the spirits of all flesh ! in the government 
of our spirits. May the young see as little con- 
tradiction as possible, between our precepts aod 
example. While we exhort them to know the 
Lord God of their fathers, may they never see 
us living as without thee in the world. While 
we tell them, that no thought or imagination can 
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be concealed from thee, and that, hereafter, every 
thought and action will be examined at thy 
righteous tribunal ; may our conduct be uniformly 
such as to prove our belief of these solenm truths ; 
and the sincerity of our endeavours to live under 
their influence. , 

Confirm, we pray thee, the hearts of the young ^ 
in an earnest desire and endeavour to seek an 
interest in thy favour, as the only thing which 
can make them truly and permanently hs^y. 
May they be, at the same time, firmly persuaded 
that nothing but real moral goodness can secure 
this favour, and that as they sow naWf they must 
expect to reap hereafter. Under the influence 
of these rational and scriptural motives, may 
they steer their course through a tempting and 
ensnaring world, that they may escape^ in a 
happy degree, the pollutions which are in it, and 
be large sharers in that heavenly wisdom, which 
conducts its possessors, by thy grace, as mani- 
fested in the Gospel of Christ Jesus, to eternal 
life. Through him^ as the appointed way to this 
life^ we ascribe unto thee, as the King and Fa- 
llier of eternity, glory and dominion for ^ver. 
Amen. 
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ON UNXTARIAJSISM. 
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VOL. III. SERMON XXII. 

O THOU blessed and only potentate! Thou 
art the onl^ true and living God. Thou hast 
no partners in thj throne. Among the gods there 
is none tike unto thee, O Lord^ neither are there 
any works like unto thy works, /or thou art great 
and doest wondrous things ; thou art God alone. 
We give thee most untuigned thanks, that 
when idolatry had overspread almost all the 
earth, and even thy chosen people the Jews, had 
so corrupted their way as to hold the trtith id 
unrighteousaesa, thou didst raise up, and com- 
missJOD Jesus of Nazareth t« restore just notions 
of thee, and thy governmeut in the world; and 
thus become not only the glory of Israel, but a 
light to lighten the Gentiles, and an instructor, 
and Saviour to ail the ends of the earth. 

We further thank thee, O thou glorioiLs and 
unchangeable God, who art the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever! that when the pure and 
holy doctrines of Jesus were most grossly be- 
trayed and corrupted by almost all his followers^ 
thou didst, in all ages, preserve some from this 
contagion ; and thus keep unextinguished the 
taper of scriptural truth amongst mankind. We 
bless thy holy name, that we live in an age, and 
country, iu nhich those unjust and bloody mea- 
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sures which for so long a season, were adopted 
to crush the progress of free inquiry ^ and put a 
stop to the efforts which were made by the friends 
of piety and truth to restore to the church of 
Christ, the rights of which it had been basely 
and barbarously deprived, are no longer per«- 
mitted. 

Assist thy servants, we beseech thee, to stand 
fast in that freedom which the Gospel has con- 
ferred upon them. May Christian idolaJtry be 
speedily and utterly extirpated. May those false 
and mistaken notions of thee, our heavenly Father ; 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and of the plan and 
terms of salvation proposed in his Gospel, which 
have crept into the creeds of a vast majority of hL» 
followers, be speedily and universally abandoned. 

May the glorious and important doctrines of 
thy UNITY and love be every where promulgated 
and understood ; so that thy name may be one, 
and thy praise one^ throughout all the earth. 

May the nature and mission of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, be properly understood and acknowledged 
in all his churches. While we receive him bb 
thy divinely inspired prophet, and thy welLbeloved 
Son full of grace and truth, may we never 
associate him with thee, in our acts of religious 
worship, or give unto him that homage which is 
due to thee alone, and which thou hast declared, 
thou wilt not give to another. Nothing, we are 
persuaded^ can be more grievous or oifensive to 
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his holy and humble spirit, than to have been thus 
misunderstood. 

May thy righteous and merciful patemai cha- 
racter be every where felt and acknowledged. 
May we never fancy that any thing wag required 
by thee, to induce thee to shew mercy to a peni- 
tent einoer, but his own repentance and reforma- 
tion. The only sacrifices which thou reqnirest, 
are those of a broken and contrite heart ; and 
such thou wilt never reject. 

May we never think to excuse our omissions 
of duty, or our commissions of sin, by supposing 
that the nature which thou liast given to us, is 
incapable of the exertions necessary for this pur- 
pose. On the contrary, may we strive earnestly 
to enter in ai the strait gate. Walking not after 
ike flesh, but after the spirit, may we bring forth 
abundantly the fruits of holiness. While we 
enjoy with moderation and gratitude the blessings 
of the present life, may our supreme regards and 
affections be set upon the blessings of the life to 
come; may we seek those things which are above, 
where Christ sitteth at thy right hand. 

May we acquire, in this our state of probation, 
as much of his image as possible, and hereafter 
may v/esee him as he is, and dwell with him, in 
thy presence for ever. By him we ascribe unto 
thee, the only God, honour and praise for ever. 
Amen. 
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ON THE MISSION OF CHRIST. 

VOL. III. SERMON XXllI. 

God of glory, and God of grace, as "frail and 
sinfiil creatures, coDscious of numerous transgres- 
sions, and convinced that to thine original and 
continued love it is, that we are indebted for our 
preservation from day to day ; with all humility 
and self-abasement we prostrate ourselves in thy 
presence, and adore thee, as the only Fountain 
of that grace in which we, and all mankind, live 
and move, and have our being. 

As moral and accountable creatures, we praise 
thee, for those discoveries of thy mind and will, 
which, at different times, and in divers manners, 
thou hast made known to the human race. As in 
ages past, thou didst speak ttnto thefaUiers by the 
prophets, we thank thee, that in these latter days 
thou art speaking tons, in the Gospel o( thy well- 
beloved Son. We bless thee, especially, that it 
contains such a declaration as this, tiiaX Jesus the 
Christ was sent into the world to save sinners. 

While we are thankful for the encouragement 
thus held out to the truly penitent, may we never 
turn this doctrine of grace, into a doctrine of 
licentiousness. Thou art a holy and righteous, 
as well as a merciful and compassionate God. 
Thou hatest iniquity, and those who love and 
indulge it, can never be acceptable to thee. To 
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obtain a complete victory over moral and spi- 
ritual evil, and entirely to eradicate the love of 
sin from the heart of man, we believe to be the 
great object of the Gospel of Jesus ; and we 
heartily pray that this great object may be ful- 
[ died in us. May we never so unreasonably and 
tiogratefully abuse thy forbearance and love, as 
to continue in sin because grace has bo cAounded 
towards us. 

Thus far, O thou Preserver, as well as Creator 
of man! we are all monuments of thy sparing and 
bestowing favour. Every day thou art showering 
blessings upon us, and every night thou art 
spreading a shield over us. Thy providential 
care is never intermitted. The means of grace, 
and the hopes of glory, are in rich abundance 
bestowed upon us. Lord ! what shall we, what 
can we, render unto thee /or all thy benefits? 

Whatever has been our behaviour hithCTto, 
may we, from this time, walk as blamelessly, and 
as completely as possible, in all thy holy com- 
mandments. May the pure precepts of the Gospel 
be our guide, and the perfect exampleof the holy 
Jesus, our pattern and stimulus in all our future 
path. 

In this Gospel, adored be thy name, thou ait 
reconciling the world unto thyself, and showing 
to all mankind the way of salvation — How wise 
and righteous, how just and rational, O most 
gracious God and Father! are the terms and 
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conditions, with which we are called upon to 
comply, that we may inherit eternal life! O grant 
that we may never be so unjust to thee, and 
ourselves, as to refuse a compliance with them. 
Thankful that pardon is thus promised upon re- 
pentance and reformation ; may we, without any 
delay, confess and forsake our sinsj and by the 
alacrity and steadiness, the cheerfulness, and 
fulness of our obedience, show how sensible we 
are, (^ the Jreeness and richness of thy grace. 
Thus may we be rescued from all that has been 
vain and worthless in our former conversation, 
become a purified and peculiar people, zealous of 
good works, and, as our state (Atrial is drawing 
to a close, find ourselves growing more and more 
fit for our lieavcnly infieritance. We ask all, as 
the disciples of Christ Jesus the Son of thy love, 
and by him, we olfer unto thee, the God of lofse, 
glory and praise for ever. Amen. 



ON LOVE TO CHRIST, THOUGH UNSEEN. 

VOL. 111. SERMON XXIV. 

O THOU, who in the course of thy wise and 
righteous Providence, art often calling upon thy 
creatures for the exercise of faith and confidence ; 
and especially as to things which, at present, are 
future and unseen, we pray that our faith may 
never so fail us, as to shake our belief in the 
t2 
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declarations of thy word, or the history and doc- 
trines of our Lord Jesus Christ, whom, though 
unseen, it is of such vital importance to us to 
honour and love. 

May we be, at all times, so sensible of the 
necessity of cherishing in our minds a lively 
remembrance of the character and precepts of 
our avowed Lord and Master, that we may take 
the natural and proper measures for that pur- 
pose. May we frequently and attentively read 
those records of him, which, in the New Testa- 
ment, have been communicated to us. May we 
consult those prophetic declarations concerning 
him, to which he and his Apostles constantly 
appealed, that we may see how evidently he was 
the long-predicted Messiah. May we, as a further 
proof of his divine mission, trace him, in the exer- 
cise of those miraculous powers with which he was 
furnished by thee, above all preceding prophets. 
May we closely observe him in all his labours 
of fidelity and love, from the moment when, 
at his baptism, he was declared, by a voice from 
heaven, to be thy well-beloved Son, to that, in 
which, upon the cross, he said, // is finished, and 
bowed his head and died. May we also, with 
a believing joy, contemplate the glorious tri- 
umph which so soon followed this scene of sorrow 
and dismay. We now again bless thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth ! that thou didst raise 
this Jesus of Nazareth from the grave ; at the 
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end of forty days take him op into heaven ; con- 
stitute him the sole head of hia church, and ap- 
point him to be the future Judge of mankind. 
By frequently reviewing and meditating upon 
these facts and doctrines, may we fortify our faith, 
and be able, with affection and full conviction, 
to say, with respect to our blessed Lord and 
Master, tehomy having not seen, tee love, and in 
whom, though we see him not, yet believing, we 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory. 

May we always, however, bear it in mind, 
that unless we kts practical followers of Jesus, 
the most vivid and grateful remembrance of him 
will be of no service. If we are to receive the 
end of our faith, even the salvation of our souls, 
we must be actuated by the same spirit of piety, 
holiness, and benevolence, which was in him. 
Thy glory we must always consult. In the path 
of duty we must habitually walk. The self- 
denials which a steady adherence to truth and 
virtue will expose us to, we are cheerfully to 
encounter. Thy holy and righteous command- 
ments we arc unreservedly to obey, 

O thou, by whose power and providence we 
are what we are! we pray that thou wouldst 
assist us in acting up to all the moral convictions 
of our minds, and in copying, as closely as pos- 
sible, the |»wre ea:amp/e which, in the whole life 
of Jesus, is set before us. May we never forget 
tbe. simple but comprehensive ma.\im, that our 
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faith is to be estimated, both in kind and degree, 
by the fruit it produces. May we not deceive 
ourselves; but knowing- that he who doeth righte- 
ousness is righteoTis, in simplicitt/ and godly sin- 
cerity, may we have our fruit unto holiness, and 
thus labour to approve ourselves to thee, and to 
the coDsciences of all who know us, in thy sight. 
As the disciples of an unseen Saviour, we ask 
every blessing, and by him we ascribe unto 
thee, the invisible God, praise and g'ory for 
evef. Amen. 



ON A NEW YEAR. 

VOL. HI. SERMON XXV. 

Almighty and eternal God! thou art per- 
fectly immutable. Thy kingdom is an ever- 
lasting kingdom, and thy dominion endureth 
throughout all generations. Change and decay 
belong only to us thy creatures ; with thee there 
is no change. Thou hast neitfier beginning of 
days, nor end of years. With us, one generation 
passeth away, and another cometh, but old and 
neto, arc terras which can never be applied to 
thee, for thou art the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. 

It has pleased thee, Creator and Sovereign of 
all things! to bring us to the beginning of a new 
year, a year which i^ now, for the first time, 
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dawning upon the world. We have seen the 
last year, with all its joys and sorrows; with all 
its successes and disappointments ; with all its 
virtues and its crimes ; swept into the tide of 
oblivion, and carried on into the ocean of eter- 
nity. All the events of that period, as to this 
frail and probationary state, are denominated old 
things, and have for ever passed away. 

What millions of beings who, at the beginning 
of the last year, were crouding the stage of life, 
acting their parts in the several depaitmeitts of 
society, and giving pain or pleasure to those with 
whom they were connected, have now had their 
days numbered and finished, and are sleeping 
beneath the clods of the earth : and what millions 
of our species are there, who, now full of health 
and vigour, will, ere the year closes, be carried 
to their long home. 

In the midst of this scene of constant vicissi- 
tude, this alternation of life and death, may we, 
O thou Creator and Preserver of mankind ! so 
number our own days, as to apply our hearts 
to true wisdom. 

With the old year, may we put off our old 
follies and sins, and take the utmost care that, 
in future, we do not contract new ones. If, un- 
happily, we have formed any evil habits, may 
we exert ourselves with so much the greater 
earnestness, to weaken and overcome them, — 
Convinced that yielding to our sensual appetites 



J 



280 Prayers for the Third Volume of Sermons. 

and passions, whatever momentary gratifications 
they may produce, can only lead to shame and 
remorse here, and to a dreadful weight of punish- 
ment hereafter; may we resolutely withstand 
their seductions, and maintain over them the 
empire of reason and religion. 

As a new portion of time is now opening upon 
us, may we not only form, but carry into effect, 
new resolutions of improvement and virtue in 
time to come. 

As we are wholly ignorant, though we have 
seen the beginning of this year, whether we shall 
live to the end of it, may we lose no time in 
pushing our good purposes into act. The pre- 
sent-moment is all that we can call our own. 
What is past can never be recalled, what is 
future, may, to us, never come. Assist us, there- 
fore, we pray thee, O thou by whom all our time, 
as well as all our talents, are communicated ! to 
apply ourselves, without the smallest delay, to 
this great and good work. May we, henceforth, 
make no provision for the fiesh, to fulfill its 
inordinate lusts and desires, but put on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. May we be clothed with hnmility 
and love ; may we walk in purity and sanctifica- 
tion, and be, every day, getting more ready for 
that last day, which we know cannot be very for 
from any of us. 

May we so conduct ourselves, as to be able to 
lay aside alt anxiety an to the duration of life. 
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and to feel an increase of that holy resignation 
and confidence with which we can say, without 
the slightest reserve or hesitation, Father, thy 
u>iU,and not mine, be done. Thus may we imitate - 
that meek and holy Saviour, by whom we draw 
~ nigh unto thee, and, as the God of time and 
eternity, bless thee for ever and ever. Amen. 



CONDITIONS OF PARDON TO SINNERS. 

VOL. III. SBKHON XXVI. 

O THOU God of purity and truth ! in thy sight 
we are told, the heavens themselves are not clean, 
thou chargest even thine angels with folly. How 
much more, then, must we, the frail children of 
men, who are so often offending and coming 
short of thy giory, be obnoxious to thy righteous 
displeasure. We confess, O Lord ! that it is 
entirely owing to thy forbearance and compas- 
sion, that we have not, long ago, been consumed. 
We have so trifled with thy grace, and out of the 
evil treasure of our hearts, brought forth so many 
evil things, that our iniquities are more numerous 
than the hairs of our head. Our pride and pas- 
sion, our covetousness and love of the world, have 
led us shamefully astray from thee, and from thy 
ways. We have minded the things of the flesh 
more than the things of the spirit. We have 



^ 



L 



282 Prayers for tke Tliird Volume of Sermons. 

sinned against light and knowledge. We have 
been practically deceiving ourselves, and we 
have, too often, acted as if we could deceive thee. 
While we have forgotten and ueglected thee 
in private, in public we have pretended to give 
thee the glory Hue unto thy Name. We liave 
come before thee, as thy people come, and have 
sat before thee as thy people sit, and we have 
heard thy words when our hearts liave, at the 
same time, been going after our covetousness, or 
wandering, with the eyes of the foot, to the re- 
motest parts of the earth. Thus, O Father ! and 
in a multitude of other ways, we have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sight. We have 
forfeited all claim to thy favour, and wcrt thou 
to cast us for ever from thee, we dare not say 
that more than a just punishment had been in- 
flicted upon us. 

Adored be thy name, however, thou hast not, 
even afler all our folly and criminality, led us 
without hope. Thou hast graciously assured us, 
that though they who cover tkeif sins shall not 
prosper, yet those that confess and forsake them, 
shall find mercy ; for this, O thou inexhaustible 
Source of grace and love! shall every humble 
penitent pray unto thee, t'n a tim£ when thou 
mayeat be found. 

While, however, with the deepest self-abase- 
ment, we confess our sins, may we guard against 
the fatal delusion, that confession is all that is 
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required of us. If we do not/brsake as well as 
confess our sins, we are persuaded there is no 
hope of pardon for us. Thou art requiring, and 
requiring justly, the sacrifices of a broken and 
a contrite heart, and where the sincerity of such 
sacrifices is proved, by a really holy life and con- 
versation, thou art graciously declaring from 
heaven, thy dwelling-place, that to this man thou 
wilt look who is poor and humble, of a broken 
and a contrite spirit, to revive the spti^t of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
For this, and for all those gracious encou- 
ragements which thou art giving in thy word, 
even to the greatest sinners, to repent of their 
transgressions, we now offer thee our most hum- 
ble and hearty thanks. We praise thee, espe- 
cially, for the Gospel of Jesus Christj in which 
thy placable and paternal character is so pre- 
eminently illustrated and set forth. May we 
embrace, with the most lively gratitude, those 
kind and Just terms upon which salvation is there 
offered to mankind. May we cheerfully take the 
yoke of Christ upon our shoulders, that thepeace 
of Christ may take possession of our hearts. 
May the pure and divine hope that is thus set 
before us, enable us to deny ungodliness and every 
worldly lust. May it kilt every seed of sin in our 
hearts, make usconquerori^ over every temptation, 
and produce in us a prevailing conformity to the 
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whole example of our blessed Lord and Master. 

By him we ascribe unto thee, the Fountain of 

, purity and love, never-ceasing praises. Ameo. 



ON THE CHRISTIAN NAME. 

VOL. III. SEKMON XXVII. 

O THOiT- Almighty Creator! who didst ori- 
rginally say, let there be light, and there rcas light ; 
'"we adore thee as the origin and end of all things. 
Thou art truly the first and the last. By thee 
rthe heavens and the earth were brought into 
"existence, and upon thee, they, and all their in- 
habitants, continually depend. For thy good 
pleasure they are, and were created, and so long 
as to thy wisdom it seems proper, they will con- 
tinue to be. Both soul and body, O Lord, are 
thine. Our mental and spiritual, as well as our 
bodily powers, are thy workmanship, and thou 
art providing, out of thine own inexhaustible 
fullness, for the supply of all our wants. 

As the God, both of time and eternity, thou 
art keeping the times and the seasons entirely 
in thine own power ; and, at the most proper 
season, thou art causing every event to take 
place, and every individual, who is, more or less, 
to be instrumental in the improvement of man- 
kind, to make his appearance amongst them. 
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We once more thank thee, O thou Father of 
lights ! that, in the fullness of time, thou didst 
raise up Jesus of Nazareth, and send him forth 
into the world as thy divinety-cooimissioned Son 
and Prophet, to proclaim the glad tidings of par- 
don and salvation, not to the Jews only, but to 
all the inhabitants of the earth. 

We thank thee, O thou sovereign Lord of Pro- 
vidence! for that evidently divine power, by 
which the holy religion of Jesus was established 
ID the world; and we now look back to the time 
when, in the city of Antioch, his disciples were 
known by the proper and distinguishing name of 
Christians. That was, indeed, a most illustrious 
season ; then the disciples were of one heart and 
one spirit. They gloried in the Cross of Christ, 
and they showed their loVe to their Lord and 
Master, by obeying his reiterated injunctions, 
and heartily loving each other. 

May this Christian and fraternal spirit, O thou 
God of peace, and lover of concord ! revive and 
flourish amongst us. Forgive, we beseech thee, 
O our common father! the numerous divisions 
which subsist in our times ; and that bitter, and 
utterly unchristian temper which isj so often, 
widening our breaches, and aggravating, instead 
of healing our contentions. O grant, that a real 
desire of peace and love may arise in all parties ; 
and that the only strife between us may be, who 
shall be most ready to give up obnoxiotts phrases, 
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aad ititricate and clashing opinions, for the general 
good. Where we cannot conscientiou&iy make 
such sacrifices as these, may we agree to differ, 
and show that our speculative notions have not 
destroyed what is of so much greater consequence, 
our Christian meekness and love. 

May we never forget, O thou God and father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ! what solemn moral 
obligations, the avowal of this holy and honour- 
able name, brings us under. The mere name of 
Christians, if we do not discharge the duties 
implied in it, we know, will only expose us so 
much the more to thy righteous displeasure. 
May this consideration, so powerfully operate 
upon us, that, in future, whatever we may have 
already dtme, we may adorn the name we bear, 
and prove, to all about us, that a real Christian 
is the truest friend both of God and man ; that 
he sanctifies thee, the Lord God, in his heart, and 
Btaiccs cooacience of the &ithful discharge of 
evecy personal, relative, and social duty. Thus, 
O thou Searcher of all hearts ! may we be atJe, 
at all times, to approve ourselves unto thee, and 
through thine infinite mercy in Christ Jeaus, 
may we fjoally enter thy heavenly kingdom. 
Araeo. 



OCCASIONAL PRAYERS, 

TO BE USED WITH ANY OF THE OTHER FORMS, AS 
CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRE. 



ON GOING A JOURNEY. 

Almighty and most merciful God! the pre- 
server of al! tliy creatures, in all our journeyings, 
we beseech thee, to keep us in the way that we 
go. Take thy servant, now going to a distance 
from us, into thy holy care. Preserve him, if it 
please thee, from danger, and especially from all 
moral evil. Succeed him, if it be proper, in all 
his lawful and honourable undertakings, and 
finally bring him to thine everlasting kingdom 
and glory. 



WHEN A JOURNEY IS TAKEN FOR THE 
RESTORATION OF HEALTH. 

O THOU in whose bands are the issues of life 
and of death ! and who, amongst other means of 
restoring healUi where it has been interrupted, 
hast often I'endered a temporary change of resi- 
dence a means of doing it ; we pray thee to 
render such a change beneficial, in the present 
case. May thy servant find it so followed with 
thy blessing, that his weak frame may be strength- 
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ened ; and that instead of languor and pain, ease 
and health may be his portion ; and above all 
things, we pray that his soul may prosper and be 
in health. 



ON GOING A VOYAGE. 

All glorious and eternal God, who rulesttbe 
raging of the sea, and stillest the wildest tumults 
of the winds and the waves, receive thy servant, 
we beseech thee, under thine Almighty protec- 
tion ; preserve him from the dangers of the sea, 
and the attempts of wicked and unreasonable 
men; and restore him, in due time, to his native 
country, to enjoy the fruits of his honest industry, 
and to celebrate thy praise, and live to thy glory. 



FOR SICKNESS IN A FAMII-Y. 



Look down with compassion, O thou iu 
whose hands health and sickness, life and death 
are deposited, and be merciful to this family into 
which thou hast permitted sickness to entcE. 
Graciously uphold thy servant under this afflict- 
ing dispensation. By the sickness of the body, 
and the sadness of the countenance, may the 
heart be made better. Make alt his bed in 
his sickness, and raise him up again, that he 
may recover strength be/ore he goes hence, and 



H 



Occasional Prayers. 289 

is no more seen. Direct to, and bless the means 
of relief. May every affliction be sanctified, and 
rendered subservient to our preparation for an 
entrance into that happy state where neither sin 
nor suffering shall ever enter. 



WITH A SICK PERSON. 

ABRIDGED FROM DR. ESTLIN. 

Almighty and most merciful Father ! thou 



art a God alUsufficieut, and possessed of every 
perfection proper to engage our love^ and en- 
courage our confidence. We can be in no cir- 
cumstances of distress in which thou art not able 
to support and deliver us. Thou art a present 
help in every time of our need. 

We are sensible, that nothing befalleth us but 
under thine appointment or permission, and that 
thou never orderest any thing but what is abso- 
lutely for the best. We desire, therefore, to sub- 
mit ourselves entirely to thy will, and to ac- 
quiesce in all the dispensations of thy providence 
concerning us. 

We praise thee, that thou hast encouraged us 
to come unto thee in all our distresses ; and in 
every thing, by prayer and supplication, to make 
our requests known unto thee. We address thee, 
at this time, on behalf of thine afflicted servant 
before thee. Pardon, O Lord ! his [or her] sins, 
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and speak peace to his sou). May a humble 
consciousness of his own integrity, a well- 
grounded sense of thy favour, and the firm hope 
of everlasting happiness, enable him to bear his 
present aflliction with Christian fortitude and 
patience. 

Strengthen his faith in thee, and in thy sove- 
reign goodness. May he regard his aflliction as 
the chastening of a tender father, intended for 
his bene^t. May it confirm his faith, patience, 
and resignation. May it wean his affections, 
more and more, from earthly things, and engage 
him to raise his desires and hopes to a better 
world. 

We are sensible, O Lord! that we are ill 
qualified to judge what is best for ourselves, or 
for one another : whether health or sickness, life 
or death. But it is our highest happiness, that 
all our affairs are determined by thee. With 
that deference, therefore, to thine infinite wisdom 
and goodness, which becomes us, we pray that 
thou wouldest ease the pains of thy servant, and 
restore him to health, to the comfortable enioy- 
ment of life, and to his family and friends, if it 
be thy blessed will. 

But if thou seest that it will be best for him 
to order it otherwise, O grant that, while he 
lives, he may live to thy glory; and that, when 
he dies, he may die in thy favour. 

We beseech thee, O Lord ! to keep him in a 
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comfortable frame of mind. Fortify him agsdnst 
the fears of death; and'enabie him to expect his 
dissolution with that constancy of mind, and that 
pious resignation, which becomes ^ ChrisUan. < 

And grant, O most merciful Father! that, 
whenever it shall please thee to remove him out 
of this world, he may be received to thy presence, 
where there is fullness of joy ; and be placed at 
thy right hand, where there are pleasures for ever- 
more. All we humbly ask in the name of Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in whom thou art fecooi^Ung 
the world unto thyself, "by whom thou hast 
abolished death, and brought immortality to 
light 

Now unto Um wko isable to Jbeepng/rom/kU^ 
ing, and to present usjimltless hefare the presemce 
cf his glory with eaoceeding joy ; to the 0nUywi9e 
Ood^ be honour and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and for ever« Amen. 



FOR A SICK CHILD. 

O THOU universal Parent! by whon health 
and sickness, life and death are af^piMiited, in 
infinite wisdom and love, to all thy ciealnies; 
we beseech thee to i^egard with compaasioii our 
dear diild, at present under an afflictive vis^- 
tion; if it please thee, O faeavenlj Faffaer, may 
the means adopted for the ranioval of its eom- 
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plaints be so followed by thy blessing, as to be 
rendered completely successful. We ask it for 
thine infinite mercy's sake, and as the disciples 
of our Lord J-wus Christ. Amen. 



FOR A SICK SERVANT. 

Ever blessed and sovereign Lord our God, 
- by whom the different ranks in society are ap- 
pointed ; we present our prayers to thee at this 
time inbehalf of our servant, upon whom it hath 
pleased thee to lay thine afflicting hand. Grant, 
if it please thee, that he [or she] may soon be 
restored to health and usefulness again ; and 
may we all, aa thy servants, be sensible of our 
entire dependence on thee, our sovereign Lord 
and Master, and in sickness and health, be wholly 
resigned to thy will, and cheerfully obedient to 
thy holy commands. Hear us, we pray thee, as 
the disciples of thy well-beloved Son, by whom 
we ascribe nnto thee, blessing and glory for ever. 
Amen. 



ON THE DEATH OF A CHILD. 

O THOO whose sole prerogative it is, to wocutd 
and to heal, to communicate life, or to take it 
away! Whether giving or resuming, thou art 
equally wise, just and good. Enable us, we 
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beseech thee> to submit to this bereaving dis- 
pensation with the dispositions of dutiful children. 
We k^ow that we are all absolutely at thy dis- 
posal, and thou knowest much better than we do, 
what will contribute to our greatest good. May 
the removal of our children, those dear parts of 
ourselves, only wean us from our undue attach- 
ment to present things, and quicken our prepara- 
tion for our own removal, whenever it shall please 
thee to call us out of time into eternity ; and may 
the taking away of some of our blessings, render 
us more thankful for^ and more sensible of^ the 
value of such as are left to us. We offer every 
supplication to thee, as the disciples, and in the 
name of the blessed Jesus. Amen. 



ON THE DEATH OF A FRIEND. 

O THOU in whose hands our lives and all our 
circumstances are ! out of the depths of affliction 
and sorrow, do we now lift up pur voices and 
our hearts unto thee. In the midst of life we 
are in death : and when our appointed hour draws 
nigh, we know that we must return to that dust 
from which we are all taken. Prepare us, O 
most merciful Creator and Father, for this awful 
event, and grant that the [sudden] departure of 
our friends and fellow-travellers out of life, may 
remind us of the extreme uncertainty of our own 
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continuance in this probationary state. Maj we 
so live, that we may never be afraid to die. Thus 
naay every instance of mortality, and especiaUy 
the removal of any of our friends be sanctified to 
us, and rendered a warning to us to get our 
accounts ready for that solemn tribunal at which 
we must all be finally examined and judged. 
May the present mournful event especially, be 
so improved by us, that we may closely consider 
our ways, and apply our Jtearts unto wisdom. 
As there is neither knowledge nor device in the 
grave to which we are going, wftatsoever our 
hand findeth to do, may we do it with alt our 
might. May we seriously endeavour to live to 
thy glory, so that when we lie down in the grave, 
we may rest in peace, and be finally admitted, 
through thine abundant mercy in Christ Jesus, 
into thine everlasting kingdom. Amen. 



ON OCCASION OF A MARRIAGE. 



Almighty God! who hast appointed suitable 
and virtuous marriages as the most honourable 
and important institution of human life, and hast 
pronounced thy blessing upon it, we now com- 
mend to thy protection and favour, these tliy 
servants, who have just entered into this holy 
and endearing union. May they be helps meet 
for each other, and by tlieir just and aHeclioDate 
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conduct, secure those various comforts which the 
marriage connexion is calculated to produce. 
We humbly ask it as the disciples of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



FOR A SAFE DELIVERY. 

O THOU who art the Creator and Preserver 
of thy children ! and especially a very present 
help in all seasons of apprehension or danger ; we 
beseech thee, graciously to regard thine hand- 
maid, who is drawing near to the time of child- 
birth. '^ Preserve her from all distressing fears; 
make her the joyful mother of a living child ; and, 
in due season restore her to health and strength ; 
that she may long live to be a blessing to her 
family and friends, and to manifest her thankful- 
ness for thy saving mercy." Amen. 



ON THE 

DEATH OF A PARENT, OR HEAD OF A FAMILY. 

Almighty Parent and Lord of all thy crea- 
tures ! at whose sovereign command one genera^ 
tion goethj and another cometh, we beseech thee, 
at this time, to regard with favour this house of 
mourning, from which its head has been taken 
away. In thee may the fatherless find mercy, 
and widows be enabled to put their trust. 
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Sanctify to all who are affected by it, this be- 
reaving dispensatioD. May we not sorrow as 
those who are without hope : but as those, who 
have been our earthly guides and protectors, are 
removed from us, press forward ourselves, with 
double diligence, in the path of duty and obe- 
dience, that thus we maybe prepared for entering 
finally into thy kingdom of bliss and glory. Amen. 



FOR THE KING. 

Almighty and etemalJehovah! King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords; who hast commanded us to 
oiFer unto thee prayers and supplications fur 
kings, and all tvho are in authority, as well as 
for all classes and conditions of mankind, we 
beseech thee to protect and bless our sovereign 
the King. May he be long spared to rule over 
us; may the throne be established in righ- 
teousness, and upheld by mercy ; and when 
his days upon earth are numbered and fiiklshed, 
may he be duly prepared, through tliy mercy in 
Christ Jesus, for a heavenly diadem. Amen. 



FOR THE QUEEN AND THE ROYAL FAMILY. 

May the Queen, and all the members of the 
Royal Family, so conduct themselves as lo adorn 
iheir high stations. May ihey be eminently 
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useful, set an example of all princely and Chris- 
tian graces and virtues, and finally be made 
partakers' of immortal happiness. Amen. 



FOR THE 

PARLIAMENT, AND MAGISTRATES. 

We beseech thee, O Lord, the Fountain of 
all wisdom ! i(h direct all the measures of the 
great council of the nation from time to time. 
May our Legislators be men of ability and inte- 
grity.^ May they fear thee, hate covetousness, 
and sincerely, endeavour to promote the public 
welfare. May all Judges and Magistrates, have 
wisdom to discern, and firmness to execute, with- 
out fear or favour, that which is just and right : 
thus may they be a terror to evil doers, and a 
praise and protection to such as do well. Amen. 



FOR ALL CHRISTIAN MINISTERS. 

O THOU God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ! who by him, and in bis Gospel, hast 
proclaimed salvation to all the ends of the earth ; 
we beseech thee to bless the labours of all thy 
servants who are engaged in the great and good 
work of explaining and enforcing the conditions 
upon which this salvation is offered to mankind. 
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May they be able and faithful ministers of the 
New CoveDant : wise to win souls, aod diligent 
in giving to all their fellow-servants, a portion 
in due season. May they conceal nothing which 
they believe to be a scripture doctrine ; but in 
simplicity and godly sincerity, deliver to their j 
hearers what they think to be the whole counsels 
of God. May they give themselves wholly to [ 
their work, and honestly, as far as human frailty | 
permits, live in conformity to the righteous and 
holy precepts they inculcate upon others : thus 
may they be rendered the happy instruments of 
saving themselves, and those that hear them.d 
Amen. 



» 



ALL RANKS AND CONDITIONS OF MEN. 

FROM THE COMMON PRAYER BOOK OFTHE BSTABLISUED 
CHVBCH OP ENGLAND. 

O God, die Creator and Preserver of all 
mankind! we humbly beseech thee, for all sorts 
and conditions of men, that thou wouldest be 
pleased to make thy way known unto them, thy 
saving health unto all nations. More especially, 
we pray for the good estate of the whole Chris- 
tian church in all parts of the world, that it may 
be so guided and governed by thee, that all who 
profess and call themselves Christians, may be 
led into the way of truth, and hold the faiUi is 
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unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
rigiiteousnees of life. 

VVecommend to thy fatherly goodness, all such 
as are any ways afflicted and distressed in mind, 
body, or estate, that it may please thee to com- 
fort and relieve them, according to their several 
necessities, giving them patience under their 
sufferings, and a happy issue out of all their 
afflictions ; and this we humbly ask, as the dis- 
ciples of thy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, Amen. 



A GENERAL CONFESSION. 

TAKEN ALSO PROM THE BOOK OF COMMON PRATER. 

Ar-MiGHTY and most merciful Father! we 
come to confess our transgressions, and to humble 
ourselves before thee on account of them. We 
have erred and strayed from thy ways, like lost 
sheep ; we have followed too much the devices 
and desires of our own hearts : we have offended 
against thy holy laws ; we have left undone the 
things which we ought to have done, and we 
have done those tilings which we ought not to 
have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon 
us, thine offending creatures. Spare thou them, 
O God! who confess their faults. Restore thou, 
tliem that arc penitent, according to thy promises 
declared to mankind by Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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And grant, O most merciful Father 1 that we 
may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 
life, to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 



IN A TIME OF WAK AND TUMULTS. 

O Almighty God! Creator and Governor of 
all nations, who, in the course of thy wise and 
righteous administration, hast permitted "wars 
and fightings" to take place amongst mankind, 
we beseech thee to regard us in our present cir- 
cumstances, and not suffer our enemies to prevail 
over us. May all mistakes be rectified. Mayi 
the advices of violent and unreasonable men soon 
cease to operate. May the voices of justice am 
humanity prevail over pride and passion, and all 
parties concerned in the present contest, so listen 
to the counsels of peace, that all national ani- 
mosities may subside, and that peaceful and 
honourable intercourse between us and our pre- 
sent enemies, which is so advantageous to all 
parties, and so consonant to the spirit of our holy 
religion, be speedily and completely restored. 

In thine own due time put an end to all the 
disorders and calamities introduced into the world 
by pride, ambition, and tyranny ; and, by the 
spread and influence of the pure Gmpel of Christ 
Jesus, give unto all mankind unity, peace, and 
virtue. 
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Pre^rve the ti^anquillity, freedom, and happi- 
ness of our native country ; defend us from the 
designs of unjust and wicked men, and confirm 
and continue to us the blessings of a patemcUy 
justy and equal government. We offer unto thee 
every petition, as the disciples of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



FOR RAIN. 

OGoD, our heavenly Father! who by thy 
Son Jesus Christ, hast promised to all them that 
seek thy kingdom and the righteousness thereof, 
all things necessary for them. Send us, we 
beseech thee, in this our time of need, such 
moderate rain and showers, that we may receive 
the fruits of the earth to our comfort and relief; 
and grant that we may testify our gratitude to 
thee, by a sincere obedience to those holy laws 
which are taught us in the Gospel of thy Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



^ 



FOR FAIR WEATHER. 

O Almighty and most merciful God ! although 
for our iniquities we deserve thy chastisement, yet 
we trust, upon our repentance, thou wilt remove 
thy corrective visitations from us. We now 
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beseech thee to send us such weather, that we 
may receive the fruits of the earth in due seascHi, 
and learn from all thy dispensations to amend 
our lives, and, for all thy mercies, to give thee 
praise and thanks, now and for ever. Amen. , 



THE LORD'S PRAYER. 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be 
thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us, day 
hy day, our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses, as we fbrgive them that trespass against 
us ; and lead us not into temptation ; but deliver 
us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, the power 

 

wd the glory for ever. Amen. 



OCCASIONAL THANKSGIVINGS. 



FOR RECOVERY FROM SICKNESS. 

O THOU in whose hand our breath is, and 
whose all our ways are ! who healest all our dis- 
eases, and redeemest our lives from destruction, 
we thank thee, with our whole hearts, for the 
great mercy manifested to thy servant, whom 
thou hast raised from the bed of sickness, and 
restored to a capacity for performing the duties, j 
and enjoying the comforts of life. To thee we 'I 
ascribe it, that this affliction hath not been unto " 
death. May a law of love and gratitude be, on 
this account, deeply engraven on our hearts. 
May thy servant, whom thou hast delivered from 
death, shew his sense of thy ' goodness, by de- 
voting the remainder of his days to thy service ; 
and may this instance of thy mercy engage us all 
to love thee more, and serve thee better than ever 
we have hitherto done. Amen. 



FOR A SAFE DELIVERY. 

£vBR blessed and adorable God ! our most 
gracious Preserver, our unwearied and bountiful 
Bene&ctor ! we offer unto thee our united thanks, 
for thy great goodness to thine handmaid, whom 



304 Occasional Thanksgivings. 

llioii hast brought safely through the pains and 
perils of child-bearing:, and made the joyful 
mother of a living child. May the heart of thy 
servant be filled with unfeigned gratitude. May 
the remainder of her days be spent in a course of 
holy obedience to thy commandments, and thus 
may she be fitted for an entrance hereafter into 
thy kingdom and glory. Amen. 



TO BE USED WHEN THE CHILD IS DEAD. 

Almighty and eternal God ! we are some- 
times called upon to rejoice with trembling, and 
to mingle tears even with our thanksgivings. 
This, O most wise and merciful Parent! is otirl 
case at present ; enable us, we pray thee, to feel 3 
in a proper manner, and to bless thee, both ia 
giving and taking away. We thank thee, that 
though thou hast been pleased to cut off the 
tender fimncA, the roo/ has been spared. Sanc- 
tify this affliction. May the disappointment of 
our hopes and wishes not lead us to raurmac 
against thee. Perfect, we beseech thee, the re- 
covery of thy servant, and may a sense of thy 
preserving goodness deeply impress her mind, 
and influence all her future conduct. Amen. 
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AFTER A JOURNEY OR A VOYAGE. 

Almighty Creator aod Preserver! thou up- 
holdest our souls in life. Our safety, both at 
home and abroad, depends entirely upon thee. 
Accept, we beseech thee, our hearty and united 
thanks, for the great mercy which thou hast 
bestowed on thy servant [servants] whom thou 
hast preserved in journeying [or a voyage] and 
brouglit back to his habitation in peace. Adored 
be thy name, thou hast defended him from all 
evil. Thy hand has been stretched out over him, 
and thy preserving goodness has followed all his 
steps. May his whole future life manifest his 
sense of thy loving kindness; and may we all 
derive, from every fresh instance of thy favour to 
us and our friends, new and powerful motives to 
love and obedience. Amen. 



OGoD, our heavenly Father! who by thy 
gracious providence causeat the rain to descend 
upon the earth, that it may become fruitful, and 
supply food both for mao and beast : we give thee 
humble thanks, that it hath pleased thee to send 
us a joyful rain, and to refresh and fertilize the 
earth. May we never forget any of thy blessings, 
but heartily endeavour to live to thy glory in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 



] 
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FOR FAIR WEATHER. 

O MOST glorious and merciful God ! who 
commaQdest the rain to descend, and the sun to 
shine, as thou seest fit ; we thank thee for that 
seasonable and happy change of weather which 
thou hast favoured us with ; and earnestly pray, 
that, as our fields and bodies are cheered and 
comforted by the beams of the natural sun, our 
minds may be enlightened and invigorated by 
those rays of the sun of righteousness, which 
shine in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus. Amen. 



FOR A PLENTIFUL SEASON. 



O THOU who hast never left thyself withoul 
witness in the earth ! Who art the giver of rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons : who crownest 
year, after year, with thy goodness ; we rejoice 
at this time, with humble gratitude, in the pleuty 
which thou art this year, showering around us. 
Whilst thou art thus filling our hearts with food 
and gladness, may we live in a sober, temperate, 
and charitable enjoyment of thy bounties, and 
bring forth the fruits of holiness all the days of 
our lives. Amen. 
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FOR PEACE. 

O THOU who hast made of one blood all 
nations of men ! who art the God of peace and 
the lover of concord ; we desire, with our whole 
hearts,^ to thank thee for the restoration of peace 
between us, and those, with whom we have been 
in a state of hostility. May this reconciliation 
be sincere and lasting. May the spirit of peace 
animate all parties, and, as soon as possible, may 
that blessed time arrive, in which spears shall be 
exchanged for pruning hooks, swords be beat 
into ploughshares, and the nations of the earth 
learn war no more* As the disciples of the 
Prince of Peace, we ask this and every' blessing 
of thee, the God of peace, to whom we ascribe 
glory and honour for even Amen. 
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PRAYERS FOR THE THREE VOLUMES OF SERMONS. 



[The Figures refer to the page,"] 

Acquaintance with God, means of attsdning it, 155. 

Affliction, in general, 141 ; benefit of it, S18. 

Anxiety, reasons against it, 112. 

Anger, means of overcoming it, 193. 

Autumnal Thoughts, 255. 

Sirth'day, a prayer for, 249 ; birtlwiay, 144. 

Being ashamed of appearing religious, folly of, 98. 

Blessedness, iilbabitants, and glory of Heaven, 207. 

Christ, resurrection of, 124 ; his reply to the message of John the 

Baptist, 175; his mission, 273; love to him, though unseen, 

275. 
Conditions of Pardon to Sinners, i^Ol. 
Christian Name, obligations resulting from, 284. 
Conscience, 182; Christian joy, 177; effects of Christianity, 344. 
Duties of Husband and .Wives, 258 ; of Parents and Children, 961; 

of Masters and Servants, 264. 
Diligence in business, necessity and advantage of, 92. 
Example, its influence, 101. 
Freedom, moral and religious, 241. 
Forgiveness of injuries, necessity of, 236. 
IVitM of Abraham, 180. 
God, his sovereignty, 118; the fear of, ISO; present at all times, 

and in all places, 211 ; contrasted with the world, as an olyect 

of trust, 213; a refuge in all cases, 221; mercy and truth of all 

his proceedings, 227. 
Gratitude, religious, 191. 
Habit, the power of, 1010. 



INDEX. 

ffarf^sf, reflections on, 133. 

Hope, its nature and power, 224. 

lAfCy the checquered nature of, 216; a pilgrimage, 252. . 

Mortality, human, 147. 

Moderation, nature and importance of, 136. 

Meditation, nature and subjects of, 90. 

^ea; Year, Prayers for, 107-278. 

Prayer, the duty of, 233; Prayer for divine protectbn, 169. 

Prcuidejice, its power, wisdom, and goodness, 238. 

Pearl of great price, 121. 

Paul, his character, 168 ; resolution to know nothing but Christ, 

247. 
Patience under small trials, 115; patience in general, 153; and in 

waiting for death, 204. 
Righteousness, its reward, 188. 

Religion, its progressive nature, 161; religious retirement, 199. 
Sin, its consequences, 185. 
Sympathy, its nature and effects, 196. 
Sickness and recovery, 201. 
Self-satisfaction, importance of, 95. 
Time, way to improve it, 144. 
Thought, means of regulating it, C30. 
Unitarianism, description of, 270. 
Warfare, the Christian life compared, 177. 
Worship, public, 126 ; dispositions for, 156. 
Where art thou ? God*s question to Adam, 164. 
Young Persons, prayer for, 166 ; early piety recommended to, 138 ; 

a father^s charge to, 267. 
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IIEV. EDMUND BUTCHER'S SERMONS. 

1. 6ERMONS for ihe USE of FAMILIES. By the ReB. Edmond 
Bdtcbir, in Three Volumes, 8vo. Ptice U. 16». boardi. The Volume* 
mny be h»d separately, pnce IQx.each. 

The Monthly Jttviemert, speahitig of the Firat Fiilum, 'ay, 
" The Sermons which constitute this Volume jire whoUy employed on 
subjects of real, and practical moment; the preacher appears lo under- 
stand the nature of Christianity too well, to porplei his audience by un- 
intelligible or unmeaniognicetiei, and frivolous distinctions; he Icoowi 
thai its great purport it to improve them in its spirit and practice. Such, 
therefore, is the intention of the Volume, and so important an end it is 
likely to effect, if perused with sober thought and attention ; the style il 
plain and impressive. — fide Maitthlg Review. 

*,* "These Sermons ate distinguished by variety, {the Three Vo- 
lumes containing aeventy-two) , and comprehend a miiture of devout te- 
flectioo, moral sentiment, spiritual eiferveiceDce, and Christian duty. 
The leyle ]> simple and famihar, the sentences short and itrikbg;and no 
one can fail to be pleased with their entire eiemption from all parade 
and affectatioa. The preacher seldom appears in lliem in his own per- 
son; though, whenever they direct atteotion to himself, he is seen in tbe 
delightful character of a sincere and pioui Christian, and a liberal, inge- 
nuous, humble, and good man." — Monthly Rfpoiilary of Theology, if arch, 
ISSO. 

2. A COLLECTION of FAMILY PRAYERS, from the Devotional 
Writings of Baxter, Henry, Jfillivm, BeaiKt, Tfutta, Uoddrige, aod 
Others ; with various Occasional Forms. Selected and Revised by the 
late Rev. Samuel PalMkh, of Hackney, price 3i. Si bound. 

3. THE CONTEMPLATIVE PHILOSOPHER; or. Short Eway* 
on the various Objects of Nature noticed throughout the Year; with 
Poetical Illustrations, and Moral Reflections, on each subject. By 
RicHABQ LoBB. Fourth Edition, corrected and improved. ElegaUllljt 
printed in Two large Volumes, 12mo. illustrated with Frontispieces, 
Price 16*. boards. 

" Among the whole range of Books published for the ItutructioD and 
Amusement of Youth, there is not one that has greater claims to Public 
Patronage than The Contemplative Philaeopher. the Author of which 
has, liil now, been kept a profound respect. It has been allrlbuted to 
Mrs. Barbauld, to the Aitcins, and other eminent writers; but it is x 
common debt of justice lo a worthy and ingenious man, to announce, 
that 'The Contemplative Philowpher' was written by the lale Mr. 
Richard Lobb, whose great modesty induced him to shrink from the 
commendation which was so justly due to his well-directed clertiom, 
and who so largely contributed to the public instruction and amuiemenl. 
■The Contemplative Philosopher,* will be a lasting mooument to hti 
memory ; it ii, at once, instructive and entertaining, informing and im- 
proving; the philoiophy is drawn from the best aulliorities, which arc 
often given ; the poetry is selected, most appropriately, from the whole 
range of English verse, constituting of itseU the beauties of ourpoeu; 
the moral reflections are judicious and practical, and often original and 
striking: the theology ii rational, and at the same time tnider and 
affecting ; and besides all this, the style may be commended as a princi- 
pal excellence of the work. A family who should breakfast for the year 
round with ' The Contemplative Philosopher' at table, would find them- 
Klvei great gainers, in point of knowledge ud pleuure, M the JWt^ 
eoi.'^Mmthly Rep^iiteri/. 



Bookt printed for Sherwood, Neefy, and Joneo. 
JENNINGS'S DOMESTIC CYCLOPEDIA ; 

BEING A COMPLETE CODE OF FAMILY INFORMATION. 

Just completed, in 13 Parts, (which may be had by one or more at a 
time), price 2s. 6d, each, forming Two large Yolmnes, 8vo. Price 
1/. I4s, boards, an Original Work, entitled 

4. THE FAMILY CYCLOPiEDIA; 

BEING A MANUAL OF USEFUL AND NECESSARY KNOW:- 
LEDGE, ALPHABETICALLY ARRANGED : 

Comprising all the recent Inventions, Discoveries, and Improvements 
in Domestic Economy, Agriculture, and Chemistry; the most approved 
Methods of curing Diseases, with the mode of Treatment in cases of 
Drowning, other Accidents, and Poisons ; Observations on Diet and Re- 
gimeo; a Comprehensive Account of the most striking Objects in Na- 
tural History, Animate or Inanimate ; and a detail of various Processes 
in the Arts and Manufactures : also, a concise View of the Human Mind 
and the Passions, with their particular -application to our Improvement 
in Education and Morals. 

BY J. JENNINGS. 

This Original and Valuable Work is printed in double Columns, on 
p)od Paper, and contains upwards of Fifieen HtmaredpRgea of Informa- 
tion, immediately connected with the Pursuits of Domestic Life; By 
means of close printing and a large page, it comprehends as much matter 
as is usually found in six Volumes of an ordinary size, and cannot fail, it 
is presirnied^ of being considered a most valuable addition to a Family 
Library. 

%* The Family Cyclopedia, by James Jennings, contain^ a large 
mass of information, on subjects connected with the domestic economy 
of life. In matters of science and art, the author has made his selections 
from sources of the best authority. The original materiaU supplied by 
himself are creditable to his observation, good sense, and benevolence. 
Almost every topic of general interest will be found in this comprehen- 
sive and judicious compilation, treated in a clear and familiar manner. 
As a book of d ily reference in the common concerns of life, it will be 
found to afibrd important assistance, and its great practical utility will, 
we have no doubt, insure it a ready introduction, and a favouraole re- 
ception, in every intelligent family. In addition to the great heads of 
domestic economy, agriculture, ana chemistry, this work points out the 
best modes of curing diseases, and obviating the effects of sudden acci- 
dents ; and presents also an outline of the minds and passions, with a 
view to the improvement of morals and education. — Monthly Magazine^ 
July, 1821. 



Books pnnted Jor Sherwood, fieely, and Jones. 
NEW GEOGRAPHY OF THE WORLD. 

Now publijhing in Monthly Parti, priie 7i. each, handBOmelyprintrf 
in Quarto, od fine wove Paper, and Hol-prcased, 

6. A NEW AND COMPREHENSIVE SYSTEM OF 
MODERN GEOGRAPHY,- 

Malhtmatkal, Phyikul, Political, and Commercial; 

BeinKa perspicuoiu Detineatioa ofthe present Stateof the Globe, wilh 
it> Inhabiuntt and Productiom ; preceded hj the Hittory of the Scieace, 
— intenpersed with Statiitical aod ^nupcical Tablei, — stid accompanied 
with a Series of Correct Coloured Maps, a great Variety of appropriate 
Views, and numerous other EHotAvixoa, illustrating the Manners, 
CuBtomi, and Cojlumf s of Nations. 
By THOMAS MYERS, A.M. of the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich, 

There has never, perhaps, been a period in modem hittory, when it 
could be lest necessary than at ibe present moment, to enforce reawmt 
for pubbshing a new System of Geography. The polilU-al events of the 
last few years have so entirely clanged the lenilorial rebtioni of dif- 
ferent states, that all eiiscing Geographical Works have been rendered, 
in a measure abtekti. In this Work, the mulatioQs which have lalun 
place will be found minutely explained, by an accurate developement of 
facts, founded on official and aatkentic documents. 



ing the last font or five" years »lso, large acceiMons have been 
to our general stock of geagraphical knowledge ; and the energies 
.mpeded iatelleci have been applied to tlie surrey of the world in 



iple share of noviltt before ibe indus- 
triou Compiler of a* Geogtapliicul Syitem. While, therefore, the 
reader will find in this all thai ii uoquMianable in ymtding work^, he 
may expect to receive, in addition, the concentrated information which 
subsequenl researches have supplied. 

•.• This Work will be completed in Ticcnlff-feur Pnrli, forming Two 

VEaV LAEUE AND SFJ.E\D1D QuAKTO VOLIJMIS. 

" Tire forerunners of Mr. Myers in this important branch of litera- 
ture and science — we refer to such authors as Guthrie, Pinkerton, lud 
Flavfair — have certainly done much to eitend our knowledge of the 
inhabit. They have deserved well of their country, and 
:ied no mean recompense. But the political events of our 
day have k> entirely changed the territorial relations of different itatn, 
[hat all existing Geographical Works were becoming, in a great measure, 
abiolele. Mr. Myers's connection with the Royal Military Academy at 
Woolwich, is a consideration cf vajit moment, as it rnust open to him 
facilities of attaining valuable stores of information, with respect to the 
natural, the moral, and the political condition of different countriei ; 
of which, if he make a skilful use, his Work cannot fail to become of 
national importance. 

" Those Parts of the Work which have already appeared, we are 
happy lo lay, furnish a most encouraging specimen of what may be 
expected when it is completed. The mechanical part — we mean the 
paper, typography, and embelllsliments^ are such as the importance of 
the Work itself required. Such, indeed, it the excellence of the Fieu-t 
and Eiigraviiigs hitherto ^ven, that it is scarcely possible to speak of 
ihem in terms of exaggeration : they leave all former publications of ;hi* 
kind at an imdtense diuancc. l>et the Work proceed as it has begun, 
and it can scarcely fail to find a place, sooner or later, in every library 
or ctusci of books throughout [he country," — /feiL EcaitgHieal MaglKHe 
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